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–  in the case of such a shifting, impressions of auxiliary motifs (dots, stars etc.), 
punched on rollers in the area between dies, which facilitated keeping direction 
when moving the fi llet of metal between the rollers. 

Minor counterfeiters could not afford using expensive and complicated devices. How-
ever, large workshops, which could use them, were diffi cult to hide completely due to the 
scale of production, and have left more or less numerous traces in the written sources.

This article is an attempt to inventory milled counterfeit coins preserved in collec-
tions, imitating numerous types of base silver shillings from the times of King Sigismund 
III (1587-1632), as well as base silver and copper shillings of John Casimir (1648-1668). 
Analysis of the workmanship method and details of the drawings and legends leads to 
an assumption that the vast majority of these coins come from the Moldavian princely 
mint in Suceava. Conformity of the types of coins with those of mint waste excavated 
in the Suceava castle was assumed as qualifying criterion in the fi rst place, and then, for 
the types of shilling counterfeits not confi rmed in this way, features that prove striking 
(pressing) with the help of a rolling machine in copper plated with another metal (with 
an exception of false copper shillings of John Casimir), a relatively good quality of mak-
ing the type and a considerable correctness of legends. Nevertheless, products of other 
workshops known from written sources — in Snagov (the principality of Wallachia) and 
Lysianka (Ukraine, under the control of Hetman Petro Doroshenko) – could not be iden-
tifi ed. However, the hypothesis about a counterfeiting mint working in the locality of 
‘Snez’, unknown from other sources, based on an obviously wrong interpretation of a 
collector’s note concerning a part of material deriving from Suceava (Sucz[awa]) fi nds, 
should be entirely rejected.

There were 12 varieties of collected shillings imitating Polish and Lithuanian ones 
with the titles of Sigismund III and 42 varieties of imitations of base silver Lithuanian shil-
lings of John Casimir. Another presented group, seven varieties of milled counterfeits of 
copper shillings (Polish and Lithuanian) constitutes the second record of coins of this type, 
after the publication of I. Sinchuk (I. Sinchuk, ‘Poddelalis’ li v Suchave mednye solidy 
Rechi Pospolitoi XVII v.?’ Numizmatika, (Moscow) no. 11, July 2006, pp. 17-18).

This is a relatively large number of types and varieties, and there is about 50 years’ 
difference between the oldest imitated original coins and the latest. Thus, the Suceava 
mint probably did not stop working about 1606 (as it has been suggested in the literature), 
resuming production only in 1661, but it had been operating for the entire period, with 
possible minor breaks.
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