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The human factor in Bia�owie�a.
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There is a saying in Sweden that �sometimes 
one misses the forest for the trees,� and 

I think this is a good way of expressing the topic of 
this special issue. The species we will be discussing 
can be considered either as a devil or as a saint, and 
I will try to explain this. The organizers of the con-
ference stated that its purpose is to �evaluate the sci-
entific merit and justification of sanitary felling in 
protected forest areas and develop best possible rec-
ommendations for the protection of the bark-bee-
tle-affected Bia�owie�a Forest.� In natural resource 
management, various types of overhead and organi-
zational schemes are typically presented on a neutral 
white background � yet it is in fact this background 
that is often the most interesting part. In this case, 

the keynote species in the background of this con-
tentious debate is not really the bark beetle, but in 
fact homo sapiens.

Questions about forest services
I will begin by outlining the history of forestry pol-
icy, which is what the problem largely boils down 
to. Such policy has evolved from single-benefit to 
multiple-benefit, taking into consideration the pres-
ervation of the environment. As a scientist dealing 
with contested issues, I try to preserve an objective 
perspective and not become too attached to any par-
ticular opinion. I of course do realize that Bia�ow-
ie�a is the cradle of forestry in Poland, that many 
innovations have come from there and that Polish 
foresters are very proud of that fact.

For centuries, wood was the world�s most im-
portant natural resource. It was not until the ����s 
and ��s that the priority of protecting forested areas 
and biodiversity began to make some inroads with 
respect to timber-harvesting, although much still 
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remains to be done in this regard. In the future, we 
may perhaps see a greater balancing of economic, 
ecological, sociological and cultural interests, al-
though there is still a long way to go.

For any policymaker it can be confusing when 
research paradigms shift. These days it has become 
fashionable to talk about �ecosystem services,� al-
though this is essentially a new name for old ideas. 
In environmental management there are different 
interest groups that focus on various aspects of 
the landscape � some actors think about forests, 
others about legal regulations, others about agri-
culture. The term �green infrastructure� captures 
this, as a specially designed network of natural and 
semi-natural areas meant to ensure a broad range of 
ecosystem services while at the same time protecting 
biological diversity. Given the diversity of ways of 
managing forested areas, it is obvious that none of 
them is able on its own to ensure all the objectives 
of sustainable forest development or deliver all eco-
system services. There are many aspects to sustain-
able development: economic, ecological, sociologi-
cal, and cultural. The model based on clear-felling 
systems is desirable from the economic standpoint, 
yielding the highest profits, and from the sociocul-
tural standpoint, because it preserves traditional 

employment in the forestry industry, but it is not 
good for many species of plants and animals. Natu-
ral disturbances, in turn, are disastrous from an eco-
nomic standpoint yet beneficial from an ecological 
perspective, whereas from the sociocultural stand-
point they can, for instance, create modern jobs.

Two faces of the bark beetle
Let us now consider the various ways we can look at 
the bark beetle. Foresters see it as a devil, as it kills 
trees. It poses a danger to the forest, at least as for-
esters perceive the forest. The solution is to cut trees 
that have been infected, for safety reasons or in the 
hope that this will stop the infestation. But is that 
possible? To answer that question, we have to try to 
see the forest, and not just the trees, so to speak. The 
problem needs to be viewed from a broader perspec-
tive than just that of the Bia�owie�a Forest alone. 
Over the past two decades of my research work, 
I have visited many forest stands in Eastern Europe, 
because the region forms a kind of natural labora-
tory, with individual countries differing in terms of 
their history and forestry policies. The eastern EU 
borderland, meaning where Poland, Ukraine, and 
Belarus meet, is particularly interesting.
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