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Professor Zdzistaw Czeppe at Palffyodden, Serkapp Land, in 1981 (photo by A. Krawczyk)




474 Krzysztof Birkenmajer

It is a sad duty for a colleague of 35 years in Polish Polar research to
commemorate his longtime friend Professor Dr Zdzistaw Czeppe who unexpec-
tedly passed away on 19 August 1991. And a good friend like him, always ready
to help others in need, unselfishly devoted to scientific research in the Arctic.

Zdzistaw Czeppe was born on 22 November 1917 at Limanowa, Polish
Carpathians. On completing his education in the Jaslo Gymnasium in 1936, he
started his studies in geography at the Jagiellonian University in Cracow. After the
outbreak of World War I1, he joined the Polish Army fighting against the enemy in
southern Poland. Avoiding possible imprisonment by the Nazi, he crossed the
Rumanian border, and via Hungary and Italy arrived in France where he enlisted
in the Polish Forces in exile. With the IIIrd Polish Infantry Divison leaving
defeated France in 1940, he arrived in England where he was soon transferred to
the Polish Air Forces operating under British command. As a navigator in the
Polish Bombing Squadron No 300, he flew several missions over Germany until
May 1944. For his bravery, he was decorated three times with Polish War Cross
and three times with Air Medal, and also with several British war distinctions.

The World War II over, Zdzistaw Czeppe decided to continue his university
studies, this time at the London University, where he completed two courses
during academic years 1944/45 and 1945/46. In Spring 1947, he returned to
Poland, and from September 1947 resumed his university career, firstly as an
assistant at the Department of Physical Geography of the Wroctaw University.
There, he was able to obtain his M. Sc. degree in geography in 1949. In Autumn
of the same year, he moved to Cracow where, until his retirement in 1987, he was
a staff member at the Institute of Geography of the Jagiellonian University,
passing through all successive stages of an illustrious university career up to
a professorship in 1978.

Zdzistaw Czeppe began his Polar studies in 1957 on the occasion of the I1Ird
International Geophysical Year. He became a member of the wintering team
(1957-58) at the Polish Scientific Station at Isbjgrnhamna, Hornsund, south
Spitsbergen, led by Docent Dr Stanistaw Siedlecki. This gave him an excellent
opportunity to get acquainted with working conditions and challenges of an
Arctic country, and to study various problems in geomorphology of periglacial
zone, including permafrost — his main field of interest, at the same time being
responsible for routine meteorological observations. And on top of all this, he
was also an alternate radio officer.

The permafrost studies in Spitsbergen resulted in his Ph.D. thesis on “Annual
course of frost heave of soil cover at Hornsund, Spitsbergen, 1957-58", the
scientific degree granted to him at the Jagiellonian University in 1959. Zdzistaw
Czeppe continued his permafrost studies at Hornsund during the summer
expeditions of 1959 and 1960, and in 1960 he had a good chance to present the
results of his research to the members of the Svalbard excursions of the
International Geological Congress (Copenhagen, 1960) and the International
Geographical Congress (Stockholm, 1960).
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Professor Zdzistaw Czeppe (in foreground) at Palffyodden, Serkapp Land, in 1981
(photo by A. Krawczyk)

From 1960 to 1990, Professor Czeppe presented results of his periglacial
Polar studies in many scientific centres in Europe and United States of America,
and at scientific congresses, at the same time carrying out extensive geomor-
phological studies in Poland. In 1979, he created a Polar Research Data Facility
at the Institute of Geography, Jagiellonian University, to serve the Polish and
international Polar community.

In 1980, Prof. Czeppe resumed his Spitsbergen studies. For his five-years
summer expeditions plan he selected the western part of Serkapp Land,
a relatively little known area from geomorphological viewpoint, which had
played the role of an Arctic “oazis” during the last glaciations. A variety of
studies carried out by himself (in 1980 and 1981), and by his disciples and
collaborators, contributed a great deal to the present knowledge of the area. His
successors continue now along well-established lines of research which Professor
Czeppe helped to put in operation, but also open new fields of scientific study
aimed at understanding evolution of a terrestrial Arctic environment, and the
role played in it by the man.
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Jagiellonian University Expedition to Serkapp Land in 1981. In front of Palffyodden hut,
Professor Zdzistaw Czeppe second from right (photo by A. Krawczyk)

As the chairman of the Polish Committeee on Polar Research since 1984,
I recall with great pleasure my good co-operation with Professor Czeppe who
had been the chairman of the Commission on History and Documentation of
Polish Polar Research and a member of the Committee Presidium as well. The
Polish Polar community will greatly miss him.

Krzysztof BIRKENMAJER

Polar publications by Professor Z. Czeppe

1955. Nowe odkrycia arktyczne (New Arctic discoveries — in Polish). Czasop. Geogr., 26 (3):
271-272.
1958. Metody badania intensywnosci procesow rzezbotworczych (Methods of investigation of
intensity of relief-forming processes in the Arctic — in Polish). — Problemy, 1: 52-53.
— Rejs wsrod lodow (A voyage amongst pack-ice — in Polish). — Wszech§wiat, 11: 309-312
— Mowi stacja na lodowcu Werenskiolda (The Station on Werenskioldbreen is calling — in
Polish). — Wszechswiat, 12: 358-361.
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Spotkanie z misiami (An encounter with Polar bears — in Polish). — Problemy, 9: 680-682.
Listy zza kregu polarnego. Pierwsze kroki (Letters from behind the Polar Circle, 1 — in).
— Poznaj Swiat, 2: 15-16.

Listy zza kregu polarnego. Wycieczka w glab fiordu (Letters from behind the Polar Circle,
2 — in Polish). — Poznaj Swiat, 3: 37.

Listy zza kregu polarnego. Gdy noc nie rozni si¢ od dnia (Letters from behind the Polar Circle,
3 — in Polish). — Poznaj Swiat, 4: 13.

Listy zza kregu polarnego. Wsrod sztormow i burz (Letters from behind the Polar Circle,
4 — in Polish). — Poznaj Swiat, 5: 13.

Uroki polarnej nocy (Charms of the Polar night — in Polish). — Problemy, 2: 139-140.
Uwagi o procesie wymarzania glazow (Remarks on frost-heave). — Czasop. Geogr., 30 (2):
195-202. :

The morphological and periglacial research of the Polish IGY Spitsbergen Expedition in
Hornsund, 1957-1958. — XXI Int. Geogr. Congress (Stockholm, 1990). Guidebook for
Svalbard Excursion.

Morfologiczna rola mrozowych ruchéw gruntu na Spitsbergenie (Morphological role of frost
heave in Spitsbergen soils — in Polish). — II Sympoz. Pol. Wypr. na Spitsbergen. Str. ref.
i kom.: 44.

Procesy brzegowe Zachodniego Spitsbergenu (Coastal processes in West Spitsbergen — in
Polish). — II Sympoz. Nauk. Pol. Wypr. na Spitsbergen, Str. ref. i kom.: 31. .
Annual course and the morphological effect of the vertical frost movements of soil at
Hornsund, Vestspitsbergen. — Bull. Acad. Pol. Sci., Ser. Géol., Géogr., 8: 145-148.
Thermic differentiation of the active layer and its influence upon the frost heave in periglacial
regions (Spitsbergen). — Bull. Acad. Pol. Sci., Sér. Géol., Géogr., 8: 149-152.

Roczny przebieg mrozowych ruchow gruntu w Hornsundzie (Spitsbergen) 1957-1958 (Annual
course of frost ground movements at Hornsund, Spitsbergen, 1957-1958). — Zesz. Nauk.
Uniw. Jagiell., Prace Geogr., 3: 1-75.

Exfoliation in a periglacial climate. — XXth Int. Geogr. Congr. (London, 1964), Abstr.: 5-10.
Exfoliation in a periglacial climate. — Geogr. Polon., 2: 5-10.

Przebieg gtownych proceséw morfogenetycznych w potudniowo-zachodnim Spitsbergenie
(The course of the main morphogenetic processes in south-west Spitsbergen). — Zesz. Nauk.
Uniw. Jagiell., Prace Geogr., 13: 1-125.

Movement of soil due to frost on the northern coast of Hornsund, Vestspitsbergen . — In:
Polish Spitsbergen Expeditions 1957-1960, Summary of Scientific Results (K. Birkenmajer,
ed.), Polish Academy of Sciences, Warszawa: 195-199.

Einige geomorphologische Prozesse in der Auftauschicht auf Spitzbergen. — Wiss. Ztschr. F.
Schiller Univ. Jena, Math. — naturwiss. Reihe, 2: 241-244.

The annual rhythm of morphogenetic processes in Spitsbergen. — Geogr. Polon., 14: 57-65.
Udziat przedstawicieli krakowskiego osrodka naukowego w badaniach polarnych (Par-
ticipation of Cracow scientists in Polar research — in Polish). — VII Sympoz. Polarne,
Krakow-Osieczany: 9-16.

(with A. Krawczyk) Wyprawa Instytutu Geografii Uniwersytetu Jagiellonskiego na Spitsber-
gen w 1980 r. (Spitsbergen Expedition of the Institute of Geography, Jagiellonian University,
in 1980). — VIII Sympoz. Polarne, Sosnowiec, Materialy, 2: 19-20.

Polar research in the Jagiellonian University. — Zesz. Nauk. Uniw. Jagiell., Prace Geogr., 61:
15-20.

(Editor) Polar Studies of the Jagiellonian University. Spitsbergen Expeditions 1980-1982.
— Zesz. Nauk. Uniw. Jagiell., Prace Geogr., 63: 132 pp.

— Introduction. In: Polar Studies of the Jagiellonian University. Spitsbergen Expeditions

1985.

1980-1982. — Zesz. Nauk. Uniw. Jagiell., Prace Geogr., 63: 7-8.
(with W. Ziaja) Structure of the geographical environment of the north-western Serkappland
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(Spitsbergen). In: Polar Studies of the Jagiellonian University. Spitsbergen Expeditions
1980-1982. — Zesz, Nauk. Uniw. Jagiell., Prace Geogr., 63: 19-32.

1988. (with W. Ziaja) Mapa osadow czwartorzgdowych zachodniego Serkapp Land, Spitsbergen
(Map of Quaternary deposits of western Serkapp Land, Spitsbergen — in Polish). — XV
Sympoz. Polarne, Wroctaw 19-21 V 1988: 88.

1989. (Editor) Polar Studies of the Jagiellonian University. II: Spitsbergen Expeditions 1983-1987.
— Zesz. Nauk. Uniw. Jagiell., Prace Geogr., 81: 282 pp.

— Introduction. In: Polar Studies of the Jagiellonian University. II: Spitsbergen Expeditions
1983-1987. — Zesz. Nauk. Uniw. Jagiell., Prace Geogr., 81: 7-8.

— (with W. Ziaja) Comment on the Quaternary deposits map of the western Serkapp Land,
Spitsbergen 1 : 25 000. In: Polar Studies of the Jagiellonian University, II: Spitsbergen
Expeditions 1983-1987. — Zesz. Nauk. Uniw. Jagiell., Prace Geogr., 81: 57-64.



