
GLOSSARY 

Asylum-seekers - an informal term used to describe individuals arriving to a country and applying for refugee status there. 

Emigrant - a person who emigrates, leaving behind their home country or land, most often in search of better living 
conditions. There are various kinds of emigrants: they may be permanent, seasonal, or periodic, employment-seeking 
or political. 

Immigrant - a person who resides abroad, permanently or temporarily, for political, economic, religious, or private reasons. 

lslamophobic attitudes - a averse stance towards immigrants from Muslim countries. 

Hotspots - EU jargon for refugee camps. It is argued that they need to be reorganized and the conditions prevailing there 
to be improved, irrespective of where they are situated. 

Dublin Convention - agreement signed by the European Community member states in 1990 (coming into force 
on 1 September 1997), setting rules whereby asylum applications are reviewed by the EU states. The Convention 
was replaced by new Dublin accords in 2003 and 2013. 

Migration crisis - the crisis currently being caused by the massive influx of immigrants from Asia, Africa, and Balkan 
countries to member states of the EU and the European Economic Area - the greatest wave of this sort seen since 
WWII times. 

Refugee crisis - mainly a crisis of attitudes, arising from anxieties to a much greater extent than from any rational 
calculation of the costs vs. benefits entailed by the influx of refugees from the Middle East and Africa. 

Migration quotas - the number of refugees which EU member states are obliged to take in. Migrant quotas depend 
on a range of parameters, including a country's economic condition and population numbers. 

Migration - movement of people with the intention of settling in a new place. Such movement is a completely natural 
phenomenon and has occurred throughout history. Migrations may intensify as a consequence of, for instance, a poor 
economic situation in people's place of residence (economic migrations) or a political situation which the migrants find 
unacceptable (political migrations). 

Temporary refugee camps - places of refuge, located mainly in Jordan, Lebanon, and Turkey, where many millions of 
individuals are waiting to be relocated to safe places in stable countries or to return to their former place of residence. 
Refugee camps are located in all the EU countries. 

Integration policy - efforts made by state institutions and non-governmental organizations (such as the "Ocalenie" 
Foundation in Poland), aiming to assist migrants integrate with the host society and better themselves, including 
by improving their professional qualifications so as to speed up their successful entry into the labor market. 

Civil society - a society capable of self-organization, of defining and achieving set goals without the initiative of state bodies. 

Open society - a society where people are free to choose what to think and believe, to make personal decisions. The open 
society concept is based on the principle of tolerance, respect for diversity (pluralism), and acceptance of differences 
(different races, religions, worldviews, nationalities). 

Schengen area - a zone of territory where the free flow of individuals is guaranteed. The countries signing the treaty 
decided to eliminate internal borders, instead maintaining a single external border. These principles were formulated in 
the Schengen Agreement of 1985, signed by the governments of the states of the Benelux Economic Union, the Federal 
Republic of Germany, and the French Republic, dealing with the gradual abolition of checks on their common borders. 

Refugee - a person forced to leave his or her home country because of a danger to their life, well-being, or liberty. This 
danger most often involves military fighting, natural disasters, or persecution for religious, racial, or political reasons. 
Refugee status, within the meaning of the Geneva Convention of 1951, was first granted on a larger scale to fugitives 
from Hungary in 1956 and 1967. 
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