
S111Clia Quaternaria, vol. I 7: 3-17.

CONDITIONS AND COURSE OF SEDIMENTATION OF THE MIDDLE
AND UPPER PLEISTOCENE LOESSES IN THE HALIĆ PROFILE

(NW UKRAINE)

Andriy Bogutskiy', Maria Łanczonr', Roman Racinowskr'
1 Faculty ofGeomorphology, National Lviv University, Doroszenka 41, 290 OOO Lviv, Ukraine

2 Department ofPhysical Geography and Paleogeography, Maria Curie-Skłodowska University,
Akademicka 19, 20-033 Lublin, Poland, e-mail: lanczont@biotop.umcs.lublin.pl

3 Chair of Geotechnical Engineering, Technical University o/Szczecin, al. Piastów 50, 70-3 l O Szczecin,
Poland, e-mail: racin@niagara.tuniv.szczecin.pl

Abstract
Large exposure near the brick-field in Halie represents one of the most complete loess sequences in the Ukrainian Car- sq
pathian F orcland, which i I lustrates a progress of events covering a considerable part of the Middle Pleistocene and the
whole Upper Pleistocene. The most important of these arc: the Luck soil corresponding to the soil from the Zbójno ln-
icrglacial in Polish profiles and Dornnitz Interglacial (1~0 stage 9) in West European profiles, bottom part of the Upper
Pleistocene (Dnieper= Odranian = Saalian I) loesses, which arc extremely thick and stratigraphically divided into
units of lower rank. and well developed soil complexes - Korshov and Horok hov. Investigations of the Korshov soil
arc a basis to discuss at least two stages/phases ofpedogcncsis development during the last but one interglacial (Lubli-
nian = Trcenian: 1~0 stage 7). The Horokhov paleosol is connected with the Ecmian Interglacial. The Dubno and
Rovno soils occur within the poorly developed Vistulian loesses: the Rovno soil is a cultural layer.
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INTRODUCTION
East Carpathian Foreland, except for a small western

part, was situated in the extraglacial zone of continental ice
sheets during the whole Pleistocene. Such a situation during
glacial periods was favourable for the formation of loess cov
ers, which are the main Pleistocene deposits in this area. The
loesses occurring on the terraces of the Dniester river and its
tributaries are especially worthy of notice. However, the
Ukrainian loesses in the Carpathian Foreland are very poorly
recognized, both in respect of their stratigraphy and lithol
ogy.

This paper contains the pre! im i nary results of geological
investigations of the Upper and Middle Pleistocene deposits,
which build a high terrace of the Dniester river in Halie (Figs
I and 2). These deposits reach the thickness ofover 50 m, i.e. 
the maximum, a very rarely occurring thickness of the Qua
ternary deposits in the East Carpathian Foreland (Gerenćuk
1972). Two main complexes can be distinguished in the stud
ied profile: the upper loess complex consisting of several
stratigraphic units of the first rank described in this paper,
and the lower complex which we started to study in 1999,
complicated in structure and containing mainly alluvial de
posits. An interglacial pedocornplex forms a boundary be
tween them.

The loessy part of the profile is also important because of

the occurrence of an archaeological site from the Upper Pa
laeolithic -significant and perspective in the East Carpathian
Fore land - i.e. the Halie I site (Sytnik et al. 1999). Thus, the
profile in Halie is very important both for stratigraphy and
paleogeography in a regional and also supraregional scale.
The distinctive character of these deposits in comparison
with other loess patches in uplands of Central Europe, their
facial features and stratigraphic differentiation in the western
part of this area, were presented in the case study of the Prze
myśl loesses by Łanczont ( 1995, 1997).

GEOLOGICAL AND GEOMORPHOLOGICAL
CHARACTERISTICS OF THE HALIĆ REGION

In the physico-geographical regionalization of Europe
presented by Kondracki ( 1968) the Hal ić region is located in
a transition zone between the Volhynia-Podolia Upland and
the East Carpathian Fore land. According to the Ukrainian re
gional divisions, this region belongs to the middle part of the
Carpathian Foreland (Peredkarpatia Prigorganska), within a
unit of lower rank, defined formerly in the Ukrainian litera
ture as Zadnistrovia, in the Polish papers as Naddniestrze,
and according to the newest geomorphological division as
Halić-Ugrynov Plateau (Kravćuk 1998).

As to tectonics the Halie region is located in a peripheric
zone ofa tectonically mobile Podolian plateau, and it adjoins
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Fig. 1. Situation of the Halie profile and other neighbouring loess profiles in the Ukrainian Carpathian Foreland.

a weakly dislocated outer part of the Carpathian Foredeep
(Gerenćuk 1972). This boundary is poorly visible in relief
(Kravćuk 1999). Various carbonate rocks of the Upper Cre
taceous (Turonian, Coniacian, Santonian) and marine sedi
ments of the Neogene (Badenian, Sannatian) occur under a
continuous cover of the Quaternary deposits. The Cretaceous
complex contains chalk, limestones and marls, the Neogene
is represented by limestones of chemical origin, gypsum, an
hydrites and clays (Gerenćuk 1973). The Pliocene fluvial de
posits of the East Carpathian Foreland are almost entirely
denuded (Gofśtejn 1995).

The main landscape morphotype of the East Carpathian
Foreland is a denudation-accumulation plain inclined to
wards the Dniester river valley and with a similar relief as in
the neighbouring Yolhynia-Podolia Upland. It is dissected
by erosion; flat, vast plateau-ridges are separated by equally
vast valleys of the Dniester river tributaries. Watersheds (in
terfluve areas) are covered with fluvial gravels and subaerial
loess. These are old fluvial surfaces/routes, which reach the
height of 300-250 m a.s.1. in the Halie region (Gofśtejn

1995). Only few valleys of the rivers flowing to the Dniester
river run along the lines of transverse faults occurring in the
basement of the Carpathian Foredeep (Gofśtejn 1995). Local
widenings of the basin type with accumulation-plain relief
occur in the valleys (Kravćuk 1999).

The largest areas in the Carpathian Foreland are occu
pied by high river terraces of step like arrangement- there are
five to seven such terraces (Polanskiy 1929, Teisseyre 1933,
Gerenćuk 1972, Kravćuk 1999, and others). In the Dniester
river valley near Halie the highest terraces are recognized as
equivalents of the planation surfaces called Krasna (Gofśtejn
1962, l 979, 1995) and Lojova (Teisseyre 1934), which are
correlated with the Upper Pliocene and Eopleistocene, re
spectively. The largest remnants of the Krasna surface,
reaching the relative height of 120-160 m, are preserved on
the right bank of the Dniester river, southwards of Ivano
Frankivs 'k. The Lojova surface of the relative height about
I 00 mis well developed e.g. southwards ofHalie (Fig. 2), oc
cupying large areas of the watershed between the Lukva nad
Bystrycja Solotvyns'ka rivers (Teisseyre 1933, Gofśtejn
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Fig. 2. Hypsometry and geomorphological sketch of the Halie site. Holocene terraces: I - valley-bottom, lower (1-2 m and 2.5-3 m); 2 - valley-bottom, higher (5-6 m) with ox-bow lakes; 
Pleistocene terraces ofrelative height: 3 - 12-25 m, 4- 50-55 m, 5 - 75-85 m, 6- parts of the Lojova surface at a height of 300-315 m a.s.l.; 7 - denudation remnants; 8-denudation valleys and 
erosion dissections; 9 - higher erosion scarps; 1 O - scarps of erosion undercuts of younger terraces; 11 - landslides; 12 - alluvial fans; 13 - river channels; 14 - site of loess deposits. 
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1995). According to Kravćuk ( 1999) the successive terraces
- fifth (50-70 m), fourth (up to 45 m), third (15-25 m) and
second (5-8 m) - loosely correlate with the Eopleistocene
(fifth terrace), Mesopleistocene (fourth terrace) and Neo
pleistocene (third and second terraces); the first terrace
(2.5-5 m) was formed in the Holocene.

The Halie region is situated in the borderland of two
provinces of temperate climate: oceanic-transitional and
continental-steppe (Pontian), with mean annual temperature
of7 .0°C (from -5.0° in January to l 8°C in July). Annual pre
cipitation averages at 800 mm, and 40-45% of precipitation
falls during the summer, i.e. from June to August (Wróbel,
Mrugała in press).

THE STATE OF RESEARCH
OF THE PLEISTOCENE TERRACES

IN THE HALIĆ REGION

Recently published Ukrainian papers describe rather
monotonous deposits (known mainly from drillings) build
ing the covers of terraces. They consist of gravelly-sandy
silty alluvial series and uniform beds of yellow and yellow
brown loess-like loams ofeolian and del uvial origin, liable to
vertical fissuring (Kravćuk 1999). The stratigraphy of the
subaerial covers of the Halie Podolia is more complex, which
was revealed by Polanskiy ( 1929), who distinguished older
calcareous loess with molluscan remains and decalcified
loess topped with fossil chemozem (both correlated with the
Middle Polish Glaciations = Dnieperian+Moscovian), oc
curring on the fifth and higher terraces, and typical Vistulian
younger loess, covering alluvia on the lower terraces (except
the lowest one).

Studies of the Halie part of the East Carpathian Foreland
carried on by Bogutskiy and Łanczont let us get an insight
into the sedimentary cover structure of the several Pleisto
cene terraces of different heights over the river water level,
including the terraces of the Dniester river - in Jezupil' and
Kozina (22-25 m), in Marynopil' (about 45 m), and in Halie
(75-80 m), the terraces of the Sivka river in Kolodijv (about
27 m), and the terraces of the Bystrycja Solotvyns'ka river in
Zahvizdja (80 m) as presented in Fig. I. A typical sequence of
the main sedimentary units is usually visible in these covers.
Alluvial series occurring on the successively higher rock so
cles represent a complete cycle of fluvial accumulation -
from a channel facies to a flood one - often with a paleosol or
peat of a high stratigraphic rank at the top of alluvia; peats are
laterally replaced by gyttjas and paleosols in some expo
sures. These alluvia are overlain by loesses with paleosols of
different rank, and the higher the terrace the more interglacial
paleosols it contains. Various periglacial structures deform
ing these paleosols are very important for paleogeography of
this area. The profile in Zahvizdja is worthy of special notice
for various reasons. It contains eight paleosols; these soils
were formed in the Meso- and mainly in the Eopleistocene
and are not found in other profiles (Bogutskiy et al. 1999).
Apart from Zahvizdja, the Halie exposure is the second pro
file in which several interglacial soils were found in the stud
ied area.

Our preliminary results reveal some weak points of the
classification system of the terraces in the East Carpathian

Fig. 3. Situation sketch of the loess exposure in Halie.

Foreland (Kravćuk 1999). This system, based mainly on the
criteria of height and morphology, is clear but deceptive due
to very variable thickness ofloesses closely covering the ter
races. Moreover, age estimation of terraces is too rough. Our
ultimate aim is to work up a uniform and coherent classifica
tion system (based on the stratigraphic criterion) ofriver ter
races in the Halie Carpathian Foreland. Temporarily we call
the terraces using the names of sites in which they were in
vestigated for the first time (e.g. Jezupil ', Kolodijv, Marino
pil ', etc.) 

LOCATION OF THE HALIĆ PROFILE

The research site is located on the Halie Hill (Figs. 2, 3).
It is a vast nose of the Dniester river high terrace (285-290 m
a.s.1.), undercut by the Dniester and the Lukva rivers; it
would be probably the fifth terrace in the Ukrainian classifi
cation. The next surface with alluvial (gravelly) cover rises
about I 0-15 m higher up; it is probably the sixth terrace (the
Lojova surface) which occupies a watershed zone between
the Lukva and the Bystrycja Solotvyns'ka rivers.

The studied profile occurs in the area of very diversified
relief (Fig. 2). High edges (70-80 m) of the Halie terrace
slope steeply ( 12-17°) to the valley bottom. They are dis
sected by many ravines and small valleys, which separate
noses protruding towards both rivers. Strong landslide pro
cesses develop on these high and steep slopes.

The Holocene terrace is over I km wide. Numerous ox
bow lakes preserved to a greater or lesser extent occur on the
flat surface of this terrace rising 5 m above the water level in
river channel (213 m a.s.l.).

METHOD OF RESEARCH

Loesses were investigated at two exposures (Halie I and
Halie 2). Deposits reaching the depth of 4.90 m were studied
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in the Halie I exposure (archaeological site Halie I), and
those occurring below - in the Halie 2 exposure. The litho
logical features of the Halie loess profile were presented on
the basis of grain size analyses (Seul el al. 1998). Carbonate
content was analysed following the volumetric method of
Scheibler. Iron oxides were determined by means of a color
imetric method. Humus content was estimated using the
method ofTiurin. Heavy minerals were separated in a heavy
liquid (bromoform) from the fraction 0.1-0.06 mm, and
quantitatively determined using a polarization microscope.
TL dates were obtained by V. Shelkoplyas in the Kijev labo
ratory of the Ukrainian Academy of Sciences. One TL date
(for the sample from the depth of22.0 m-see Fig. 4) was ob
tained in the Lublin laboratory by J. Kusiak. The results of the
analyses and li tho logic-stratigraphic interpretation of the de
posits are presented in Fig. 4. Main stratigraphic units oflo
esses and interglacial paleosols separating them (column I in
Fig. 4) were defined according to the scheme published by
Bogutskiy ( 1987). They were correlated with the corre
sponding units distinguished in the stratigraphic scheme of
Polish loesses (Maruszczak 1996; column li in Fig. 4).

DESCRIPTION OF THE PROFILE

Loesses of the Halie terrace at a relative height of77-80
m are exposed in a large brick-field open pit located in the
near-edge part of the Halie Hill (Fig. 3). The Pleistocene de
posits of this terrace overly a socle built of Cretaceous rocks
rising about 245 m a.s.1. and about 25-30 mover the valley
bottom. The top of the Halie I profile reaches 290 m a.s.1. In
this profile the younger loesses were examined, i.e. those
from the last glacial period(= Yaldai = Yistulian = Weichse
lian). In the Halie 2 site the Horokhov (= Eemian) soil was in
vestigated, and also loesses occurring below it, which
represent the Moscovian {= Wartanian = Saalian II) and
Dnieperian (= Odranian = Saalian I) Glacials, and which are
separated by the Korshov pedocomplex. The gley horizon is
visible at the bottom part of the Dnieperian loesses. Under the
whole series the Luck paleosol occurs on loamy deposits and
sandy-gravelly alluvia. This paleosol is correlated with soil
from the Zbójno(= Domnitz) Interglacial in the Polish pro
files {Lindner 1991 ), and it indicates the Mesopleistocene
age of the alluvia in the Halie terrace. The detailed descrip
tion of the profile is given in Table I.

We defined the paleosol of a higher rank occurring at the
bottom ofloesses in the Halie 2 site as the Luck soil. It devel
oped on the loess-like loamy deposits exposed to the depth of
2 m at this stage of investigations. Field works initiated in
November 1999 near the brick-field in Halie revealed that
these deposits are up to 8.5 m thick and stratigraphically dif
ferentiated into 2-3 units of second rank (stadials?). They are
underlain by alluvia of flood and channel facies of similar
thickness; the studies of these deposits have been com
menced.

CHARACTERISTICS OF LOESSES AND
THEIR SEDIMENTATION CONDITIONS, AND

PALEOSOLS IN THE HALIĆ PROFILE

Stratigraphy of the loess profile in Halie was defined

mainly on the basis of paleopedologic criterion - type and
succession of paleosols (Fig. 4). Referring to the lithostra
tigraphic scheme of loesses in NW Ukraine (Bogutskiy
1987), we distinguished the following four stratigraphic
units ofloesses: the upper and bottom bed of the Upper Pleis
tocene loesses, and the upper and bottom bed of the Middle
Pleistocene loesses (Fig. 4, column I). These four units repre
sent three complete glacial-interglacial cycles (Fig. 4, col
umn li). However, chronostratigraphy of the Halie loess is
difficult to determine because the TL dates from the Kiev
laboratory, though they form a consistent series, underesti
mate the age of the Dnieperian loess units in the light of the
Pleistocene chronostratigraphy.

The Luck soil 

Denudation (washing) has destroyed the accumulation
horizon of the Luck soil. In the eluvial horizon the content of
clay fraction is over 15%, and Fe2O3 only slightly exceeds
I%. In the B horizon the clay fraction occurs in a similar
amount, but the content of iron compounds increases to over
4%. The complex development of this soil is evidenced by
the net of contraction fissures forming a well visible system
of small polygons in the B horizon surface and running
downwards. These fissures were probably connected with
drying out during intensive changes of ground moisture.

The Dnieperian/Odranian loess 

The Dnieperian/Odranian glacial cycle is represented in
the Halie profile by the bottom bed of the Middle Pleistocene
loesses, which is very thick (over 14 m) and structurally dif
ferentiated, which is important for paleogeographical con
siderations. Three main stratigraphic units distinguished
within this loess can be correlated with LSn, LSd and LSs in
the stratigraphic scheme of Polish loesses (Fig. 4, column II).
The grain size of this loess is typical (Mz ranges from 5.7 to
6.2 <I>), so it corresponds to the proper loesses (Mz = 5-6 q>;
for explanation of abbreviations, see Fig. 4). On the basis of
the mean values calculated for particular stratigraphic units
of the Dnieperian/Odranian loess we can note that this de
posit is weakly sorted (CT 1 = 1.6-1. 7), with grain size distribu
tions positively skewed (Ski = 0.3-0.5), meso- and lepto
kurtic (KG = 1.13-1.67). The granulometrie indices, espe
cially Sk I and KG, are considerably differentiated in vertical
profile (Seul el al. in press).

The lowest carbonate layers of the Dnieperian/Odranian
loess, overlying the truncated Luck soil, are above 2 m thick
and represent the early phase of that glacial. Sedimentation of
this loess was probably connected with mesoenvironment of
low terrace. There was a vast, probably drying out, natural
water reservoir in the vicinity. Sediments of the banded clay
type were deposited in quiet places of this water body. Height
differences between a basin-shaped valley bottom and neigh
bouring slopes of a higher terrace were rather small at that
time. Loess accumulation occurred in cold climate and in a
waterlogged area; it represents a subaqueous, boggy facies.
We notice pulsatory changes and inverse proportions of hu
mus (O. 13-0.19%) and carbonates (8.5-2.5%) in the vertical
profile of these layers; content of iron compounds is dis
tinctly lower (2.2-2.6%) than in the underlying Luck soil.
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Fig. 4. Loess profile in Halie. Granulation - grain size distribution; Md-median grain size; Mz - mean grain diameter; o1 - standard de
viation; Sk1 - skewness index; KG - kurtosis index; Humus - humus content; CaCO3 - carbonate content; Fe2O3 - iron oxides content. Dia
gram of mineral composition of heavy fraction: MCI - Np - opaque minerals content, Ły - micas, K - concretions; MCII - composition
indices of transparent minerals; MCIJI-composition oftransparent minerals. Letter symbols oftransparent minerals: C-zircon; R-rutile; T
- tourmaline; G - gamet; A - amphiboles. O - resistant minerals; S - medium resistant minerals; N - non-resistant minerals. Main stra
tigraphic units ofloess according to Bogutskiy ( 1987) and Maruszczak ( 1991) are shown in columns I and li, respectively. Letter symbols of
loess stratigraphic units after H. Maruszczak ( 1991 ): L- loess; M -younger; S-older, g- upper, s - middle, ct- lower, n - lowest. Letter sym
bols ofsoil units after H. Maruszczak ( 1991 ): G- soil with well developed genetic horizons; H - Holocene soil; J - interglacial soil; i - inter
stadiał soils; sg- soil sediments; (g)- symptoms of the development ofpedogenesis. Signatures: I - interglacial soils and pedocomplex; 2 -
non-weathered carbonate loesses, some of them with horizons of large carbonate concretions; 3 - interstadiał, initial soils, pedosediments; 4
- well developed interstadiał soils; 5-carbonate-free weathered and slope washed loesses; 6-soli0uction horizons; 7 - resistant heavy min
erals; 8 - medium resistant heavy minerals; 9 - non-resistant heavy minerals.

These features indicate that the accumulation processes were
accompanied by pedogenesis, which only partially obliter
ated traces oflithogenesis, so it was rather weak, and only oc
casionally more intensive. Such weathering processes had
rather weak effect on internal features of the deposit, so the
aggregate index is relatively low (Seul et al. in press). These
layers can be considered as a weakly developed soil sediment
of gley type (over-Luck horizon). 

Set of the layers 12-1113, containing the forest Luck soil
and the overlying gleyed horizon, has the macroscopic fea
tures of a bipartite pedocomplex. The whole sequence is
topped with a solifluction horizon, which points to the cli
matic cooling and increase of humidity.

The loess series higher up is over 12 m thick and built of
two main units, and it represents the middle and upper pleni
glacial of the Dnieperian/Odranian Glacial. The morphologi-
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cal situation of the investigated exposure indicates that such a
considerable thickness was a primary feature of this loess,
and washing is undoubtedly reflected in its structure as a fac
tor participating periodically in loess formation. The accu
mulation of eolian and eolian-deluvial facies of loess was
connected with cold and rather dry climate, with continental
influence. Internal aggregate structure of this loess reflects
rather intensive weathering-pedogenetic processes synchro
nous with sedimentation (Seul et al. in press). Traces ofgrass
root system are numerous within this loess; they occur as
small pipes (visible in microstructure) filled with carbonized
plant detritus. Abundant humus and/or manganese (?) spots
were probably also connected with vegetation. Therefore, it
was most probably the environment of subarctic steppe tun
dra with rather abundant grass, which was successively cov
ered by mineral material.

Most of the lower Odranian/Dnieperian loess (layers
j 1-k3) is carbonate (7.5-9.5%). Primary and secondary car
bonates are found here; the latter ones as pseudomycelia and

mainly as large concretions occurring in three layers. The
layers containing concretions occur 1-1.5 m below the layers
in which the traces of steppe-tundra vegetation are most visi
ble, and mark the extent of carbonate leaching in continental
conditions. They can be defined as the horizons of carbonate
illuviation, probably of interphase rank. On the basis of such
large concretions it seems to correspond to the "older loess"
identified by Polanskiy ( 1929) in the Podolian loesses.

The upper part of the discussed loess complex (layers
h-iz) is separated from the bottom part by a soil sediment
with gleying signs (layer j 1 ), probably of interstadiał rank.
This loess is leached; only secondary carbonates occur,
mainly as pseudomycelia. Almost horizontal lamination is
here more distinct and reveals secondary deformations, such
as layer deflections, plications and small folds indicating that
a fresh silt was translocated down a very gentle slope with in
fluence ofsolifluction and washing by rainwater/meltwater.
It can be supposed that this phase of loess accumulation oc
curred when climatic conditions gradually deteriorated. The
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break or reduction of sedimentation is recorded in this loess
at the depth of 12. 7 mas a fossil surface with a system of des
sication fissures coloured by iron oxides.

The lithologic features of the Dnieperian/Odranian lo
esses in Halie reflect a complex evolution of the loess cover
in this glacial cycle, including the alternating phases of in
creased or decreased activity of eolian, deluvial and weather
ing/pedogenetic processes, phases of carbonate leaching and
so on. This loess series seems important for discussion of the
stratigraphy and paleogeography of this period not only on a
regional scale.

The Korshov pedocomplex 

The Korshov pedocomplex (layers f1-g2) overlying the
Odranian/Dnieperian loess is macroscopically bipartite.
Two equally well developed polygenic soi ls (of the older and
the younger phase) were connected with forest environment.
Both soils are distinctly gleyed from the top. In both soils we
could distinguish only the Eet and Bt horizons. Accumula
tion horizons (probably thin, which is specific for such a soil
type) were not preserved; each of these soils is truncated by
erosion-denudation surface. The younger soil developed at

Table 1 
Description of the Halie profile

Unit Depth (m) Description

Recent soil, anthropogenically transformed
a1 - 0-0.4 m - humus horizon (A), strongly transformed, silty-clayey, dark-grey, structureless; HCI-. Distinct bor-

0-1.2 der.
31.3 a2 - 0.4-0.8 m - BI subhorizon, silty-clayey, with prismatic structure, rusty-brown with white spots - probably

traces of penetration of the material from E horizon, not existing at present; HCI-. Gradual transition.
a3 - 0.8-1.2 m - B2 subhorizon, loamy, dark-yellow; HCI-. Distinct border.

Yellowish silty-sandy homogeneous deposit with carbonate pseudomycelia, downwards with gley spots, ferrugi-
b1 1.2-l.7 nous spots and streaks and iron-manganese concretions; HCI-. Bottom boundary marked by artifacts, mainly bones

of great mammals.

Cultural horizon, rather homogeneous silty-sandy deposit, slightly darker than in b1 layer, transformed by soil
b2 l.7-1.9 fauna, containing flints, bones and open fire traces; HCI+. Distinct boundary. It is the Rovno subhorizon according

to the stratigraphic scheme of the Upper Pleistocene in NW Ukraine after Bogutskiy ( 1987).

Silty-sandy deposit, straw-yellow in the upper part, downwards with bluish tint, with iron-manganese concretions
b3 1.9-2.5 up to 3 mm in diameter, which are more numerous downwards; HCI-. Distinct boundary.

TL age (2.2 m): 25±3 ka BP.

Interstadiał soil of the Dubno type (after Bogutskiy 1987), loamy, red-brown with gley spots up to 5 cm in diame-

C1 2.5-3.0
ter, with carbonate concretions, with black iron-manganese concretions up to 3 mm in diameter; HCI+ very weakly.
Cluster of charcoal at the depth of2.7 m. Distinct sinuous boundary.
TL age (2.7 m): 30±3 ka BP.

Straw-yellow silty-sandy deposit, macroporous, homogeneous, with rare iron-manganese concretions; bulk mass of
C2 3.0-3.4 deposit HCI-, but secondary carbonates occur in places. Gradual transition.

TL age (3.2 m): 40±5 ka BP.

Horokhov (= Eemian) pedocomplex with a sequence of A-Eet,g-Btg horizons.
d1 - 3.4-3.9 m - weakly developed humus horizon (A), preserved in situ only in places, loamy, red-brown, rather
homogeneous, structureless, with numerous black iron-manganese concretions up to 3 mm in diameter, and rare
charcoals up to I cm in diameter; HCI-. Distinct boundary.
TL age (3.7 m): 80±6 ka BP.
Layer d1 represents a steppe development phase of the Horokhov pedocomplex. The forest phase of this complex is

d1.2 3.4-4.9/5.0
represented by the layer d2. According to the scheme by Bogutskiy (1987) the Horokhov soil separates the Upper
Pleistocene loesses from the Middle Pleistocene ones.
d2 - 3.9-4.0 m - eluvial horizon (Eet) in places preserved in situ, powder-like material, white-grey with very nu-
merous iron-manganese concretions up to 3 mm in diameter; HCI-. Distinct boundary.
d3 - 4.0-5.0 m - red-brown, structureless illuvial horizon with gley signs - spots and streaks along vertical fissures;
HCI-, but carbonate pseudomycelia occur. In the Halie II profile the illuvial horizon is more intensively gleyed and
strongly deformed by solifluction, so the fissures slant along a fossil slope. Gradual transition.
TL age (4.1 m): 120± I O ka BP (Halie I), TL age (4.3 m): 140± 12 ka BP (Halie 2).

Light-brown loamy deposit, compact, rather homogeneous, with small iron-manganese concretions and some

e1 4.9/5.0-6.3
greater (3 mm) ones. Vertical fissures filled with gleyed material run downwards from the layer surface; HCI-. Dis-
tinct boundary.
TL age (5.5 m): 160±13 ka BP.

Solifluction horizon of the complex, lobe-involution structure and differentiated thickness; HCI-. Horizon is built
6.3-6.7 of two main components - loamy loess and material from the eluvial horizon (layer f1) of underlying interglacial

e2
±0.2 complex. Tongue-like structures are about 0.3 m long and up to O. I m thick; involution structures - up to 0.3 m

wide and 0.3-0.5 m high. Distinct denudation boundary.
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Table 1 (continued) 
Description of the Halie profile

Unit Depth (m) Description

Fossil pedocomplex, containing two soils, represents two phases of the Korshov pedogenesis (according to the
scheme by Bogutskiy 1987) and separates the upper bed and the lower bed of the Middle Pleistocene loesses.
Soil from the younger (second) phase of the Korshov pedogenesis has a well developed profile, but humus horizon
is not preserved.
f1 - 6.7-6.9 m - eluvial horizon (Eel), powder-like material, white-grey, macroporous, with very numerous black
iron-manganese concretions up to 5 mm in diameter, and with charcoals up to I O mm in diameter; HCI-. Distinct
boundary. Loose, powder-like material of this horizon penetrates the illuvial horizon to the depth of0.5 m along
narrow fissures.

f1.4 6. 7-8.4 f2 - 6.9-7.4 m - subhorizon Bt - upper part, red-rusty, loamy, of crumb structure, with gley spots and streaks; HCI-.
Gradual transition.
TL age (7.1 m): 160±13 ka BP.
f3 - 7.4-7.9 m - subhorizon Bt - middle part, brown-rusty, loamy, of less visible structure, with single gley spots up
to 3 cm in diameter, and less numerous iron-manganese concretions; HCI-. Gradual transition.
f4 - 7.9-8.4 m - subhorizon Bt - bottom part, light-brown, loamy, of homogeneous structure, in the bottom part -
plate structure (plates up to 1 cm high) probably of cryogenic origin; HCI-. Gradual transition.
Layers f1_4 represent the second development phase of the Korshov pedocomplex; the first phase is represented by
layers g1.2-

Substratum of the soil from the second phase of the Korshov pedogenesis; loamy deposit, homogeneous, weakly

f, 8.4-8.9
gleyed, with very numerous iron-manganese concretions up to 3 mm in diameter; HCI-. Distinct denudation bound-
ary.
TL age (8. 7 m): 180± 15 ka BP.

Soil of the older (first) phase of the Korshov pedogenesis, with preserved eluvial and ill uvial horizons.
g1 - 8.9-9.1 m - horizon Eet, powder-like material, whitish, of plate structure, with very numerous iron-manganese
concretions up to 5 mm in diameter, and charcoals up to I O mm in diameter; HCI-. Distinct sinuous boundary.
Loose, powder-like material of this horizon weakly penetrates the illuvial horizon.

gl-2 8.9-10.2
g2 - 9.1-10.2 m - horizon Bt, loamy, rather homogeneous, with weakly visible structure, reddish-brown in the up-
per part and light-brown in the bottom, with glcy spots up to 7 cm in diameter; the spots are bordered by orange
iron coatings. Fissures with gley streaks run downwards from the top of this horizon. Dark iron-manganese concre-
tions up to 3 mm in diameter are most numerous in the upper part of the horizon, and carbonate concretions up to 3
cm - in the middle part, but bulk mass of deposit is HCI-. Gradual transition.
TL age (9.2 111): 180± 15 ka BP.

Silty-sandy and silty-clayey deposit horizontally laminated; alternately light- and dark-brown laminae 1-2 cm thick.
h 10.2-12.7 Lamination is marked by ferruginous and manganese dark stripes; HCI-. Carbonate and iron-manganese concre-

tions, as well as the concentric structures of the Liesegang ring type occur within the layer. Distinct boundary.

Buff si lty deposit, homogeneous, weakly gleyed, with numerous dark humus and/or manganese (?) spots several cm
in diameter and iron-manganese concentrations;

11 12.7-14.7 HCI-. The layer is cut by a system of well developed vertical fissures incrusted with carbonates and iron com-
pounds. The fissures begin on the layer surface and reach downwards the layer i2.
TL age ( 14.0 111): 220±20 ka BP.~ 

12 14.7-15.2 Loess similar to the above, but more homogeneous, with iron-manganese concretions; HCI-. Distinct boundary.
-

J 1 15.2-15.4 Silty-clayey gley horizon with distinct ferruginous streaks at the top and bottom; HCI-. Distinct boundary.

Loess similar as in the layer i2; HCI-, and below 16.50 m - HCI+ with carbonate pseudomycelia. Distinct bound-
J2 15.4-17.7 ary.

TL age ( 16.0 111): 280±25 ka BP. 

Buff silty-sandy deposit, homogeneous, gleyed, with very numerous carbonate pseudomycelia and two horizons (in
k1 17.7-19.7 the middle and bottom parts of the layer) with large carbonate concretions (loess dolls) up to I O cm in diameter;

HCI+. Gradual transition.

k2 19.7-20.2 Loess similar to the above, with numerous iron-manganese concentrations and rather regular humus and/or manga-
nese (?) spots up to 5 cm in diameter; HCI+. Gradual transition.

Loess similar to the above but more gleyed, with humus and/or manganese t") spots, compact, with plication defor-
k3 20.2-21.2 mations; HCI+. Distinct boundary.

TL age (21.0 m): 210±20 ka BP.
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Table I (continued) 
Description of the Halie profile

Unit Depth (m) Description

Silty-clayey deposit, compact, homogeneous, grey and bluish-grey with rusty ferruginous pigmentation, with gley
spots (these features are more intensive downwards), and with distinct signs of solitluction deformation; HCI+. Dis-

11 21.2-22.2 tinct sinuous boundary marked by ferruginous streaks 5-1 O cm thick. Numerous iron-manganese concretions and
mollusc shells occur in the layer, and carbonate concretions 5-7 cm in diameter are found in its bottom part.
TL age determined in Lublin laboratory (22.0 m): 406±64 ka BP.

Gleyed horizon (g-sg), loamy, rather homogeneous, blue-grey, and dark-brown in the bottom part, with numerous
iron-manganese concretions and mollusc shells; HCI+ to the depth of 24.25 m, below HCI-. Gradual transition.

·b 22.2-24.5 TL age (22.0 m): 280±25 ka BP.
Gleyed loam is horizontally replaced by banded clays with light and dark laminae (lacustrine-tlood deposits), which
are exposed in the southern part of the brick-field.

Luck paleosol
m1 - 24.5-24.8 m - eluvial horizon (Eet)- powder-like material, light-grey, of plate structure, with very numerous
black iron-manganese concretions up to 5 mm in diameter; HCI-. Distinct, irregular boundary, marked by accumu-
lation of these concretions.
m2 - 24.8-25.7 m - subhorizon B, upper part, silty-clayey, of aggregate structure, rusty-brown with very numerous
gley spots, with numerous dark iron-manganese concretions 3-6 mm in diameter, with a system of fissures filled

m 1.3 24.5-26.5 with grey gley material. These fissures form a system of polygons up to 0.5 min diameter, which is visible in hori-
zontal section. The depth of these fissures rarely exceeds 0.5 m, and the width- 2-3 cm. Black pigmentation of
manganese compounds occurs on walls of the fissures.
TL age (25.0 m): 300±25 ka BP.
m3 - 25.7-26.5 m - subhorizon B, bottom part, silty-clayey, reddish-rusty, more homogeneous; soil structure
weakly visible. After Bogutskiy (1987) the layers 1111.3 represent the Luck soil, which separates the Middle
Pleistocene loesses from the lower Pleistocene ones.

least partially on the layers (fs) of fresh loess material. We
found that this intrasoil loess was in certain places disturbed
by solifluction and mixed with weathering residua ofE hori
zon of the older soil in other parts of the exposure. Therefore,
from the paleopedological and sedimentological point of
view, the course of events during the Korshov Interglacial
was very complicated; conditions were suitable for occur
rence of two pedogenetic phases during which the weather
ing/soil-forming processes were intensified to a similar
degree.

In some parts of the exposure (outside the examined out
crop) there were found very well preserved, round pseudo
morphs of crotovines appearing in bottom parts of the Bt
horizons. They are completely or partially filled with grey
material which probably came from the eluvial horizon (the
rest of filling came from the illuvial horizon).

The Moscovian/Wartanian loess 

The Wartanian/Moscovian loess, not well developed,
gives few data important for stratigraphy of this unit. Thick
ness of this loess, together with the solifluction layer at the
bottom and the Horokhov soil at the top (layers d1-3 and
e 1-2), ranges from 3.3 to about 5.0 min different parts of the
exposure. Incomplete profile of this loess consists of three
stratigraphic horizons, which can be distinguished on the ba
sis of lithology and facial features because interstadiał soils
are absent. Solifluction cover constitutes the bottom layer
(e2) of complicated structure, built of material from the Eet
horizon of the younger Korshov soil and loessy silt occurring

in varying ratio. It probably represents the early glacial, per
haps partially the lower pleniglacial. Middle layer is consti
tuted by the weathered loess with the following parameters:
Mz = 6.02 <p, a 1 = 1.78, Sk I = 0.33, KG= 0.92. At its top there
appears a very distinct erosion-denudation surface with a
system of dessication fissures running downwards; this sur
face can be surely correlated with an interstadiał hiatus. This
weathered loess probably represents the main, pleniglacial
part of the glaciation. This conclusion is mainly supported by
a layer sequence, and also by the TL age (160 ka BP) of this
loess. The layers formed in the upper pleniglacial were com
pletely transformed by pedogenesis during the last intergla
cial.

The Horokhov pedocomplex 

The Horokhov pedocomplex is preserved within the ex
posure in Halie only in places, but where complete, it has a
model form. It consists of two superimposed soils corre
sponding to two pedogenetic phases ofdifferent rank. Within
the lower soil of forest type we distinguish the whitish eluvial
horizon Eet and the well developed Bt horizon, rich in iron
compounds (about 4%). The superimposed humus horizon
A, in places containing about 0.3 % of humus and considera
bly smaller amount of iron compounds (2.4-2.6%), repre
sents a steppe phase. The forest soil was formed in the
Eemian (= Mikulino) Interglacial, and the steppe soil - dur
ing the Early Vistulian warming. The Bt horizon is cut by the
pseudomorphs of fissures filled with gleyed material and de
formed by solifluction. It indicates that periglacial conditions
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occurred during the first Early Vistulian stadiał, between the
forest phase and the steppe phase; it was the so-called "a"
phase of the Torczyn paleocryogenic stage (Bogutskiy
1987).

The Valdaian/Vistulian loess 

In the Halie profile the Valdaian/Vistulian loess (layers
a 1-c2) is thin. It contains more sand than the older units, so in
the non-weathered layers the Mz index is somewhat greater
(5.8 <1> ); this loess is also slightly better sorted (CT 1 = 1.6- 1.8),
with very positively skewed grain-size distribution (Sk 1 =
0.5-0.6). Therefore, we can suppose that in the Halie region
the dynamic activity of eolian sedimentation environment
was greater during the Vistulian than during the earlier gla
ciations. The Vistulian loess is rather rich in humus (0.2-
0.3%) and iron oxides (3.2-3.6%). It contains carbonates (up
to 5.6%), but only in the layers representing the upper pleni
glacial, i.e. over the intraloess interstadiał soi I of the Dubno
type.

Two layers with pedogenetic traces can be distinguished
within this loess. The soil of the Dubno type (layer c1), men
tioned above, dated at 30 ka BP, is a rather typical tundra soil
with one horizon, 0.5 m thick, with high contents of humus
(0.44%) and iron compounds (3.75%). From the paleogeo
graphical point of view the most important subject is the in
terphase Rovno soil (layer b2), occurring at the depth of
I. 7-1.9 m. It is a very well developed cultural layer with flint
artifacts and a set of mammal bones, among them mammoth,
horse and reindeer, and with traces of open fires (Sytnik et al. 
1999). It is not unlikely that these finds are the traces of a
camp of hunters from the Stone Age. For the present we refer
them to the Upper Palaeolithic settlement.

THE HALIĆ LOESS PROFILE IN THE LIGHT
OF HEAVY MINERALS ANALYSIS

Heavy minerals analysis was carried out on the fraction
0.1-0.06 mm. The content of heavy fraction, and then the
contents of opaque minerals, carbonate and iron concretions,
muscovite, chlorites and group of other transparent minerals
were determined quantitatively. The contents of particular
transparent minerals were determined but some of them were
grouped; epidotes were classified with zoisites, and rutile
with the other transparent titanium minerals. The results
were presented in detail in Fig. 4.

Two indices were helpful in concluding about the sedi
mentary process: O/(S+N), where: O - minerals resistant to
weathering (zircon, disthene, monazite, rutile, staurolite ), S
medium resistant (apatite, epidotes, garnets, sillimanite), N -
non-resistant (amphiboles, biotite, pyroxenes), and C/(G
+A), which presents the ratio of zircon grains to the sum of
garnet and amphibole grains. The first index gives general in
formation about "weathering degree" of the loess source ma
terial, selection of source material resulting from the nature
and quantity ofsedimentary cycles it underwent before depo
sition on the present site, and also about development of
weathering-pedogenetic processes within the deposited
loess. The C/(G+A) index is relatively more helpful for es
tablishing the development degree of these processes be-

cause it includes contents of zircon (very resistant to che
mical weathering and transport), garnet (resistant to me
chanical abrasion and stable in wet environment but sensitive
to chemical weathering), and amphiboles (non-resistant to
physical and chemical destruction).

However, the above mentioned interpretative assump
tions should be treated with great caution. When discussing
sources of loess material, lithodynamic phenomena during
sedimentation, and post-sedimentary weathering-pedogene
tic processes, we must take into consideration also other data
resulting, among other things, from granulometrie and che
mical features of the deposit.

Fluvio-periglacial deposits accumulated in the Dniester
river valley were the main source material for the loesses in
the Halie profile. These deposits came from the Carpathian
flysch rocks, Tertiary deposits of the Carpathian Foreland
and Cretaceous-Tertiary rocks of the Podolia. Like in the cir
cumstances found in SE Poland (for example when studying
the Przemyśl loesses, see Łanczont, W i I gat I 994), we can as
sume that generally all transparent heavy minerals found in
the Halie loesses occur also in the flysch rocks. Typical as
semblage of heavy minerals in flysch rocks contains gamet,
zircon, rutile, tourmaline as main minerals, and amphiboles,
pyroxenes, epidotes, biotite, chlorites and glauconite as ac
cessory minerals. In the peri-Carpathian Tertiary rocks gar
net and zircon are dominant, micas and chlorites occur in
considerable quantities, and minerals non-resistant to me
chanical destruction, such as amphiboles and glauconite, are
marginal. In the Podolia rocks zircon and rutile prevail, and
gamet occurs less frequently. Despite rather similar qualita
tive composition ofheavy minerals assemblage, these miner
als can give us some information about periodic predo
minance of the Podolian or Carpathian alimentation area in
material supply to the alluvia occurring in the Dniester river
valley, which were the main potential source of loess silt.

Qualitative-quantitative changes of the mineral material
in comparison with their parent rocks resulted form weather
ing of these rocks, transport and repeated redeposition of the
weathered material, and mixing ofcomponents coming from
different sources. It should be also noticed that due to dy
namic action of flowing water, the components were differ
entiated as to the possibility of their movement and depo
sition. This process caused a local enrichment in zircon, ru
tile and garnets (Racinowski 1995).

Periodically dried fine-grained alluvia were easily de
flated and blown on neighbouring slopes. Further differentia
tion of heavy minerals assemblage occurred after the
accumulation of loess as a result of its periodic blowing or
washing down. Weathering-pedogenetic processes brought
about additional transformation of the heavy minerals assem
blage. Any estimation of development of these processes in
the Halie profile was difficult to carry out because heavy
minerals association in the source material contained mainly
minerals resistant to weathering.

The content of heavy minerals in the fraction 0.1-0.06
mm is generally small (0.05-0.36% of weight). Quantities of
the main components of heavy minerals assemblage in the
Halie profile are typical for the loesses in Poland and West
Ukraine. The content of opaque minerals is from 18 to 60%,
of micas - 5-56%, and of transparent minerals - I 2-54%.
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The amount of transparent minerals is smaller in the intergla 
cial paleosols of the Halie profile, especially in the oldest 
one, and also in the weathered loesses of deluvial facies. Con 
cretions occur in rather small amounts; usually up to 6%, and 
only sometimes 20-30%. Among transparent heavy miner 
als, the following ones prevail: zircon (5-54%), garnets 
(6-82%) and rutile (5-40%). Their quantities are somewhat 
differentiated in particular deposit beds. Other resistant min 
erals (disthene, staurolite, tourmaline) occur in rather small 
amounts and were not taken into account because of the pos 
sibility of misconstruction. Medium resistant ( epidotes) and 
non-resistant (biotite, amphiboles, pyroxenes) components, 
though occurring in small amounts, were taken into consid 
eration as an evidence of loess alimentation from flysch de 
posits of the East Carpathians. Worthy of notice are similar 
quantities of amphiboles and pyroxenes indicating their ori 
gin from volcanic rocks, probably andesites, which were 
neighbouring source materials for flysch deposits. Some of 
the examined samples contain up to 7% of glauconite, occur 
ring both in the Podolian rocks and in the rocks of the Carpa 
thians and Carpathian Foreland. The increased amount of 
glauconite (non-resistant to mechanical and chemical de 
struction) may imply a short distance transport of mineral 
material blown on slopes (for example from the denuded val 
ley sides). 

The description of the heavy minerals composition in 
soils and loesses of the Halie profile is presented below. 

The Luck paleosol (layers m 1-3) shows the strongest 
weathering features. It is characterized by a very low content 
of heavy fraction, in which the amount of concretions is rela 
tively great and of transparent minerals - small. Zircon 
(>50%) and rutile (33-40%) prevail among transparent min 
erals. Because of the absence of biotite, garnets and arnphi 
boles, calculation of the C/(G+A) index is impossible, and 
the O/(S+N) index is extremely high (>40). This assemblage 
is distinctly different from those occurring in the overlying 
beds. It can be supposed that the main alimentation source for 
the substratum of this paleosol was the weathered material of 
the local Tertiary-Cretaceous rocks of the Podolia, indicat 
ing a more intensive erosion of the north-eastern part of the 
middle Dniester river catchment, which was connected with 
a neotectonic uplift of the Podolian Platform. 

In the boggy gleyed and banded flood-lacustrine depos 
its (layers l 1-2) overlying the Luck soil, mineral association is 
quite different. The content of heavy fraction is greater. 
Quantities of opaque minerals and concretions are small, 
when amounts of micas and transparent minerals considera 
bly increase. Among the latter ones, gamet together with zir 
con and rutile prevail. Amphiboles and biotite occur in small 
quantities. Extreme values of the calculated indices are the 
following: O/(S+N) = 0.3-1.7 and C/(G+A) = 0.2-0.89. Such 
heavy minerals assemblage reflects a change in source mate 
rial. Accumulated deposits were supplied with material com 
ing from the redeposited and weathered rocks of the Carpa 
thians and Carpathian Foreland. It seems that the high con 
tent of garnets results from enrichment of deposits with this 
component in a flowing water environment. The high content 
of micas points to slowly flowing water, probably of braided 
river. 

In the lower part of the pleniglacial complex of the Odra- 

nian/Dnieperian loess (layers j 1-k3) there was a further in 
crease of heavy minerals content in the fraction O. 1-0.06 
mm. Garnet is dominant among the transparent minerals. 
Quantities of medium and non-resistant minerals are rather 
high. The amount of micas varies. The values of the calcu 
lated indices (O/(S+N) =O.I 5-0.67; C/(G+A) = 0.06-0.38) 
are somewhat different from those found in the underlying 
deposits. It seems that the source material for these loesses 
was blown from the drying flood-lacustrine sediments occur 
ring in the vicinity, which were significantly enriched with 
components corning from the Carpathian materials deposited 
at the bottom of the Dniester river valley. The loess accumu 
lation occurred in various aerodynamic conditions. Chang 
ing content of heavy fraction and variable content of micas 
indicate that the deposited silt material could be periodically 
blown to a short distance. 

In the higher part of the pleniglacial complex of the 
Odranian/Dnieperian loess (layers h-i2) heavy minerals as 
semblage is quite different from that found in the layers 
j 1-k3. The weight of the heavy fraction is distinctly smaller. 
Zircon and rutile are the main components of the transparent 
minerals group, and garnets occur also in a considerable 
amount. The content of medium and non-resistant minerals 
(especially amphiboles) remains increasing. It is reflected in 
the values of mineral indices: O/(S+N) = 1.15-3.74, and 
C/(G+A) = 0.92-5.05. These results indicate that the source 
material was more enriched with components coming from 
redeposited weathered material of the Podolian rocks mixed 
with weathered flysch rocks of the Carpathians. It seems that 
floodwaters with weak flow occurred in the loess alimenta 
tion areas, so that the sediments deposited in these areas were 
not enriched with garnets. When drying, these deposits were 
blown onto the higher situated sites. Loess was accumulated 
under a stable wind strenght, which is evidenced by a de 
creased content of micas, and with participation of washing. 
These processes favoured transport of material from the im 
mediate vicinity, so in this loess the glauconite content in 
creased up to 5%. 

The effect of chemical weathering on the heavy minerals 
assemblage is distinctly visible in both soils of the Korshov 
pedocornplex (layers f1-g2). The weight content of heavy 
fraction is here rather low. The amount of micas is smaller in 
the lower soil than in the upper one. Minerals more resistant 
to chemical weathering predominate among the transparent 
minerals group, forming the following succession: zircon> 
rutile>epidotes>garnets. An interruption in the pedogenetic 
development can be deduced from the occurrence of a thin 
loess stratum (fs) separating two soils. The content of heavy 
fraction is somewhat higher in this loess. It is clearly a result 
of a sedimentation hiatus connected with blowing out of 
components liable to wind action from a ground surface. Suc 
cession of the main transparent minerals in this loess is as fol 
lows: zircon>garnets>rutile>epidotes. Values of the mineral 
indices are lower than in both soils: O/(S+N) = 0.85, and 
C/(G+A) = 1.00. 

The upper bed of the Middle Pleistocene loesses, i.e. the 
Moscovian/Wartanian loess (layers e1-2) is topped with the 
Horokhov soil (layers d 1-3). A considerably higher content 
of carbonate-ferruginous concretions was found in one sam 
ple of these loesses. Garnets predominate over zircon in the 
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lower part of this bed, while in the upper part zircon prevails,
though the content of garnets also increases. The content of
non-resistant minerals decreases upwards reaching mini
mum under the paleosol. Quantities of micas are very vari
able within the whole soil-loess complex. Qualitative com
position of the heavy minerals assemblage suggests that its
source material was similar to that in the upper part of the
pleniglacial complex of the Dnieperian/Odranian loess. Ini
tially a solifluction took part in the loess accumulation; it is
evidenced by the deposit structure, and also by a considerable
content ofglauconite (7%), which was supplied directly from
the local rocks. Both dynamics and differentiation of sedi
mentation processes probably increased towards the top. The
influence of the Eemian pedogenesis resulted in an increased
maturity of the heavy minerals assemblage. The content of
opaque minerals is high, especially in the Bt horizon (over
60%). Greater amounts of garnets and ferruginous concre
tions occur in the A horizon, which can be probably con
nected with wetter and colder conditions of the interglacial
late phases.

The content of heavy fraction slighty increases in the Up
per Pleistocene loesses (Valdaian/Vistul i an loess; layers
a1-c2), containing the interstadiał Dubno soil and the inter
phase Rovno soil. The content of micas decreases. Among
the transparent minerals garnet predominates, together with
zircon and rutile. The content of minerals medium and non
resistant to weathering is similar as in the underlying Mosco
vian/Wartanian loess. The values of the mineral indices con
siderably decrease: O/(S+N) = 0.41-0.85, and C/(G+A) =
0.27-0.43. It seems that the main part of source material of
this loess resulted from the denudation of the older loess de
posits and that the products of this process were blown about.
It can be also supposed that this loess was formed by stronger
winds.

FINAL REMARKS 

The Halie profile is situated in a transition zone between
the Carpathian Foreland and the Volhynia-Podolia Upland,
on the Pleistocene high terrace of the Dniester river; it is rep
resented by alluvial and subaerial deposits with the total
thickness of about 50 m. This profile is of great stratigraphic
importance because in its loessy part three interglacial warm
ings are recorded (represented by the complexes of forest
soils), and also three complete and stratigraphically differen
tiated loess units (i.e. with interglacial soils at the bottom and
at the top) of the Valdaian, Moscovian and Dnieperian glacial
cycles. Therefore, we have a well preserved record of events
from the last 300 ka, with prospects of finding evidence of
one more, older glacial cycle.

On the river terraces near the Halie profile a few more
sites were found, where the other Pleistocene deposits, very
well developed and stratigraphically differentiated, are ex
posed. The following ones are most important: the Maryno
pil' profile (unpublished data) with an extremely thick (up to
I O m) upper bed of the Middle Pleistocene loesses, i.e. the
Moscovian/Wartanian loess, the Kolodijv profile (unpub
lished data) with an unique exposure of the Vistulian and
Eemian deposits over 20 rn thick, the Zahvizdija profile (Bo
gutskiy et al. 1999) with the Eopleistocene beds (Fig. I).

Thus, the Halie profile is an important part of the summary
profile of the Pleistocene deposits about 100 m thick, which
is unique in the tectonically elevated region, and representa
tive for the Pleistocene stratigraphy and paleogeography in
the above mentioned transition zone between the Carpathian
Fore land and Volhynia-Podolia Upland. Owing to these fea
tures the Halie profile is also very important for the arrange
ment of a sequence of terraces and deposits in the Dniester
river valley.

In the light of the heavy minerals analysis, a paleogeo
graphical problem arose, concerning the origin and transport
conditions of source material for the Halie loesses. Fluvio
periglacial alluvia deposited in the Dniester river valley were
the main source of loessy silt. They came from the Carpa
thian flysch rocks, Tertiary deposits of the Carpathian Fore
land and Cretaceous-Tertiary rocks of the Podolia. After
having dried, these aqueous silty deposits were blown from
the valley bottom onto the neighbouring slopes. Small verti
cal differentiation of the qualitative-quantitative composi
tion of heavy minerals assemblage seems to indicate a
primarily separate character of the silt building the particular
stratigraphic horizons, which can result from a periodic pre
dominance of either the Podolia or the Carpathians as the al i
mentation area for the Dniester river alluvia. These features
seem to indicate an autochthonous nature of the Halie lo
esses.

The question should be considered whether the separate
features mentioned above, could be connected e.g. with dif
ferent directions of loess-forming winds and a long distance
eolian transport. However, we suppose that these differences
would be then more distinct and qualitative. This question is
worth of further studies on the basis of other sites with loess
deposits.

Loesses of the Polish part of the Carpathian Foreland
(and Carpathian Foothills) are also of a very local nature in
the topographic scale, as it was indicated by the results of the
studies on their accumulation conditions in the San river val
ley. On the basis of mineralogie and granulometrie data it
was revealed that they were formed as a result of a very short
distance eolian transport, and fluvio-periglacial deposits
were their main source material (Łanczont 1993, 1994, 1997,
Łanczont, Wilgat 1994).

In the Halie profile some layers are distinguishable by
the higher contents ofopaque minerals and resistant minerals
from the group of transparent ones. The values of the NP in
dex (diagram MCI in Fig. 4) and the indices ofmaturity of the
heavy minerals assemblage (O/(S+N) and C/(G+A) - dia
gram MCII in Fig. 4) best reflect the changes found in the
profile. Two types of peaks occur on their curves:

a) these corresponding to illuvial horizons of interglacial
soils, together with the Holocene soil, indicate considerable
changes ofloess features under the influence ofpedogenesis;

b) these corresponding to erosion-denudation surfaces
indicate longer breaks in sedimentation and surface stabiliza
tion, resulting in greater intensity ofweathering processes in
periglacial conditions.

From the stratigraphic and paleogeographic point of
view the following loess-soil units distinguished in the Halie
profile are worth of notice and further detailed studies:

I. Luck paleosol occurring in the bottom of loess cover.
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It can be correlated with the upper soil from the tripartite
pedocomplex Zavadovka (in the Ukrainian scheme by Goz
hik et al. 1995), which was dated at about 330 ka BP in the
Volhynia loess profiles (Shelkoplyas et al. 1985). It corre
swonds to the interglacial soil from the Zbójno (= Domnitz;
1 O stage 9) Warm Stage, which splits the Odranian and Li
wiecian (= pre-Saalian) loesses in the Polish schemes. In the
Halie profile this soil was dated at 300 ka BP. In Poland, cor
responding soil (GJ3a) was found only in several exposures
(Nieledew, Orzechowce, Zadębce, Załubińcze), and its age
was estimated at 303-339 ka BP (Maruszczak 1994).

2. Dnieperian/Odranian loess cover is here extremely
thick, whereas in other profiles of the Podolia, Volhynia and
Carpathian Foreland it only sporadically exceeds 4-5 m (e.g. 
in the Prałkowce profile, where the Odranian bed is I O m
thick, see Łanczont 1994). In SE Poland the complete se
quences typical for the Odranian cycle were found only in
several exposures (among others in Nieledew, Odonów,
Zadębce - Maruszczak 1991 ). In Halie this loess is stra
tigraphically differentiated and its structure is complex. Its
lithological heterogeneity is visible both in vertical and hori
zontal sections. We can find here plication deformations, in
traloess erosion surfaces with systems of fissures, gley and
solifluction horizons, layers with large carbonate concretions
and suchlike.

3. Korshovpedocomplex. We consider the Halie profile
to be a stratotype for the Korshov pedocomplex, which con
tains two polygenic soils typical for the interglacial condi
tions. Therefore, we have here signs of temperate climate
(two forest soils), with a phase ofmore severe climatic condi
tions (layer ofmineral deposits separating these soils, proba
bly accumulated within the reach of seasonal frost - that is
why solifluction deformations are visible in this layer). The
development of the Korshov pedocomplex is very similar to
that of the last but one interglacial, which was described by
Lożek (I 973) as the mid-European PK IV. Such a sequence
of events corresponds we! I to the global rhythms recorded in
the oxygen isotope curve of marine sediments (Martinson et
al. 1987) and the curve of dust content in the Antarctic ice
core (Petit et al. I 999). It seems that the soil from the first
phase of the Korshov pedogenesis corresponds to the marine
substage 7.5, the soil from the second phase - to the warm
substage 7.3, and the deposits in between - to substage 7.4
(climate cooling). The development of pedogenesis during
the last but one glacial in the Ukraine was dated at 210-240
ka BP (Gozhik et al. I 995) or at 210-230 ka BP (Shelkoplyas
et al. I 985). Unfortunately, the TL ages of the discussed
pedocomplex in Halie obtained in the Kiev laboratory do not
allow us to determine its chronostratigraphic situation be
cause they seem to be underestimated and correspond to an
aglacial phases of the last but one glacial.

The soil from the second phase of the Korshov pedo
genesis corresponds to the Lublinian(= Inter-Saalian) inter
glacial soil occurring in Polish loesses, which separates
loesses of the Wartanian/Saalian II and Odranian/Saalian I.
This soil (GJ2 in the stratigraphic scheme of Polish loesses
by Maruszczak 1994) was dated at 210-230 or 216 ka BP,
and the overlying turf horizon (Gi) was correlated with the
oxygen isotope substage 7.1 (194 ka BP) and with the inter
stadiał of the early Wartanian (Maruszczak 1991, 1994). At

the top of the Korshov pedocomplex such turf horizon does
not occur.

Maruszczak ( 1993) considers the soil occurring in some
profiles (Nieledew, Odonów) below the Lublinian pedocom
plex (denoted by GJ2a in this situation) to be interstadiał (in
terpleniglacial) soil. It is denoted by a complex symbol
Gi?GJ2b/LSd, and correlated with the interval 260-240 ka
BP.

4. Two Vistulian paleosols - Dubno and Rovno are pre
served in the poorly developed Vistulian loesses. The Rovno
interphase soil occurs within the Upper Plenivistulian loesses
and contains a very well developed cultural layer with flint
artifacts and rich fauna set representing the traces of a hunt
ers' camp from the Upper Palaeolithic. According to Ma
ruszczak (1991) the Rovno soil was correlated with the
stratigraphic situation of a soil denoted by (Gi)/LMs in the
scheme of Polish loesses, which was developed on the loess
from the Vistulian interpleniglacial. The results of our stud
ies do not confirm this opinion.

In conclusion we can note that the Halie loesses largely
correspond with loess sequences developed in warm-dry ar
eas ofCentral Europe: Lower Austria and south Moravia, in
ner Bohemia, Thuringia, and northern borderland of the
Pannonian Basin (Fink, Kukla 1977, Lożek 1977, Mojski
1993). The Halie loesses were probably formed in somewhat
moister conditions. This problem needs further studies, espe
cially analysis ofmolluscs, which commonly occur in the lo
esses of the examined area.

Acknowledgement 
Investigations of the Halie profile are partially supported by

Grant 6 PO4E 031 15 from KBN, and are a part of the planned series
ofmonographic studies of the key profiles ofloesses of the Carpa
thian Foreland facies.

The authors are grateful to Dr Maria Wilgat who has prepared
the English version of this paper. Many thanks to Mgr Ewa Sa
dowska for technical preparation of figures.

REFERENCES 
Bogutskiy A.B. 1987. The main loess and palaeosol horizons of

periglacial Pleistocene loess-soil series in the southwestern
part of the Eastern European Platform (original: Osnovnye lo
essovye i paleopochvennye gorizonty periglacialnoy loessovo
pochvennoy seri pleystocena jugo-zapada Yostochnoevro
peyskoy platformy). In Stratigrafiya i korrelatsiya morskikh i 
kontinentalnykh otlozheniy Ukrainy, 47-52. Naukova Dumka,
Kiev (in Russian).

Bogutskiy A., Łanczont M., Wojtanowicz J. 1999. Lower Pleisto
cene fossil soils in the loess cover of the Halie Carpathian Fore
land (original: Dolnoplejstoceńskie gleby kopalne w po
krywie lessowej Halickiego Podkarpacia). In Ill Seminarium
lessowe "Geneza i wiek pokrywowych utworów pylastych po
łudniowo-zachodniej Polski", 5-7. Uniwersytet Wrocławski,
Wrocław-Bożków (in Polish).

Fink J., Kukla G.J. 1977. Pleistocene climates in Central Europe: At
least 17 interglacials after the Olduvai Event. Quaternary Re
search 7, 363-371.

Gerenćuk K.I. 1972. Nature of the Lvov Discrict (original: Priroda
Lvivskoy oblastiy). Lvivskiy Universitet, Lviv (in Ukrainian).

Gerenćuk K. I. 1973. Geomorphology (original: Geomorfologja). In
Priroda /vano-Frankivs 'koy oblasti, 39-50. Lviv, Yysha



PLEISTOCENE LOESSES IN THE HALIĆ PROFILE 17 

Skala (in Ukrainian).
Gofśtejn I.D. 1962. Neotectonics and morphogenesis of the upper

Dniester river valley (original: Neotektonika i morfogenez
verkhnogo Pridnistrovja). AN URSR, Kiev (in Russian).

Gofśtejn I.D. 1979. Neotectonics of the western Volhynia-Podolia
region (original: Neotektonika zapadnoy Volynho-Podolyi).
Naukova Dumka, Kiev (in Russian).

Gofśtejn I.D. 1995. Geomorphological study of the Ukrainian Car
pathians (original: Geomorfologićeskiy oćerk Ukrainsk ikh
Karpat). Naukova Dumka, Kiev (in Russian).

Gozhik P., Shelkoplyas V., Khristoforova T. 1995. Development
stages of loessial and glacial formations in Ukraine (stratigra
phy ofloesses in Ukraine). Anna/es UMCS sec. 8, 50, 65-74.

Kondracki J. 1968. Die naturraumliche Gliederung Polens und der
Nachbarlander im Dezimalsystem. Prace Geograficzne 69,
13-41 (in Polish with German summary).

Kravćuk J. 1998. Structural conditions of geomorphological divi
sion of the Ukrainian Carpathian Foreland (original: Uwarun
kowania strukturalne podziału geomorfologicznego Przed
karpacia Ukraińskiego). In "Glowne kierunki hadan geomor
fologicznych w Polsce. Stan aktualny iperspektywy ". Referaty,
komunikaty. IV Zjazd Geomorfologów Polskich, 55-59.
UMCS, Lublin (in Polish).

Kravćuk J. 1999. Geomorphology of the Carpathian Foreland (ori
ginal: Geomorfologja Peredkarpatia). Merkator, Lviv (in
Ukrainian).

Lindner L. 1991. Stratigraphy of main Pleistocene loess horizons
and paleosols in mid-eastern Europe. Acta Geologica Polonica
41, 1-2, 85-100.

Lożek V. 1977. Natural environment during the Quaternary period
(original: Priroda vc ćtvrtohorach). Academia, Praha (in
Czech).

Łanczont M. 1993. Accumulation conditions of the Upper Vistulian
loess deposits in the Przemyśl Region (SE Poland) on the basis
ofgranulometrie analyses. Anna/es UMCS sec. 8, 48, 209- 222
(in Polish with English summary).

Łanczont M. 1994. Chronostratigraphy of Pleistocene deposits and
conditions of their accumulation at Prałkowce near Przemyśl.
Studia Geomorphologica Carpatho-Balcanica 27-28, 15-28
(in Polish with English summary).

Łanczont M. 1995, Stratigraphy and paleogeography ofloess on the
Przemyśl Foothills (SE Poland). Anna/es UMCS sec. 8, 50,
91-126.

Łanezont M. 1997. Loesses in Przemyśl environs. Rocznik Prze
mvski 33, 4, Nauki Przyrodnicze, 3-44 (in Polish with English
summary).

Łanczont M., Wilgat M. 1994. Differentiation of the Carpathian lo
esses in Przemyśl environs in the light ofheavy minerals analy
sis. Anna/es UMCS sec. 8, 49, 81-99 (in Polish with English
summary).

Martinson D.G., Pisias N.G., Hays J.D., lmbrie J., Moor T.C.,
Shackleton N.J. 1987. Age dating and the orbital theory of ice
age: development of high-resolution O to 300 OOO-year chro
nostratigraphy. Quaternary Research 27, 1-29.

Maruszczak H. 1991. Stratigraphic differentiation ofPolish loesses.

In H. Maruszczak (ed.), Main sections ofIoesses in Poland A.
I 3-35. UMCS, Lublin (in Polish with English summary).

Maruszczak H. 1993. Chronostratigraphy of the Warta Loesses and
correlation with glacial deposits in Poland. Acta Geographica
Lodziensia 65, 215-225 (in Polish with English summary).

Maruszczak H. 1994. Chronostratigraphic correlation of loesses in
southern Poland and north-western Ukraine. Przegląd Geo
logiczny 42, 9, 728-733 (in Polish with English summary).

Mojski J.E. I 993. Europe in the Pleistocene. Evolution of natural
environment (original: Europa w plejstocenie. Ewolucja śro
dowiska przyrodniczego). Wydawnictwo PAE, Warszawa (in
Polish).

Petit J.R., Jozue! J.M., Raynaud D., Barkov N.I., Samola J.-M., Ba
sile I.. Bender M., Chappellaz J., Davis M., Delaygue G., Del
motte M., Kotlyakov V.M., Legrand M., Lipenkov V.Y.,
Lorius C., Pepin L., Ritz C., Saltzman E., Stievenard M. 1999.
Climate and atmospheric history of the past 420,000 years
from the Vostok ice core, Antarctica. Nature 399, 429-436.

Polanskiy J. 1929. Terrassen, Losse und Morphologie Westpodoli
ens am Dnisterflusse. Podolskiy Etiyudi I, Lviv (in Ukrainian
with German summary).

Racinowski R. 1995. Remarks on using the results of heavy mineral
analyses for studies on Quaternary deposits in Poland. In E.
Mycielska-Dowgiallo, J. Rutkowski (eds.), Researches of
Quaternary sediments. some methods and interpretation ofthe
results, 151-166. Warszawa (in Polish with English sum
mary).

Seul C., Racinowski R., Łanczont M., Bogutskiy A. (in press).
Lithogenetic interpretation of loessie formations in the "Ha
licz" (West Ukraine) profile on the basis ofgraining tests. In A.
Kostrzewski (ed.), Geneza, litologia, stratygrafia utworów
czwartorzędowych, Ill. Wydawnictwo Naukowe Uniwersy
tetu Adama Mickiewicza, Poznań (in Polish with English sum
mary).

Shelkoplyas V.N., Khristoforova T.F., Palienko V.P., Morozov
G.V., Maruszczak H., Lindner L., Wojtanowicz J., Butrym J.,
Bogutskiy A.B. I 985. Chronology of loess and glacial forma
tions in the western part of USSR and nearby territories (origi
nal: Khronologiya obrazovaniy loessovoy i lednikovoy
formatsiy zapadnoy ćasti USSR i sopredelnykh territoriy). In
stitut Geologićeskich Nauk Akademii Nauk Ukrainskoj SSR,
Preprint 85-18, Kiev (in Russian).

Sytnik A., Bogutskiy A., Łanczont M., Madeyska T. 1999. Upper
Palaeolithic site Halicz. Materiały i sprawozdania Rzeszow
skiego Osrodka Archeologicznego 20, 15-22 (in Polish with
English and Russian summary).

Teisseyre H. 1933. Sur les problemes rnorphogćniqucs de I' avant
pays des Karpates Orientales Polonaises. Biuletyn Polskiego
Towarzystwa Geologicznego 7, 3, 421-454 (in Polish with
French summary).

Wróbel J., Mrugała Sz. (in press). Characterization of climate of
Ukraine. Przegląd Geograficzny (in Polish with English sum
mary).


