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The environment is crucial to socioeconomic development
and to human well-being. Properly performed spatial
planning efforts allow the natural environment to be

shaped in a rational way, by identifying the possibilities
and directions for its development.
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Warsaw School of Economics

he environment affects each of us, because

we live embedded in it and interact with its

various elements. According to Article paragraph
of Poland s Environmental Protection Act, the
environment is understood as comprising all natural
elements, including those transformed as a result of
human activity, in particular the surface of the Earth,
minerals, bodies of water, air, the landscape, the cli-

mate and other elements of biological diversity, as
well as interactions between these elements (Dzien-
nik Ustaw ,no. ,item ,asamended). On
the basis of this definition, it is worth noting that the
environment is understood as including both animate
elements (the plants and animals around us) and in-
animate elements (bedrock, climate factors such as
temperature and precipitation, different landforms
and relief, etc.).

Since the emergence of the concept of sustainable
development  starting in the late s, when UN
Secretary-General U Thant s report was released  the
importance of the natural environment as an equal
and inseparable element of development has been
gaining greater and greater emphasis. The Rio Dec-
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laration of (one of the main documents adopted
at the United Nations Conference on Environ-
ment and Development) states as follows: The right
to development must be fulfilled so as to equitably
meet the developmental and environmental needs of
present and future generations (Principle of the
Declaration).

Benefits from nature

The activity of mankind influences the environment
in various ways (scientists often refer to such hu-
man influence as anthropopressure ). However, it
should be remembered that the environment also de-
termines possible human activitiesand according to
the principle of purpose, formulated by Professor
Stefan Koz owski economic (and partly social) goals
and objectives should stem from the circumstances
of the natural environment (at any territorial scale,
including the local scale).

The various functions that the environment serves
for humans have been the subject of research in var-
ious sciences for many years, and are increasingly
being described using the term ecosystem services

referring to the various types of goods and services
provided by nature that benefit humans and contrib-
ute to human prosperity. Ecosystem services can be
described, analyzed, and classified in various ways.
The most recent classification, developed by
IPBES (Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform

Table 1
Nature’s contributions to people

Category
of contribution
to people’s lives

Brief description

Regulating

Regulating ecosystem services involve the preservation of habitats and species (maintaining
conditions in which species can live, feed, and reproduce), and also benefits related to
ensuring air quality and influencing the climate (e.g. by capturing and storing carbon

from greenhouse gases). This category also includes benefits related to soil protection

and purification (such as influencing the nutrient cycles, accumulating organic material,

or preventing erosion) and water resource protection and purification (water filtration and
retention at various scales). Another type of ecosystem service in this category involves
protection against hazards and extreme events (currently gaining importance, especially in
the context of climate change adaptation).

Material

These are primarily benefits related to the provision of food for humans and animals, as
well as raw materials for biomass-based energy production. This category also includes
ecosystem services related to the provision of materials for production (e.g. wood, fiber,
water) and also ensuring jobs. Moreover, the provision of medicinal resources (e.g.
mushrooms and plants, used as traditional medicines or raw materials for production in the
pharmaceutical industry) is also gaining importance.

Non material

These are benefits related to cultural and spiritual values, education, tourism, and recreation.
Within this group, it is worth mentioning not only those related to mental and physical
experiences (inspiration for spiritual and religious experiences, activities in the field of art),
but also those that involve the enjoyment of communing with wild nature during recreation
or sports. These ecosystem services also emphasize the creation of conditions for a high
quality of life, understood as human well-being.
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on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services), recognizes
that nature s contribution to human life encompasses
all elements of the natural world that affect people s
quality of life, including the diversity of organisms,
ecosystems, and related ecological and evolutionary
processes. (See the classification of ecosystem services
in Table ).

Spatial planning in municipalities

The environment has a significant impact on the goals
that can be set for socioeconomic development. It can
be both an accelerator of development processes and
a barrier to them, and the better the condition of the
environment, the higher the quality of life. Changes
in the natural environment are caused, among other
factors, by progressive urbanization (including un-
controlled suburbanization). Thus, there is a need for
principled efforts to appropriately shape the natural

Statutory forms of nature
protection in Poland

Forms of nature protection in
Poland (which need to be taken
into account in the analytical part of
amunicipality s SUIKZPG Study):

1) national parks,

2) nature reserves,

3) landscape parks,

4) protected landscape areas,

5) Natura 2000 areas,

6) natural monuments,

7) documentation stations,

8) ecological uses,

9) nature and landscape complexes,
)

10) species protection for plants,
animals, and fungi.

Source: Article 6 of the Act of April 16
on Nature Protection,
Dziennik Ustaw 2022, item 916.
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environment (including protection of its elements) as
an environment for human life. This process can take
place within the framework of spatial planning, con-
sistent with the principles of sustainable development,
as well as by identifying opportunities for the use and
regeneration of the environment. Local regulations
imposed on the possibilities and directions of spatial
development also refer to the possibility of harnessing
all environmental resources. In what follows, we will
cite examples of local spatial planning efforts that il-
lustrate the place and role of the natural environment
in spatial planning.

The basic document shaping the goals and direc-
tions of spatial policy at the local level is in Poland
known asa Study of the Conditions and Directions
for Spatial Development in the Municipality (known
by the Polish abbreviation SUIKZPG), which each
Polish municipality (gmina) is obliged by the Act on
Spatial Planning and Development to compile for

Table 2
The environment vs. documents related to municipal spatial planning

Ecophysiographic
study
—)

Study of the Conditions and Directions
for Spatial Development in the
Municipality (SUIKZPG)

Environmental impact assessment
for the draft SUIKZPG

<

Determination of natural
conditions for various forms
of development and use

Diagnosis of the environment and indication
of the conditions and guidelines for
the desired direction of spatial development
of the municipality in the future, taking into
account the natural conditions

Analysis and evaluation of the impact
of spatial development on the various
elements of the environment and
the changes to the environment that
the planned development may cause










