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n Poland s climate and geographical zone, forests
are among the least transformed ecosystems. For-
ests once covered nearly the entire surface of pres-
ent-day Poland, but due to human settlement and
the development of agriculture, as well as the grow-

ing demand for wood, they have nowadays become
significantly transformed. Forests perform a number
of functions, which can be classified as natural (also
called conservative or ecological), social, and produc-
tive (economic) functions.

Poland ranks th out of the  European Union
countries in terms of its overall forested area. In ,
Polish forests encompassed an area of million
ha. This forest cover increased from . % in to

. %in , although back in the eighteenth century
it was around % (within the country s borders at
that time). The Polish State Forests Service manages

. % ofthe total forestarea, . % are private forests
and . % are forests in national parks and those be-












