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representation on the reverse, interpreted either as a warrior resembling Athena Alki-
demos or the goddess herself walking to the left, with a raised shield in her left hand and 
a spear in her right hand. The fi eld on the left bears signs in the shape of letters, and on 
the right, an entire series of them imitating a vertical inscription, usually read as CIECIN, 
CIECINN or CIECINV. Several years ago, Kolníková suggested calling the whole group 
of Boii small gold coins as the “Minerva/Athena Alkidemos” or “Minerva/Athena Alkis” 
type. However, she has recently reverted to the name “Athena Alkidemos type”, well-
established in the numismatic literature. It was thought that the coins of this group had 
been modelled after silver drachms (fi g. 13), attributed to Boii in north Italy. In turn, the 
obverses of those drachms were supposed to have been modelled after the Campanian 
didrachms struck in the years 269-242 BC and their reverses, after the Macedonian tet-
radrachms of Antigonus Gonatas or Philip V. Until recently, only two fi ndspots of those 
Boii drachms had been known: Nižbor-Stradonice, Kladno County, the Czech Republic 
and Vel’ký Slavkov, Poprad County, Slovakia. The archaeological context of the coin 
from Slavkov dated back to the second half of the third century BC. The thirds of stater 
coinage of the Athena Alkidemos (Minerva/Athena Alkidemos) type were believed to 
be started at the beginning of the second century BC, after the migration of Boii from 
north Italy as a result of the defeat they had suffered in 191 BC. However, Kolníková is 
currently inclined to trace the genesis of 1/3 stater in Macedonian coinage. Ziegaus dates 
silver drachms to around the middle of the third century BC, and the beginning of gold 
coinage of the Athena Alkidemos type to the last two decades of that century. Hildebrandt 
believes that Boii struck drachms and good-style 1/3 staters with the representation of 
Athena Alkidemos (such as in fi gs. 23, 40) in Italy, the country which they left after 201 
BC.

The distinctive feature of Boii coins of the Athena Alkidemos type is the representa-
tion on the reverse. We can see, according to the Macedonian pattern, the goddess (not a 
warrior, as some authors believe) with a raised shield in the left hand and with a bundle 
of thunderbolts in her right hand (not with a spear, as was suggested by others). A very 
similar fi gure walking to the left can be seen on the reverses of all coins representing 
Boii main series from the minting period A, both on staters of the Plumlov type and their 
prototypes discussed above (fi g. 16), as well as on small coins (1/3, 1/8 and 1/24 stater). 
They constitute a rather uniform group in this respect which is, however, diffi cult to be 
treated as one type, since there are different representations of heads on the obverses. The 
type from the Plumlov staters (fi g. 12) and coins of 1/8 stater (fi g. 14) certainly referred to 
the representation of Athena Pallas in a Corinthian helmet. In contrast, on the good-style 
obverses of coins with a face value of 1/24 stater (fi g. 15) there is a bare male head (Apol-
lo?), his hair held with a band (tainia). The head portrayed on the obverses of coins with 
a denomination of 1/3 stater (fi gs. 23, 40) is hard to identify, and so is the provenience of 
its pattern, yet the similarity to the Campanian didrachms is very doubtful in this case. 

Images on Boii coins of the main series from the period A got blundered with the pass-
ing of time. The wear and alterations of dies resulted in successive deformations which 
were copied by cutters of new dies. This practice mostly applied to obverses, which are 
rarely found in a good-style version. Probably as early as in the minting period A, gold 
coins from the oldest issues were withdrawn from circulation after some time, and were 








