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Introduction

Sprachbund



lingua franca

element *n
of determiners

n ), the genitive 
marker (na nan ) , and in 

a ná bé ‘he is
Yakuba go ne ‘Yakuba is oní òwò ni ‘It is

‘It is
 reveals 

interrelationships between the languages in the sphere of the development of 

where n t
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Multifunctional morphemes - similarities and differences in clausal 

dà in Hausa and nda
variants da and na

 har
and sai

language to language, however the equivalents of har (Fulfulde ha, haa, hade,
Songhay hala, hal, Kanuri hár, Bade kar)

hatta  that has been integrated 

lingua
franca.

As for sai

as séde séi déi
Fulfulde as sey sai

or
ille

 íllá, in Songhay
 allaa

sai and har,
 Sai 

Some common features across language family borders in West Africa



Phrases with sai
) sai be ‘until tomorrow’

)  sai du

see
: pooshi  nyi ka p r  ma’yana, see ci k nya      dee     kwa aa-ki

As aforementioned, in Hausa sai

sai     k

sai

Also har

har

sai and har
Har sai serves to 
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a) har

sai

sai and har, but 

In Kanuri and Fulfulde, languages representing two different families, 

iraa sey on

sái b lad  nan

hal hali, hara, 
hala, har, kala, kal

jaa.

hal hõõ

b) [jaa alfajar]   yer     o         koy     kata       gi

with hala and
words, namely attaa har in Hausa) and 

 ‘long 
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i         koy    too hala makka     here

zaa baab-oo        mana  kaa

hala  a     hasara

sai and har

sai
Verwendung der Partikel sai im Hausa, Afrikanistische Studien 

Nina Pawlak



7

   Songhay  Hausa  
di, dii (KS) ganii/gan/ga
bey (KC)  sanìi/san  
waani~wan (KS)
bara (KC)  barìi/bar  
noo (KS) baa/bai
koy (KS, KC)  jee    

kaa (KS, KC)  
man   kusa

   du, duu (KS)  saamùu
hin   iyàa

If we make the assumption that what is regular is an innovation and what 

 has the form gan
ga

In Songhay, the irregular verb di

di a di agey

7
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However, di/dii

has been reported mainly for Koraboro Senni, the Eastern variety, these verbs 
aa

dii but diy-aa diy-ey
duu but duw-aa duw-ey
baa but bag-aa bag-ey
maa     but maar-aa maar-ey
too       but toor-aa toor-ey

information about some other features that are shared with various irregular 

with other SVO languages of the area rather than with the regular verb phrases 

dà kusa dà
kusa   mun kusa dà gàrii 
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dà in Hausa, nda

b)  dà ku

A      koy-nda      agey      [hendi        ra]

 b) ay      goo-nda      [a      ga]      garow

àkwai and go, goo (KC,KS)

/t

hari goo?
/
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ya t ’i

agrees with feminine singular nouns, 
ne ‘it

slightly different forms, no nono for KC (Heath, 

no?
/

    (KC)  ay nono

in
KC, ti in KS

in ti    [ni   anniy-aa]?

na (ná) in the singular form, but a ( u) in the 

kitabu ni ‘the book is kitabu si ‘the
book is not

paapá in Kera, pooshi

näw aydälläm allä yälläm
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àkwai
àkwai ‘there is 

goo
sii (ši) hari goo? ‘is there 

hari sii

c don t
      b) kini ka di kini man di
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k bu      ko        n     naamo   tobrey

tun b
tun

b
        d l       min

sun and sukà

lìbai sun

b)

have also been attested to in Songhay, as well as in some Mande languages 
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Summary remarks

Sprachbund

Sprachbund

Chad area and beyond its present limits into the major parts of the Sahel belt” 

Caus  Causative      Neg  Negation

COMPL Completive     PAST Past (tense)  

Det  Determiner     Pl Plural
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FUT future     Rel  Relative

Imp  Imperative    Sg Singular

Dictionary of the Hausa Language.

Dictionnaire des emprunts Arabes dans les langues de l’Afrique de 
l’Ouest et en Swahili

Sprachbund in the West African Sahel

When Languages Meet. Language 
Contact and Change in West Africa.

Afrika und Übersee,

A Grammar of Koyra Chiini. The Songhay of Timbuktu.

A Grammar of Koyraboro (Koroboro) Senni.

A Linguistic Geography of Africa. 

A Grammar and Dictionary of the Gude Language. 

Je parle bien bamanan

Mande-Chadic Common Stock. A study of phonological and 
lexical evidence. 

The Hausa Language, An Encyclopedic Reference Grammar

Travaux du Cercle Linguistique de Nice
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Syntactic Markers in Chadic. 
La langue sonay et ses dialectes

The Verb and Related Areal Features in West Africa

Etudes tchadiques: la phrase complexe.

Sprachwissenschaft und Kommunikationforschung

Aspekt adverbialer Subordination im Hausa, Fulfulde und 
Kanuri

Aspects of Co- and Subordination. 
Case Studies from African, Slavonic, and Turkic Languages.
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