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planning. Through centuries people have created 
various schemes of development, types of build-
ings in accordance with the rules of functionality 
and ways of arranging the urban interior. All of 
them have evolved together with social and politi-
cal changes, artistic and intellectual trends and aes-
thetic attitudes, retaining spatial order which – to 
some extent – had to be complied with the urban 
regulations. 

Industrial Revolution in France, England and 
later in Germany caused unusual infl ux of peo-
ple into cities. In the beginning their develop-
ment was spontaneous. Then, for political, social 
and sanitary reasons it was in much wider scope 
assumed by local authorities and legislation. In 
such circumstances, urban designing has gained 
an unusual status and meaning which stimulated 
the development of this domain. In consequence, 
the fi rst principle of restricting the area managed 
as town was broken. An extensive development 
was much faster than formal and administrative 
growth.

The result of perceiving all these changes was 
a new, scientifi c conception of town as an organ-
ism1. Patrick Geddes, the designer of rebuilding 
Edinburgh, the enthusiast of German town plan-
ning2 has formulated this “urban theory”. This was 
the fi rst abandonment of a traditional, sociologi-
cal and spatial defi ning the town as a society and 
inhabited place. Separation and independence of 
the notion and phenomenon which could be subject 
to analysis, in consequence has brought new meth-
ods of designing in which town has become the 
subject of creative experiences. The urban theory 
attracted a lot of interest of the German authors. 
Development of German town planning3 was prob-
ably the result of intermingling of two apparently 
opposing trends. The conservative one continued 
ideas descended from Haussmann and baroque 
town planning. The secessionist trend (C. Sitte, 

Introduction

Presenting chosen views of leading creators and 
theoreticians of modernism about town planning 
and architecture, it is possible to indicate their con-
tradiction with principles and tradition of the origin 
and development of cities, in comprehension limited 
to what the European city is. In most cases, towns 
of an antique or medieval genesis, with established 
system of hierarchically set representative and func-
tional space, fi lled with structural tissue which char-
acter has been specifi ed by urban regulations and 
unwritten norms, resulted from both customs and 
technical and economic needs.

Following the way of forming these views, we 
can observe how modifi cation, transformation and 
fi nally contesting of an architectural detail and an 
architectural and urban composition have led to ced-
ing from traditional conception of urban space and 
eventually created the new one.

The European city. 
The birth of contemporary town planning 

– continuation and revolutionariness

The European cities mostly of an antique or 
medieval genesis have got an established system 
of spatial organization and a scheme of functional 
and spatial solutions. Both the fi rst – spontane-
ously developed on rubble of previous structures 
and the second – formed in accordance with the 
plan, had unwritten rules based of an arrangement. 
They have been built on confi ned area, often closed 
by a defensive system. Public space such as a mar-
ket square and other squares and streets, has been 
issued in the area. The rest of land was divided into 
building plots and imparted as private. Buildings 
were arranged in a hierarchy; the more important 
for the local society, the bigger and higher they 
were. Such system has imposed a method of town 
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1 G. Astegno, Town Planning, [in:] Encyclopaedia of World 
Art, T. XIV, London 1967, p. 243. 

2 G. Piccinato, La costruzione dell’urbanistica, Roma 1974, 
p. 53.
3 Ibidem, p. 7 n.














