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Open Access journals publi sh peer-reviewed art icles and st ri ve to maintain high publi shing standards 

scientific data. This creates inequalities between re­ 
search circles, depending on the scientists' or research 
institutes' location and funding situation. The original 
Open Access notion would ensure equal availability of 
knowledge to scientists from different regions, as well as 
the free exchange of information, which propels scien­ 
tific development," he says. 

Medical data 
Another idea is the broader Open Science concept, 

providing access to scientific information to all users - 
in theory to all societies. Prof. Bach sees some potential 
problems in this. 

"This concept can be dangerous, especially in the case 
of medical information. A problem arises if a patient or 
their family accessing such data do not fully understand 
the information or know how to use it. Jt's not that re­ 
searchers have anything to hide," he stresses. "It's simply 
that the average reader will not understand scientific 
papers, since they are written using specialist jargon that 
can easily stir anxiety. Of course this is not the case with 
popular science articles," he continues. 

On the other hand authors of the Myths section of 
the BioMed Central service (an institution that has done 
much to promote the Open Access movement) assert that 
the Internet already contains vast amounts of information 
concerning medical issues but it is largely out of date, 
making it of debatable value. Therefore they question why 
access to high-quality peer-reviewed scientific information 
should be limited to the broader public. Another important 

point is that medical research is largely funded by taxpay­ 
ers, and they should have the right to know how their 
money is being used. 

Free repository? 
Open Access journals publish peer-reviewed articles 

and strive to maintain high publishing standards. Another 
form of providing access is known as the "green route," 
which involves posting papers in an open repository. 
However, Prof. Bach warns against this route, since it may 
lead to a significant lowering of standards and a blurring 
of boundaries between peer-reviewed and non-reviewed 
articles as read by inexperienced audiences. For example, 
the current highest standard is set by top-notch journals 
such as Nature. With widespread access to non-reviewed 
information, their reputation could suffer, which in turn 
could lead to lower research standards. 

Naturally the fact that Open Access information is avail­ 
able for free does not mean that its generation and pub­ 
lishing generates no costs. So who should pay these costs? 
Potential sources listed by Prof. Bach include scientific 
and academic institutions, businesses, and foundations. 
He is against the authors themselves directly bearing such 
costs, and supports reducing or eliminating fees charged 
for institutions from the poorest countries. 

In an article from Nature (458/2009) quoted by Edward 
Bendyk, Henry Collins notes that the privileged status of 
science (due at least in part to rationality) does not bestow 
it with imperial status: science and knowledge must be­ 
come more widespread. !
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