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W�e talk to the pioneering climate-change researcher  
Prof. Hans Joachim Schellnhuber about the role of 
decency in��ghting climate change, and why excellent 
climate science requires freedom and trust.

Empathy is Key

ACADEMIA: What is your biggest hope when it 
comes to climate change?
JOHN SCHELLNHUBER: My biggest hope is that 
humankind, including politicians and businesspeo-

ple, will become aware of the crisis we are facing. 
It is a monumental challenge. I have worked in this 
field for �� years now, and I have never been so wor-
ried. Scientists are constantly warning, �It is � min-
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