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Obituarium

Jan Braun (1926-2015)

The passing of a Tutor and Master touches his disciples, evoking thoughts on the
fleeting of life as well as on their attitudes in science. What remains in us of the Master’s
teachings? Are we true to what He taught us? Was it the right way? Did he persuade us
to his views or have we rejected them as too difficult to accept?

Jan Braun was occupied with many fields of linguistics, but he was more than just
a linguist. His education started with Classical philology and archaeology, moving on to
Oriental philology: from the study of classical Greek and Latin through the Caucasian
languages, to the cultures of the Ancient Near East, Hittite, Hurrian and Sumerian languages.
This developed his exceptional skill in language analysis and gave him a broadened
perspective on the study of languages within the scope of his interests.

He was born on 15 May 1926 in L6dZ, in a family of teachers. Graduating in 1947
from a humanistic secondary school, he went on to study the classics in the Classical
Philology Chair of the University of £odz. In May 1949, he was given his first post
as junior assistant in the Classical Philology Chair of the Faculty of the Humanities.
In 1951, he graduated from classical philology, receiving a Master of Philosophy with
a specialty in Classical archaeology. Working on his master’s thesis on the ethnogenesis of
the Etruscans, that is, the fate of the pre-Greek population of the Aegean and Asia Minor
brought an unexpected deepening of interest in the Caucasian languages. His independent
study of Georgian led him in the end of 1951 to embark on doctoral studies at the State
University in Tbilisi where he specialized in Georgian studies. In Georgia, he researched
the vocabulary of the Kartli dialect of Georgian. Four years later he received his doctoral
title in philological studies and returned to Poland to start work at the University of
Warsaw. He was first attached to the Chair of General Linguistic Studies, although he
lectured also for the Oriental section. In 1958, he published a catalogue of Georgian
manuscripts from the collection of the National Museum. This led to a philological study
of the Georgian epic of Shota Rustaveli. He lobbed for a language course in Georgian,
which was established in 1962 in the Oriental Institute of the University of Warsaw,
followed by a two-year course in the Georgian language and culture.
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His interest in the languages of the pre-Indo-Europeans and pre-Semites of Asia
Minor led Braun to the Chair of Ancient Near Eastern Philology, where in 1961 Professor
Rudolf Ranoszek, then head of the Chair, taught him the basics of Hittite and Sumerian
philology. Braun embarked on a study of the origins of Sumerian, proposing in effect
a theory on the ties between Sumerian and the Tibeto-Burman group of the Chinese-
-Tibetan language family.

In 1964, he took up on his own request a lecturer’s post in the Chair of Ancient
Near Eastern Philology, developing Sumerian studies, while devoting himself at the same
time to a study of the Basque language and its cognateness with southern Caucasian
languages. In 1967-1970, he served as a senior lecturer and became a Reader at the
Oriental Institute in June 1970.

His broad interests were reflected in Braun’s extensive itinerary of journeys abroad:
in late 1963 he was conducting research in Berlin and Leipzig, from December 1972
to April 1973 he was in Baghdad, lecturing at the local university and studying in the
Irag Museum. In 1976-1977, he gave a series of lectures at the request of Georgian
authorities, teaching Basque linguistics at the State University of Tbilisi and preparing
for publication a textbook of the Basque language. Simultaneously with his teaching he
took part in international scientific conferences and congresses on Caucasian, Sumerian,
Basque and Etruscan language themes: Tbilisi 1966, Paris 1973, Budapest 1974, Jena
1975, Paris 1977, Leipzig 1979, Bilbao 1980, Tbilisi 1982, Oslo and Perugia 1986, San
Sebastian and Tbilisi 1987, Paris and Tbilisi 1988, London 1990, Maikop 1992, Bayonne
1993, Marburg 1994.

From 1970 to 1975 he headed the Ancient Near Eastern Philology Department. For
thirty years he was also a member of the General Board of the Polish Oriental Society.
He also sat on the Oriental Studies Committee of the Polish Academy of Sciences and
the Consultative Group of the “Studia Antiqua” publishing series. In 1986, he was elected
to the Societas Caucasologica Europaea. His habilitation in 1991 was based on a series
of articles on the genetic relations between Basque and Kartli languages and in 1995
he received his nomination as a professor of the University of Warsaw. He supervised
two doctoral theses. Five times he was distinguished by the Rector of the University of
Warsaw for his didactic and teaching as well as organizational achievement. For many
years he was Poland’s sole expert on Georgian and broadly understood Georgian literature.
In recognition of his output the Rector of the State University in Tbilisi awarded him the
Ivane Jakakhishvili medal. In June 2002 he was elected a foreign member of the Georgian
Academy of Sciences and in 2007 he received a honoris causa doctoral degree from
the University in Tbilisi. In 2014 he was honored with the Order of St Grigol Peradze.

His passing on 29 June 2015 has remained in the memory of his associates and friends.
Condolences were forwarded also by the Deputy Speaker of the Georgian Parliament,
the President of the Georgian Academy of Sciences, Rector of the University of Thbilisi,
Dean of the Department of the Humanities of the University of Tbilisi, Director of the
Arnold Chikobava Institute of Linguistics and many Georgian friends.
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Having studied with the Professor I well remember his strong conviction about
philology being a science and the need for diachronic studies of each and every issue.
He instilled in all of his students an in-depth and systematic approach to research and
leisurely judgment. I remember him coming back with great energy from his voyages in
Turkey, Italy, Georgia and the land of the Basques. We all have in mind still his classes
on Sumerian grammar, which showed the immense breadth of his interests. We are glad
we could participate in them.

Verses from Shota Rustaveli’s epic poem Knight in a Panther’s Skin, on which
Professor Braun spent many an hour of study, illustrate well his life and works:

Wisdom without action to confirm it is worth little.
The objective of reason is to take its place in the higher order of the world.

Olga Drewnowska

A Complete Bibliography of Jan Braun
Books

1984 dobgmoemgooll dgbogoQo (Baskologiis Sesavali — Introduction to basquol-
0gy), ®00Qobol 9bogghlophghol godm3Egdemdo (Thilisis Universitetis
Gamomcembloma), Tbilisi, pp. 104.

1998 Euscaro-Caucasica: Historical and Comparative Studies on Kartvelian and
Basque. Philologia Orientalis 4. Warszawa: Dialog, pp. 147.

2001 Sumerian and Tibeto-Burman. Warszawa: Agade, pp. 93.

2004 Sumerian and Tibeto-Burman: Additional Studies, Warszawa: Agade, pp. 36.

2007 Luvian and Tyrsenian. Warszawa: Agade, pp. 35.

2008 Protokartvelian. Warszawa: Agade, pp. 31.

2009 Kassite and Dravidian. Warszawa: Agade, pp. 15.

Books edited

1958 Katalog rekopisow ormianskich i gruzinskich. Dzial ormianski opracowat
Kazimierz Roszko, dziat gruzinski opracowat Jan Braun. Katalog rgkopisow
orientalnych ze zbioréw polskich, tom 3. Warszawa: PWN.

1962 Pod Araratem i Kazbekiem: przystowia, bajki, zagadki, wybrali 1 przelozyli
z oryginaléw ormianskich i gruzinskich Kazimierz Roszko, Jan Braun. Seria:
Mysli srebrne i ztote 6. Warszawa: WP.

1967 Pod Araratem i Kazbekiem: przystowia, bajki, zagadki, wybrali i przetozyli
z oryginatéw ormianskich i gruzinskich Kazimierz Roszko, Jan Braun. Seria:
Myéli srebrne i ztote 6. Warszawa: WP (2" ed.).
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Mezopotamia. Skrypt dla studentow szkot wyzszych. Praca zbiorowa pod red.
dra Jana Brauna, Warszawa: PWN.

Written on Clay and Stone. Ancient Near Eastern Studies Presented to Krystyna
Szarzynska on the Occasion of Her 80™ Birthday, ed. by Jan Braun, Krystyna
Lyczkowska, Maciej Popko, Piotr Steinkeller, Warszawa: Agade.

Articles

“g390bobhgomlboll obogo 3dmombyho wobdgdobo” (Vepxistqaosnis
axali polonuri targmani — Nowy przektad polski ,,Rycerza w tygrysiej skorze”),
“Qothghobhnhyeo 30dgmo”, mdoQobo, Literaturuli Gazeti nr 21, p. 4.
“Cnosapuvie cxooncoenusi 6acKCcKko2o u kapmeenvbckux s3vikos”, [in:] VII nayunas
KoHpepenyus acnupanmog TOuIucckoeo 20Cy0apCmeenHo20 YHUBepCUumema.
Ilnan pabomur u mesucwvt dokiados, Toummcu: Axanemust Hayk I'py3uHCKON
CCP, pp. 40-42.

[with G.A. Klimov] “O6 ucmopuueckom 63aumMOOmMHOUEHUU YPAPNICKO2O
u ubepuiicko-kagkazckux azvikos”, [in:] V (XI) nayunas ceccus Huncmumyma
Azvikosnanus Axaoemuu Hayk Ipysunckoti CCP, 10, 11 u 12 uiona 1954 .
Ilnan pabomul u mesucwvt dokiados, Toumncu: Axanemust Hayk ['py3uHCKON
CCP, pp. 49-52.

“Munocoruynocmo (noaunpoconusi) epysunckoeo enazoia. Asropedepar
KaHAUIATCKOW muccepTrannu’’, TOMIUCCKHMIA TOCYNapCTBEHHBIH YHUBEPCHUTET,
Townmwmcu, pp. 1-15.

“Rekopisy gruzinskie”, [in:] Katalog rekopisow ormianskich i gruzinskich.
Dziatl ormianski opracowat Kazimierz Roszko, dziat gruzinski opracowat Jan
Braun. Katalog rekopiséw orientalnych ze zbiorow polskich, tom 3. Warszawa:
PWN, pp. 49-59.

“Z poezji gruzinskiej”, Przeglgd Orientalistyczny 2 (30): 195-200.

“ABC Gruzji”, [in:] Materialy repertuarowe i informacyjne Zarzqgdu Gtownego
TPPR., nr 4 — Na dni kultury gruzinskiej w Polsce (28.XI1-4.XII 1959),
Warszawa, pp. 85-86.

“Gruzja”, [in:] Pod Araratem i Kazbekiem. Przystowia, bajki i zagadki, wybrali
i przetozyli z oryginalow ormianskich i gruzinskich Kazimierz Roszko, Jan
Braun. Seria: Mysli srebrne i ztote 6. Warszawa: WP, pp. 109-175.
“Pochodzenie jezyka sumeryjskiego”, [in:] Sesja Jubileuszowa XXX-lecia Insty-
tutu Orientalistycznego Uniwersytetu Warszawskiego, 21-22.1.1964. Komunikaty
Naukowe, Warszawa: WUW, pp. 31-36.

“Gruzinska literatura”, [in:] Wielka Encyklopedia Powszechna PWN, tom 4,
Warszawa: PWN, p. 455.

“Gruzinski jezyk”, [in:] Wielka Encyklopedia Powszechna PWN, tom 4,
Warszawa: PWN, p. 457.
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“Kaukaskie jezyki”, [in:] Wielka Encyklopedia Powszechna PWN, tom 5,
Warszawa: PWN, p. 540.

ca. 20 small entries pertainting to the philology of Georgian, philology of
ancient Near East and linguistics for Wielka Encyklopedia Powszechna PWN.
“Gruzja”, [in:] Pod Araratem i Kazbekiem: przystowa, bajki i zagadki, wybrali
i przetozyli z oryginalow ormianskich i gruzinskich Kazimierz Roszko, Jan
Braun. Seria: MySli srebrne i ztote 6. Warszawa: WP, pp. 133-200 (2" ed.).
“Literatura dagestanska, gruzinska, kabardynska i osetynska” (20 entries), [in:]
Maty stownik pisarzy Swiata, ed. L. Bielas. Warszawa: WP.

“Stosunki etniczne starozytnej Mezopotamii”, [in:] Mezopotamia. Skrypt dla
studentow szkot wyzszych. Praca zbiorowa pod red. dra Jana Brauna, Warszawa:
PWN, pp. 46-49.

“Jezyk sumeryjski”, [in:] Mezopotamia. Skrypt dla studentow szkot wyzszych.
Praca zbiorowa pod red. dra Jana Brauna, Warszawa: PWN, pp. 50-57.
“Jezyk hurycki”, [in:] Mezopotamia. Skrypt dla studentow szkof wyzszych. Praca
zbiorowa pod red. dra Jana Brauna, Warszawa: PWN, pp. 73-76.

“Literatura dagestanska, gruzinska, kabardynska i osetynska” (20 entries), [in:]
Maly stownik pisarzy swiata, eds. K. Hanulak, H. Olszewski. Warszawa: WP
(2nd ed.).

“dobgypho 960~ (Baskuri ena — Jezyk baskijski), [in:] Joboyeo Lodgmmo
963030m39w00 (Kartuli Sabcota Enciklopedia — Gruzinska encyklopedia
radziecka), P. 2, mdogqobo (Tbilisi), p. 223.

“bohygo BodImmddyeo Logdobmgzgoml LLEOE dgEboghgodomo
030093008 Loghom 3hgool Loopodoegm Laboodg” (Sitqva Sakart-
velos SSR Mecnierebata Akademiis saerto krebis saiubileo sesiaze — Odczyt
wygloszony na jubileuszowej sesji Zgromadzenia Ogdlnego Akademii Nauk
Gruzinskiej SSR, po$wigconej uczczeniu 600-lecia urodzin Szoty Rustaweli),
[in:] Obmoggeo dbmgeom Qohghonhhodo (Rustveli msoplio literaturasi),
p. 2, mdogobo (Thilisi), pp. 85-86.

“bbmggeo 3membgmdo” (Rustveli Polonetsi — Rustaweli w Polsce), [in:]
Opbmoggeo  dbmygom  Qohghobhhodo (Rustveli msoplio literaturasi),
p. 2, mdoQobo (Thilisi), pp. 87-88.

“An Unknown Inscription of Urlumma, King of Umma”, Rocznik Oriental-
istyczny 41/1, pp. 13-14.

“Euscaro-Caucasica”, [in:] Euskalarien nazioarteko jardunaldiak/ Encuentros
internacionales de vascologos, lker-1. Bilbo: Real Academia de la Lengua
Vasca, pp. 213-219.

“Oob3nMo o 3o330LoYPMo” (Baskuri da kavkasiuri — Euscaro-Cauca-
sica), [in:] 0090oyn0—30330Loyho gbomdgEboghgdol BgooBpgyeo
(Iberiul-Kavkasiuri Enatmecnierebis Celigdeuli) VIII, @dogobo (Tbilisi),
pp. 203-215.
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“Philology of the Ancient Near East”, [in:] Oriental Studies in the Sixty Years
of Independent Poland, ed. W. Tyloch. Warsaw: Polish Scientific Publishers,
pp. 7-9.

“Africadas de las lenguas kartvélicas y sus correspondencias regulares en el
vasco: observaciones adicionales”, [in:] Symbolae Ludovico Mitxelena sep-
tuagenario oblatae, ed. J.L. Melena. Vitoria: Universidad del Pais Vasco,
pp. 875-879.

“The Grammatical Category of Article in Kartvelian and Basque: A Compara-
tive Study”, Studia Caucasologica 1: 38-41.

“JlpeBHeiimue GopMbl Kay3aTHBa B KapTBEJIBCKUX A3bIKaX U B OackckoM”, [in:]
Mamepuanvt Ilepgoco mencOyHapoOHo20 KAPMEEL02Uueckoeo CUMNO3UYMA,
Toumucu, pp. 85-89.

“Nomina verbalia en las lenguas kartvélicas y en el vasco”, [in:] Euskara
Biltzarra. Il Congreso Mundial Vasco. Congreso de la lengua vasca, Vitoria-
Gasteiz: Servicio Central de Publicationes del Gobernio Vasco, pp. 227-232.
“Proto-Kartvelian Declension and its Development”, Lingua Posnaniensis
34: 7-9.

“Korma 6acku moTepsi KOHTAKT C OCTAIBHBIMH KapTBEIHCKIMH TIeMEeHaMH?”,
Rocznik Orientalistyczny 48/2: 35-43.

“Baskowie”, [in:] Encyklopedia Szkolna: Historia, Warszawa: WSIP, p. 4.
“Etruskowie”, [in:] Encyklopedia Szkolna: Historia, Warszawa: WSIP, p. 7.
“Xarrckuil u adxaszo-aabirckuit / Hattian and Abasgo-Kerketian”, Rocznik
Orientalistyczny 49/1: 15-23.

“Nombres de los insectos en las lenguas kartvélicas y en el vasco”, [in:] La
langue basque parmi les autres: influences, comparaisons, ed. J.B. Orpustan.
Actes du Colloque International de ’'URA 1055 du CNRS (Bayonne, 27-28 sep-
tembre 1993). Baigorii: Izpegi, pp. 77-85.

“Sobre la estructura y el mecanismo del verbo viejo georgiano”, [in:] La langue
basque parmi les autres: influences, comparaisons, ed. J.B. Orpustan. Actes du
Colloque International de I’'URA 1055 du CNRS (Bayonne, 27-28 septembre
1993). Baigorii: Izpegi, pp. 87-92.

“Addenda Carica”, Rocznik Orientalistyczny 50/1: 41-52.

“Oronb Boma”, [in:]: 03069 Fog0bodgz000L mdogoboll LobgedBogm
160396Lbohgho, dyxhod  ¢38d3p6Hodgl  (Eodopgdol 70
Boobmogolbopdo dodpzbogo 3MgdyNQo), mdoQolbol PbogzghLohghoL
300m0(399Qmd o, [Zurab Cumburizis dabadebis 70 Clistavisadmi midzghvnili
krebuli, Tbilisis universitetis gamomcemloba], ®d0Qobo (Tbilisi), pp. 54-56.
“BTopHuHBIi XapakTep TapMOHMYECKHMX KOHCOHAHTHBIX KOMIIJICKCOB
JIEIIECCHBHOTO Psifia B KAPTBEIbCKHX A3bIKax”, [in:] Arnold C ik ‘obavas dabade-
bis 100 clist ‘avisadmi mizgvnili saert ‘asoriso simpoziumis masalebi | Materials
of the International Symposium dedicated to the 100th birth anniversary of
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Arnold Chikobava, eds. G. Kvarac‘xelia, V. Sengelia. Tbilisi: Tbilisskij Gosu-
darstvennyj Universitet im. 1. Dzavaxisvili, pp. 148-150.

“Verbos kartvélicos y vascos”, [in:] Fontes linguae vasconum. Studia et docu-
menta nr 86, year 33: 5-12.

“JlokanbHble TPEGUKCHI XATTCKOTO Tiarojia U Te ke Moppembl B adxaso-
aJIbITCKUX s13bkax”, [in:] Silva Anatolica. Anatolian Studies Presented to Maciej
Popko on the Occasion of His 65th Birthday, ed. Piotr Taracha. Warszawa:
Agade, pp. 55-56.

“Wieloosobowosc czasownika w jezyku gruzinskim”, Pro Georgia: Journal of
Kartvelological Studies 9-10: 19-31.

“Pelasgian and Tracian Personal Names in Tyrsenian Language”, [in:] Here
and there. Studies in Honour of Krystyna tyczkowska, ed. O. Drewnowska.
Warszawa: Agade, pp. 9-11.

“IIpoTtokaprBenbckuit s3bIK”, Pro Georgia: Journal of Kartvelological Studies
18: 5-14.

Consultations

Szota Rustaweli, Wicigdz w tygrysiej skorze, przektad fragmentow, trawestacje
i stowo wiazace Jerzego Zagorskiego, konsultacja filologiczna Jan Braun,
Krakéw: WL.

D.M. Lang, Dawna Gruzja, przetozyt Wojciech Hensel, konsultant Jan Braun,
Warszawa: PIW.

Zwigzek Radziecki: Gruzja, praca zbiorowa pod red. F.F. Davitaja, thumaczyli
z jezyka rosyjskiego Leszek Baraniecki, Ryszard Ciszewski, konsultant nazw
i termindéw gruzinskich Jan Braun, Warszawa: PWN.

Szota Rustaweli, Rycerz w tygrysiej skorze, przetozyt i postowiem opatrzyt
Jerzy Zagorski przy konsultacji filologicznej Jana Brauna, Krakéw: WL.
Ballady i romance baskijskie, wiek XVII, przektady dokonane przy wspolpracy
filologicznej doc. dra Jana Brauna, [in:] Zofia Szleyen, Czekajgc na lubego.
Poezja mitosna dawnej Hiszpanii. Krakow: WL, pp. 137-144.

Szota Rustaweli, Rycerz w tygrysiej skorze, przetozyt i postowiem opatrzyt Jerzy
Zagorski przy konsultacji filologicznej Jana Brauna, Krakow: WL (2" ed.).
Jakub Curtaveli, Meczenstwo Swietej Szuszanik, przetozyt 1 wstepem opatrzyt
Eugeniusz Biedka, konsultacja filologiczna Jan Braun. Krakéw: Miniatura.

Bibliography of Jan Braun dealing with kartvelology see in Pro Georgia:
Journal of Kartvelological Studies 9-10: 32-35.
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