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Reshaping

The current challenge for Polish foresters is to
properly reshape our forests, adapting the species
composition to the changing habitat conditions.
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tatistical data on forest management clearly
confirm that many years of commercial activ-
ity in Polish forests (and in other European coun-
tries), including planned or accidental interference
in species composition and the spatial configuration
of tree stands, has led in some cases to major changes
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in forest ecosystems, which these days we consider
adverse and undesirable. The greatest example of such
decisions made in the past that have led to undesirable
consequences, with which we are struggling to this
day, is the widespread introduction of artificial tree
species, the Scots pine and Norway spruce, as part of
replenishment efforts, into habitats that are not ap-
propriate for them (such as habitats typical of fertile
deciduous forests). Moreover, this took the form of
extensive single-species plantings, or monocultures.
Foresters, with their professional knowledge and ex-
perience, were well aware of the consequences of this
decision, but nevertheless unfortunately acquiesced
to the decision-makers and the command-and-con-
trol economy, which strove to maximize production



Tree Stands

and profits. As a result, the Scots pine significantly
increased its dominance in the stands, becoming the
undisputed queen of Polish forests (although this is
something that probably would have eventually hap-
pened anyway).

A genuine contemporary challenge for Polish for-
ests, and thus for forest management, is to find ef-
fective and economically acceptable methods of re-
shaping tree stands in such a way as to adapt their
species composition to changing habitat conditions.
It should be noted that every species, including trees,
has a certain range of tolerance to various ecological
factors, and is able to carry out all its life processes
only within this range. Reshaping stands is one way
to ensure the stability of forests and increase their bi-

ological resistance to adverse environmental factors.
Nowadays, with ecology and multifunctional forestry
as the foundation of forest management, the produc-
tivity of forest stands, although still very important,
is no longer a priority.

The Polish Act on Forests imposes an obligation on
forest owners to ensure stand reconstruction. These
days foresters focus more broadly on using natural
development processes occurring in stands to manage
forests. Numerous scientific publications have prov-
en that natural succession plays an important role in
restoring forest plant communities to their natural
condition, which can be a decisive factor in the ability
of phytocoenoses (and ecosystems in general) to adapt
to changing environmental conditions.
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