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To reduce the recoil and improve the stability of small arms, a muzzle brake
compensator is attached to the muzzle of the barrel. This device uses the kinetic
energy of the powder gas escaping from the bore after the bullet is fired. In this
paper, the authors present the determination of the thermo-gas-dynamic model of the
operation of a muzzle brake compensator and an example of calculating this type of
muzzle device for the AK assault rifle using 7.62 × 39 mm ammunition. The results
of the calculation allowed for obtaining the parameters of the powder gas flow in the
process of flowing out of the muzzle device, as well as the change in the momentum
of the powder gas’s impact on the muzzle device. The model proposed in the article
provides the basis for a quantitative evaluation of the effectiveness of using the muzzle
device in stabilizing infantry weapons when firing.

1. Introduction

Stability has a very significant effect on the dispersion of bullets and affects
the firing efficiency of automatic weapons. It is crucial for ensuring the accuracy of
serial firing from automatic hand-held weapons [1]. However, under the action of
the forces and impulses that appear when firing, the weapon receives a backward
motion, vibrating in both the vertical and horizontal planes, which determines the
variability of the initial launch angle and direction. Therefore, there have been many
studies to establish the model and investigate the influence of the basic factors on
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the stability of guns when shooting [2–9]. In order to reduce recoil and vibration
without violating the firing mode and reduce the bullet velocity, many methods
have been proposed to increase the stability of the gun [3, 5]. In addition to that, it
has been found that a portion of the propellant energy is not converted into kinetic
energy of the bullet and other work, but is retained in the powder gas released from
the muzzle, which usually accounts for more than 40% of the total energy [10].
Thus, a research has been carried out on increasing the stability of the gun by using
a muzzle device that takes advantage of this gaseous energy [11–20].

The muzzle device is a part or device arranged at the muzzle of the barrel,
working in the final effect period of powder gas. It does not reduce the ballistic
characteristics; in addition, it is simple in construction and has high reliability [21].
In the documents of weapon design calculations according to the thermodynamic
principle of Kirillov [22] or the aerodynamic principle of Kulagin [23], the authors
examined how the muzzle device affects the change in recoil momentum when
firing, derived from the momentum balance equation of the “barrel – powder gas –
bullet” system. From this, it can be seen that, for a given ballistic weapon, it is pos-
sible to influence the recoil momentum by changing the momentum of the muzzle
device’s impact on the system. To evaluate the efficiency of the muzzle device, two
main characteristics are used: the energy efficiency factor Δ𝐸 , also known as the
energy characteristic, and the impulse efficiency factor 𝛼𝐻 , known as the structural
characteristic. To determine the characteristic values of the muzzle device, it is
necessary to solve the problem of the gas dynamics of the powder gas flow out of
the combustion chamber limited by the bore, with the constant or abrupt expansion
of the flow and partial loss through the side channels of the muzzle device. In
this case, the basic equations of gas dynamics are used (conservation of energy,
flow, and momentum), and the initial conditions (the powder gas parameters at the
muzzle cross section) are found from the solution of the main problem of internal
ballistics. Errors, which are inevitable in this case, can be compensated by propos-
ing known fit coefficients from empirical studies of a given muzzle design scheme.
Due to the use of a large number of experimental coefficients, it is not possible to
accurately describe all the processes occurring for the typical muzzle device.

The need to further improve the efficiency of the muzzle device system has
led to the emergence of new designs that differ from the traditional ones, there-
fore, the calculation of each particular design option will have its characteristics.
An approach to modeling the operation of the muzzle device was considered using
ANSYS CFX and an example was calculated for the muzzle device of the 152 mm
2A36 cannon. The boundary conditions, pressure, temperature, and velocity of the
powder gas at the inlet of the muzzle brake were obtained from the results of the
internal ballistics problem. The projectile is assumed to travel at a constant speed,
corresponding to the speed of the projectile at the muzzle. The obtained results were
the parameters of the gas flow in the process of flowing out of the muzzle device
as well as the graph of the change in the pulling force of the muzzle device [11].
On the other hand, gas-dynamic models of the muzzle device have been simulated,
such as a model to investigate its influence on sabot separation [12] or a model to
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calculate the rotation and braking force of the muzzle device for a Gatling gun [13].
Studying the characteristics of the silencer and the nature of thermodynamic pro-
cesses in the chambers of this device, Konovalov and colleagues introduced a way
to calculate the gas flow in the chambers of the silencer closer to the real flow, and
considerations were made regarding the physical phenomena that need to be stud-
ied to clarify the main properties. The authors suggested that the gas parameters in
each chamber during the entire time from when the bullet entered the device to the
time it left were constant in terms of chamber volume but varied with time. The
gas velocity in the center tube is equal to the bullet velocity; in the chambers, it is
taken to be zero. To calculate the parameters of a non-stationary process, a system
of ordinary differential equations is used based on applying the conservation laws
of mass and energy to the volume of gas in each chamber of the device, taking into
account gas flow through the holes in the walls of the chambers [14]. Patrikova
introduced a mathematical model of the muzzle device on non-lethal weapons
with deformable bullets. The author also conducted experiments to evaluate the
calculation error. The qualitative results do not contradict the physical model of the
phenomena under consideration, and the quantitative results agree satisfactorily
with the experimental results [15]. If the weapon attaching a muzzle brake is fired,
complex jet flows are ejected from the small-caliber gun, and the muzzle waves have
arguably more severe effects. Therefore, a simulation model calculated the muzzle
gas flows and the acoustic noise for the case with and without the muzzle brake,
and then a comparison between them was performed to predict the noise effect and
optimize the structure of muzzle brakes [16]. Alternatively, a model analyzed the
influence of the muzzle brake structure on chemical reactions, the interaction of
blast waves, and the formation mechanism of muzzle flash, providing a reference for
researchers studying muzzle flash suppressions [17]. To evaluate the effectiveness
of the muzzle brake, numerical investigations of the firing process with different
muzzle brake devices were carried out in a quasi-realistic situation [18]. Besides,
numerical experiments were performed on a gun with a muzzle gas dynamic device,
a perforated barrel brake, based on simultaneous consideration of the problem of
internal and intermediate ballistics [19]. The results of the mathematical models
are consistent with the data from natural experiments.

For automatic firearms, studies have shown that a single-function muzzle
device will not be able to guarantee stable conditions for the gun. Therefore, in
order to improve the stability of the gun when shooting, the current general trend
is using a gas compensator combined with a recoil brake [22]. The effect of the
muzzle brake compensator on the stability of automatic hand-held weapons when
firing in series was investigated in an experiment [20]. The author has given the
results of the pressure force on the barrel bottom during the final effect period, the
backward length of the shoulder rest, and the barrel bounce angle in the vertical
and horizontal planes and compared them with the case without the muzzle device.
However, the dynamic process in the device has not been fully considered by the
author. Accordingly, this article will introduce a thermo-gas-dynamic model to
calculate the operation process of the muzzle brake compensator.
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2. Thermo-gas-dynamic model of powder gas
in the muzzle brake compensator

2.1. Basic assumptions

The thermo-gas-dynamic problem of the muzzle device during its operation is
one of the complex problems and is solved based on solving the equations defining
the parameters of the powder gas state, which depend on the flow shape and the
heat exchange conditions with the outside environment. When constructing the
calculating equations, it is necessary to use the following additional assumptions:

a) The propellant burns out in the bore before the bullet moves to the muzzle
of the barrel;

b) Filling the working cavities of the muzzle device with powder gas is carried
out instantly, and the powder gas flows out from the space behind the bullet
through the clearance between the bullet and the bore at the inlet section
in the critical mode;

c) The outflow of powder gas from the working chambers of the muzzle
device is in critical mode during the entire final effect period;

d) The calculation of the powder gas flow in the muzzle device in the areas of
smooth and sudden extensions and lateral discharge into the atmosphere
are carried out according to the established relationships [22–24] taking
into account the direct impact caused by the deceleration of the supersonic
flow in the working cavity in the presence of a baffle and the influence of
the oblique cut on the outlet parts of the exhaust channels.

2.2. Model for calculations

The structure of a two-chamber muzzle device has a cylindrical shape with
compensation holes on the wall of the first chamber and windows in the second
chamber, as shown in Fig. 1.

Fig. 1. Diagram of a muzzle brake compensator
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It can be seen that the powder gas moving through the muzzle from the bore
flows into the first chamber of the device at the speed of sound. After that, the
sound stream expands, its speed increases rapidly and becomes supersonic. The
subsequent movement of the gas in the cavity is determined by the passage of
the gas through the hole to the second chamber and the lateral holes. Under the
influence of gas outflow through the holes, the supersonic flow velocity continues
to increase. Due to the presence of an anterior reflective baffle in the cavity, a direct
impact occurs, converting the supersonic flow into a subsonic flow and dividing the
cavity into two zones: the supersonic flow area and the subsonic flow area. When
the bullet moves to the hole between the two chambers, the subsonic speed of the
gas flow decreases and the pressure and temperature of the gas both increase. Under
the action of the total pressure in front of the reflecting baffle, the gas flow from
the first chamber enters the second chamber at the speed of sound at the narrowest
cross-section of the stream. The process is similar to that in the first chamber.

2.3. Descriptive equations

The mathematical model includes the following groups of equations. The
equations for the change in mass and internal energy of the gas in the first chamber:

d𝑚1
d𝑡

= 𝐺𝑑 − 𝐺12 − 𝐺1𝜙 , (1)

d𝑈1
d𝑡

= 𝐻0𝐺𝑑 − 𝐻1
(
𝐺12 + 𝐺1𝜙

)
− d𝑄1

d𝑡
, (2)

where 𝑚1 and 𝑈1 are the mass and internal energy of the gas in the first chamber;
𝐺𝑑 , 𝐺12, 𝐺1𝜙 indicate gas flow rates from bore to the first chamber, from the
first chamber to the second chamber and from the first chamber through side holes
into the atmosphere, respectively; 𝐻0, 𝐻1 are gas energies for specific flows; 𝑄1 is
energy loss of the gas in the first chamber due to heat transfer.

The equations for the change in mass and internal energy of the gas in the
second cavity:

d𝑚2
d𝑡

= 𝐺12 − 𝐺2𝑑 − 𝐺2Δ , (3)

d𝑈2
d𝑡

= 𝐻1𝐺12 − 𝐻2 (𝐺2𝑑 + 𝐺2Δ) −
d𝑄2
d𝑡

, (4)

where 𝐺2𝑑 and 𝐺2Δ are gas flow rates from the second chamber through the front
hole and brake windows, respectively, into the atmosphere.

The equation for determining the energy loss of the powder gas due to heat
transfer:

d𝑄𝑖

d𝑡
= 𝛼𝑖

(𝑇𝑖 − 𝑇𝑛) 𝐹𝑖 −
4

3
√
𝜋𝑣𝜏

𝑄𝑖√
𝑡 − 𝑡𝑑

1 + 𝛼𝑖

2
3
√
𝜋𝑣𝜏

√
𝑡 − 𝑡𝑑

. (5)
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In this formula, 𝑇𝑛 is the initial internal surface temperature of the device; 𝑇𝑖
is the temperature of the powder gas in the chamber 𝑖; 𝜈𝜏 is the heat absorption
coefficient of the material; 𝐹𝑖 is the heat transfer surface area of the chambers; 𝑡𝑑 is
the time taken by the bullet traveling to the muzzle section; 𝛼𝑖 is the heat transfer
coefficient.

Equation of gas energy for specific flows:

𝐻𝑖 =
𝑘

𝑘 − 1
𝑅𝑇𝑖 , (6)

where 𝑘 is the heat capacity ratio of the powder gas, and 𝑅 is the gas constant.
Equations for gas flow rates:

𝐺𝑑 =


𝜇𝑑𝐹𝑑𝐵(𝑘)

𝑝𝑑√
𝑅𝑇𝑑

√︄
1 −

(
𝑝1
𝑝𝑑

)2
when 𝑝𝑑 ⩾ 𝑝1 ,

0 when 𝑝𝑑 < 𝑝1 ,

(7)

𝐺12 =


𝜇12𝐹12𝐵(𝑘)

𝑝1√
𝑅𝑇1

√︄
1 −

(
𝑝2
𝑝1

)2
when 𝑝1 ⩾ 𝑝2 ,

0 when 𝑝1 < 𝑝2 ,

(8)

𝐺1𝜙 = 𝜇1𝜙𝐹1𝜙𝐵(𝑘)
𝑝1√
𝑅𝑇1

√︄
1 −

(
𝑝𝑎

𝑝1

)2
, (9)

𝐺2𝑑 = 𝜇2𝑑𝐹2𝑑𝐵(𝑘)
𝑝2√
𝑅𝑇2

√︄
1 −

(
𝑝𝑎

𝑝2

)2
, (10)

𝐺2Δ = 𝜇2Δ𝐹2Δ𝐵(𝑘)
𝑝2√
𝑅𝑇2

√︄
1 −

(
𝑝𝑎

𝑝2

)2
, (11)

with 𝐵(𝑘) =
(

2
𝑘 + 1

) 𝑘+1
2(𝑘−1) √

𝑘 .

In the above equations, 𝐹𝑖 𝑗 is the cross-sectional area of the gas flows; 𝑝𝑑 ,
𝑝1, 𝑝2, 𝑝𝑎 are the powder gas pressure at the muzzle, gas pressure in the first and
second chamber and the barometric pressure; 𝜇𝑖 𝑗 indicates the flow coefficient,
which depends on the duct geometry and the dimensionless velocity of the gas.
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The flow coefficient is a function of the duct geometry and the dimensionless
velocity of the gas [25]:

𝜇 = 𝜑𝑣𝜀𝑚 , (12)

where 𝜑𝑣 is the coefficient of velocity, due to the viscosity of the gas and taking
into account the uneven distribution of the velocity in the narrow part of the gas
duct, approximately equal to 0.97; 𝜀𝑚 is the maximum value of the duct narrowing
coefficient, which is determined by the formula in [26]:

𝜀𝑚 = 𝜀𝑛 [𝑘 − (𝑘 − 1)𝜀𝑛]
1

𝑘−1 . (13)

In this formula, 𝜀𝑛 is the narrowing coefficient of an incompressible liquid,
depending on the input geometry of the sections:

𝜀𝑛 =
1

1 + 1 − 𝜀𝑛0
𝜀𝑛0

𝑒
8𝑟
𝑑

√︄
1 −

(
𝐹2
𝐹1

)2
, (14)

where 𝜀𝑛0 is the narrowing coefficient of the incompressible liquid as it exits an
infinitely wide vessel (𝐹2/𝐹1 = 0):

𝜀𝑛0 =
𝜋

𝜋 + 𝑎
. (15)

There, 𝑎 =

𝜋∫
0

cot
𝑥

2
sin

(
𝜃

180
𝑥

)
d𝑥; 𝜃 is the inclined angle of the gas outlet and the

barrel axis.
In the case of powder gas flow moving into the device and flowing through the

side hole of the device wall, the flow coefficient is determined [24]:

𝜇𝑠 = 0.97
√︁
𝜏(𝜆1)
𝜋(𝜆1)

𝜀𝑚𝑏 =

(
1 − Ω(𝜆2)

Ω(𝜆1)

)
𝑦(𝜆1)

√︁
𝜏(𝜆1)

𝑆

𝐹
, (16)

where 𝑆 is the cross-sectional area of the device; 𝐹 is the cross-sectional area of
the hole; 𝜆1 is the dimensionless velocity of powder gas flow at the gas port; 𝜆2 is
the dimensionless velocity of gas flow after extracting, is determined:

Φ (𝜑, 𝜆2) = Φ (𝜑, 𝜆1) −
𝑆

𝐹
. (17)

The values of the aerodynamic functions 𝑦(𝜆), 𝜏(𝜆),Ω(𝜆) andΦ(𝜆) are taken from
the appendix table [24].
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The equations for the gas state parameters in the chambers:

𝑝𝑖 = (𝑘 − 1)𝑈𝑖

𝑊𝑖

, (18)

𝑇𝑖 =
𝑘 − 1
𝑅

𝑈𝑖

𝑚𝑖

. (19)

The equations for the heat transfer coefficients are:

𝛼1 =
42

𝑊0.55
1

[
𝐺0.65

𝑑 + 3.1
(
𝐺12 + 𝐺1𝜙

)0.65
]
, (20)

𝛼2 =
42

𝑊0.55
2

[
𝐺0.65

12 + 3.1 (𝐺2𝑑 + 𝐺2Δ)0.65
]
. (21)

The equation for changing the volume of the gas chambers:

𝑊𝑖 = 𝑊𝑖0 + 𝐹𝑏𝑏𝑉 (𝑙), (22)

where 𝑊𝑖0 is the initial volume of the chamber considering the bullet volume; 𝐹𝑏𝑏
is the bottom area of the bullet; 𝑉 (𝑙) is the bullet velocity.

The system of equations is solved in combination with the equations system
of internal ballistics. The integral of differential equations will stop when there is
a decrease in the pressure in the gas chambers to atmospheric pressure.

3. The thermo-gas-dynamic process in the muzzle brake compensator
of the AK assault rifle

3.1. Initial data

The thermo-gas-dynamic process in the muzzle brake compensator attached
to the 7.62 mm AKM assault rifle using 7.62 × 39 mm ammunition was investi-
gated. The initial structural parameters and others necessary for the calculation are
summarized in Table 1 and Table 2.

Table 1. Ballistics data

Parameter Value Parameter Value Parameter Value
𝑑 (m) 7.62 × 10−3 𝑞 (kg) 0.0079 𝑏 (m3/kg) 0.995 × 10−3

𝑑𝑑 (m) 7.92 × 10−3 𝜔 (kg) 0.0016 𝜒 1.06
𝑊0 (m3) 2.18 × 10−6 𝑃0 (N/m2) 4 × 106 𝜒𝜆 –0.06
𝑙0 (m) 0.065 𝑓 (Nm/kg) 98 × 103 𝜃 0.2
𝑆 (m2) 45.6 × 10−6 𝐼𝑘 (Ns/m2) 1275 × 104 𝑐𝑘 1.252
𝑙𝑑 (m) 0.386 𝛼 (m3/N) 10−4 𝑝𝑎 (N/m2) 1.01 × 105

𝑙𝜙 (m) 0.270 𝛿 (N/m3) 1.6 × 104
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Table 2. Parameters of the muzzle device

Parameter Value Parameter Value Parameter Value
𝑑1 (m) 22 × 10−3 𝛿12 (m) 3 × 10−3 𝜑1 (°) 40
𝑑1 (m) 38 × 10−3 𝑑3 (m) 12 × 10−3 𝜑2 (°) 30
𝑑2 (m) 16 × 10−3 𝛿23 (m) 4 × 10−3 𝜑3 (°) 90
𝑙2 (m) 14 × 10−3 𝑑𝑒𝑥 (m) 26 × 10−3 𝛼Δ (°) 34
𝑑12 (m) 8 × 10−3 𝜑 (m) 4 × 10−3

𝜆𝜏 (W/m K) 46.1 𝑎𝜏 (m/s2) 1.2 × 10−5

3.2. Results

The results are presented graphically in Fig. 2 to Fig. 6, describing the temporal
distribution of the main gas parameters in the chambers of the muzzle brake
compensator. The following key parameters are given: time-varying curves of
pressure (Fig. 2), temperature (Fig. 3), gas mass (Fig. 4), gas flow (Fig. 5) and
force produced by the powder gas acting on the gun during the final period of effect
(Fig. 6).

Fig. 2. Graph of pressure curve in two device
chambers over time

Fig. 3. Graph of gas temperature change
in two device chambers over time

As can be seen in Fig. 2, the pressure in the first chamber of the muzzle
device increases sharply, indicating that at this moment the bottom of the bullet has
reached the device channel cross-section. The increase in pressure in the second
chamber of the device indicates the ingress of gas into it at the appropriate time.

On the graph of the temperature distribution in the chambers of the device
(Fig. 3), one can observe a rapid increase in the temperature of the gas flow during
its deceleration by the bullet and the walls of the chambers and the subsequent turn
of the gas in the direction of the slots of the muzzle device. The temperature drops
in the cavities are associated with pronounced dynamics of the flow process.
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Graphs of changing mass of the gas and gas flow clearly show the operation
of each muzzle brake compensator chamber (Fig. 4 and Fig. 5). The greater con-
sumption of mass of the gas in the device is carried out in the first compartment
(close to the muzzle) and smaller – in the second.

Fig. 4. Graph of gas mass change in two device
chambers over time

Fig. 5. Graph of gas flows change in muzzle
device over time

The force graph clearly shows the working effect of the muzzle brake com-
pensator (Fig. 6). Negative thrust values indicate the generation of forces opposite
to the direction of gun motion. Due to the effect of the muzzle device, the bottom
barrel force of the gas pressure during the final effect period when using the muz-
zle brake compensator is smaller than when the device is not available. It is this
reduction in the momentum applied to the gun along the barrel axis combined with

Fig. 6. Graph of forces change of gas in the final effect period in two cases:
without muzzle device and with muzzle device
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the force generated by the side gas flows, which greatly improves the stability of
the gun when firing. Figs. 7 and 8 compare the results of gun dynamics in serial
firing with and without the device. The coefficient of effectiveness of the muzzle
device of the considered design during the departure of the bullet is about 47%.

Fig. 7. Bounce angle of the gun barrel in the
vertical plane in two cases: without muzzle

device and with muzzle device

Fig. 8. Bounce angle of the gun barrel in the
horizontal plane in two cases: without muzzle

device and with muzzle device

The two-chamber design of the muzzle device is loaded by the pressure of
powder gas unevenly. A greater load is the first chamber and a lower load is the
second chamber. The average distribution of high-velocity flow and temperature
over the volume of all chambers of the device as the bullet leaves the device is
approximately the same.

4. Experiment

4.1. Structural model and arrangement of measuring positions on the gun

The experiment was conducted in the firing cellar of the Experimental Center
of Weapons at Le Quy Don Technical University, Vietnam.

The experimental equipment structure includes an AKM assault rifle mounted
on a specialized rack with a reverse block and links to limit errors due to the
gunner’s manipulation while ensuring the most realistic description of normal
firing conditions. The gun is fired by an indirect trigger puller, ensuring that the
trigger force is the internal force (for the gun), thus completely eliminating the
unwanted effects of the shooter on the gun (Figs. 9 and 10). The muzzle device is
attached to the gun when firing, as shown in Fig. 11.

The structural parameters of the rack and the oscillating frame are as follows:
the rack dimensions (length × width × height) are 900 × 250 × 760 mm, weight is
94 kg; the reverse block mass is 20 kg; the stiffness of the reverse block spring is
1600 N/m; and the spring stiffness on the oscillating frame is 55 N/m. Fig. 12 shows
a block diagram describing the experimental system to determine the dynamic
parameters (in the firing plane).

In the diagram of Fig. 12, the measuring object is in the standard state, the
DATRON displacement probe body is fixed on the probe mount and does not move
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Fig. 9. Experimental setup

Fig. 10. Recoil force measuring jig Fig. 11. Experimental muzzle device

when fired, and the reflector mounted on the barrel tip moves with the gun body.
The piezoelectric sensor is located at the gun stock position to determine the axial
recoil force of the gun. The measured signal is sent to the DEWETRON 3000
dynamic signal analyzer. The displacement in two vertical planes (the firing plane)
and the horizontal plane is measured, on that basis one determines the bounce
angle of the gun when firing.
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Fig. 12. The block diagram of the test system: 1 fixed specialized rack; 2 mounting bracket and
displacement sensor; 3 front mount for gun and spring; 4 measuring object (AKM gun); 5 reverse

block and spring; 6 piezoelectric sensor; 7 signal analyzer and display device

4.2. Experimental results

In accordance with the test plan described above, the test carried out mea-
surements for the variants with and without the muzzle device. The graph of the
vertical and horizontal displacement measurement results in the first measurement
is shown in Figs. 13 to 16.

Fig. 13. Bounce angle of the gun without the
muzzle device in the vertical plane

Fig. 14. Bounce angle of the gun without the
muzzle device in the horizontal plane

Fig. 15. Bounce angle of the gun with the
muzzle device in the vertical plane

Fig. 16. Bounce angle of the gun with the
muzzle device in the horizontal plane
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From the results of theoretical calculations and experimental results, after being
processed and evaluated for errors, tables are made to compare the theoretical and
experimental results with the vertical and horizontal bounce angle results at the
end of each shot in the series (Tables 3 and 4).

Table 3. Comparison of theoretical and experimental results for vertical bounce angle
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muzzle device 0.03936 0.0369 6.7 0.07783 0.0728 6.9 0.1103 0.1084 1.8

with
muzzle device 0.0164 0.0153 7.2 0.032 0.0303 5.6 0.045 0.0446 1

Table 4. Comparison of theoretical and experimental results for horizontal bounce angle
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End of 1st shot End of 2nd shot End of 3rd shot
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muzzle device 0.02047 0.0191 7.2 0.03935 0.0376 4.7 0.05515 0.056 1.5

with
muzzle device 0.00856 0.0079 8.4 0.0162 0.0156 3.8 0.0223 0.022 1.4

The result of measuring the recoil force when firing a series of three rounds
on the rack is shown in Fig. 17.

According to the parameters of the measuring system with 1 mV/s = 30 N, we
have the conversion results as in Table 5.

Table 5. Impulse acting on the stock when firing a series of 3 rounds

Impulse (N s)
Shot times

1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th Average
value

without muzzle device 2.625 2.607 2.754 2.559 2.355 2.58
with muzzle device 1.968 1.955 2.093 1.945 1.813 1.955

The intermediate deviation of the dispersion of the gun installed with the muz-
zle brake compensator was determined when shooting the series of three rounds,
number of series 50, in a lying position with a pedestal. From the distribution of
the bullet’s impact points shown in Fig. 18, the intermediate deviations typical for
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Fig. 17. Graph of the result of measuring the recoil force of the 3-shot series

the dispersion of the bullets when firing in series are determined by height and
direction 𝐿𝐻𝑟 = 0.143 m, 𝐿𝐷𝑟 = 0.165 m. The corresponding values of the tables
of shooting are 𝐿𝐻𝑡 = 0.21 m, 𝐿𝐷𝑡 = 0.24 m.

Fig. 18. Bullet impact point distribution

4.3. Comment on experimental results and comparison
with theoretical calculations

The experimental results are in agreement with the theoretical calculation
results. With the measurements for each dynamic parameter of the whole series of
shots, we obtained the value of the different average bounce angle of the gun body
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at the end of each shot and the different forces acting on the gunner’s shoulder.
Those results do not differ much compared with theoretical calculation results (the
error of bounce angle ranges from 1% to 8.4%, the error of recoil force is 9.47%).
This proves that the established model is correct.

The result of comparing the intermediate deviations that characterize the dis-
persion of bullets when firing in series confirms once again the effectiveness of
the muzzle device on the improvement of accuracy of the gun during firing a short
series.

5. Conclusions

A complex physical and mathematical model of the dynamical process that
occurs inside a muzzle device of automatic guns has been presented in this paper.
Calculation of the gas flow process in the muzzle device is carried out simultane-
ously with the internal ballistics problem and the process in the gas engine based
on Maple software. As a result of the calculations, the following was established:

• The process of the gas flow in the barrel, the gas chamber and the muzzle
device has a pronounced non-stationary and essentially non-linear turbulent
character;

• When the gas flow interacts with the chambers of the muzzle device, the
flow and its turn decelerate quickly, resulting in a sharp increase in the
temperature in the chambers and the appearance of intense gas flows with
high mass flow escaping through the holes on the muzzle device;

• In multi-chamber design of the muzzle device, the function of each chamber
is different. The first chamber of the muzzle brake compensator makes the
greatest contribution to the generation of anti-recoil and compensatory force,
the subsequent chamber makes a smaller contribution than the previous one.

• The recoil does not begin to appear when the bullet leaves the muzzle, but
when the bullet begins to move in the initial phase of the shot. On light rifles,
it is completely impossible to eliminate the recoil momentum with the help
of a muzzle device, and the recoil at the beginning of the shot will always
be present. However, due to the effect of the muzzle brake compensator, the
gun’s stability is significantly improved up to the time of the start of the
second shot in the shots series.

The model proposed in this article provides the basis for a quantitative evalu-
ation of the effectiveness of using the muzzle device in stabilizing firearms when
firing.
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