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Notes on fishes in Hornsund fjord
area (Spitsbergen)

ABSTRACT: During marine ecological surveys conducted by Polish expeditions in
South Spitsbergen area 14 fish species were collected. The length frequency, the diet and
some other ecological informations are presented for the most common species.
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Introduction

In contrast to the shelf and open sea waters of Spitsbergen the ichthyo-
fauna of the fjords and coastal waters is poorly known. The only exception
is the Isfjorden (West Spitsbergen) studied in this respect by Hofstein
(1919) and Hognestadt (1963). Some information about Spitsbergen coastal
fishes can be found also in the papers by Collet (1880), Ehrenbaum (1905)
and AndriaSev (1954, 1964).

Coastal areas might be important as feeding grounds for young com-
mercial fishes in Spitsbergen region (Haug and Gulliksen 1982); this fact
as well as the increasing interest in biology of the Arctic cod have called
more attention to the Arctic coastal water fishes (Craig et al. 1982, 1985;
MatiSov 1986).

The purpose of the present study is to give preliminary informations
on fish species occurrence, their feeding habits and ecology as a contribution
to the wide ecological survey carried out by Polish expeditions in South
Spitsbergen area (Klekowski and Opalinski, in press).

Material and methods

Fishes were collected in the years 1977, 1979, 1980, 1981/82 and mainly
in 1984/85 as by-catch material during benthic sampling with the use of

































