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R ecently, the Polish media have been widely re-
porting on the idea of consciously using trees 

to counteract the effects of climate change. The pro-
posal would likely have gone largely unnoticed had it 
not been voiced by Prime Minister Mateusz Moraw-
iecki at the ruling Law and Justice (PiS) party�s elec-
tion convention in Katowice in July ����, at which he 
vowed that ��� million trees would be planted by the 
end of ����. This is not a completely new idea, as the 
previous Prime Minister, Beata Szyd�o, had mentioned 
it at the Paris Climate Summit (COP��) in ����, and 
Minister of the Environment Jan Szyszko also spoke 
about it in an interview with Dziennik Gazeta Prawna 
on � August ����. So this is a recurring concept, and 
moreover the plan is actually doable. The Polish State 
Forests, the institution which manages one-third of 
Poland�s land, has been conducting sustainable forest 
management for decades. It is difficult to find a sim-
ilar example, elsewhere in Europe or anywhere in the 
world, of such effective forest management on such 
a large scale, combining economic, ecological, educa-
tional and social aspects, so the idea of this institution 
striving to tackle a major existential challenge facing 
Poland should not surprise anyone.

What is more, the problem is a serious one: it is our 
country�s strong dependence on the combustion of 
hard coal and other fossil fuels, resulting in the release 
of significant amounts of CO� into the atmosphere, 
one of the main factors responsible for managing our 
climate. CO� concentrations in the atmosphere are 
constantly increasing and this is undoubtedly related 
to the burning of fossil fuels. As to whether this is 
a correlation or a cause-effect relationship is up for 
discussion, but the fact is that the level of CO� in the SH
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