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Isolated vertebrae of teleostean fishes
from the Paleogene of Antarctica

ABSTRACT: Basing on isolated vertebrae. fossil fishes of the order Gadiformes
have been first discovered in sediments of the La Meseta Formation (upper Eocene —
?lower Oligocene) on Seymour (Marambio) Island, West Antarctica. This is one of the oldest
and the only locality with the Gadiformes skeletal remains in the Southern Hemisphere.
Other poorly preserved centra have been determined as Teleostei (order incertae sedis).
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Introduction

Over 40 isolated vertebrae of teleostean fishes have been found in
Tertiary strata on Seymour Island, West Antarctica. The material comes
from sediment of the upper Eocene — ?lower Oligocene La Meseta For-
mation (unit III according to Elliot and Trautman 1982). It has been
collected by the members of the 9th Polish Antarctic Expedition during
the Argentine — Polish Field Party in 1985 (Myrcha and Tatur 1986,
1988). The fish vertebrae come from the lithological sequence described
by Gazdzicki et al. (in press) see: Fig. 1.

All the fossil remains of the Teleostei known to date from the area
of Antarctica come exclusively from the La Meseta Formation on the
Seymour Island. The first record (Woodward 1908) of fossil centra of fishes
of the family Nototheniidae is doubtful (De Witt, fide Andriashev 1986,
Grande and Eastman 1986), since the state of their preservation allows
only a general statement that they belong to the Teleostei. More numerous
isolated remains of these fishes were described by Grande and Eastman
(1986). Basing on pectoral fin spine and on a fragment of dentary, they
first recorded the presence of a representative of the silurform fishes















































