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CONFLICT  IN  AN  ORTHODOX  PARISH  IN  LEGNICA  AND  THE  QUESTION 

OF  CHURCH  SERVICE  LANGUAGE 

IN  THE  LIGHT  OF  ACTS  OF  DENOMINATION  OFFICE 

 
Summary. Legnica (German Liegnitz)  a town situated on the Kaczawa River, 69 km west of 

rritorial changes in 1975 it became the capital of Legnica voi-

vodeship. After the end of World War II until the withdrawal of the Soviet army from Poland 

Legnica was the base of the General Staff of Military Groups of Soviet Army (   

). Following the October Thaw a school was opened in the town with Ukrainian as the teach-

ing language. The Orthodox church that was founded several months after the 

by which Ukrainian people from the territory of south-eastern Poland were resettled into post-

German land. The ethnic structure of the parish due to migration process was diverse. In the early 

1970s in the parish there emerged a conflict between two divergent service traditions. Continuing 

for more than a dozen years conflict was also linguistic in nature. Some of the worshippers, in 

favour of Galician service tradition, were advocating for the use of the national language in the 

service. Also, denomination authorities, worried about the disturbance caused by the Greek-

catholic church in the town, took their stance in the conflict.  
 

Key words -Catholic, denomination policy of the state, 

religious conflicts, service, service language 

 


