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THE  CONTEMPORARY  LITERARY  STUDIES  IN  UKRAINE: 

THE  POSITION  OF  A  CONTINUAL   

 
Summary. After the short peak of development at the turn of 19th and 20th cen. the Ukrainian 

literary studies have been degraded by the Stalinian regime alongside with the whole culture of 

Ukraine. It was the effect of a double pressure: the totalitarian on one hand and the colonial on the 

other. As it is widely known, the Stalinian regime was based on the ideology of Russian colonial-

ism. Hence, when Ukraine regained the independence in 1991 the historians of literature had to 

deal with a difficult task, namely to create the Ukrainian literary studies from scratches. Despite 

the appearance of new writers, texts, initiatives and events, the contemporary literary studies of 

Ukraine are still prone to conservatism, inertia of thinking, the fear of changes, stereotypes and 
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complexes of the past. Like the whole society, the Ukrainian studies of literature have got stuck in 

a position 

untouched: the same Higher Attestation Commission, the same scientific titles which are obtained 

by means of the same rituals, no access to foreign scientific literature, limited budget designated to 

science, and the corruption which destroys the whole Ukrainian social organism. However, the 

Ukrainian literary studies are now internally ready to overcome the demons of the past as well as 

 

Key words: Ukrainian literary studies, totalitarism, colonialism, gender studies, postcolonial 

studies, psychonalysis, great narratives, small narratives 

 


