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Prehistoric flint mining

In the Realm of the Devil
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Thousands of years ago, before
technologies for producing bronze

and iron were discovered, human
communities exploited various deposits
of siliceous rocks, which they used

to produce tools and weapons. We now
know more than 250 flint mines from
the Stone and Bronze Ages throughout
Europe, including more than 20

in Poland. One of the most impressive
is the ancient mine in Krzemionki
Opatowskie (Poland)

Among the numerous fields of research
on the distant past is the archaeology of
prehistoric flint mining, which focuses not
only on the exploitation of flint deposits but

also on the systematic mining of such rocks
as chert, hornstone, radiolarite, and obsidian.
These raw materials played an important role
in the culture of Stone-Age communities, and
so both the methods of working these rocks
and the mechanisms of their distribution from
the Palaeolithic to the end of the Bronze Age
(some tens of thousands of years ago until
about 1000 BC) make for fascinating study.
Research into flint mines offers an intrigu-
ing glimpse into the practical knowledge
and skills of humans back in those ancient
times, illustrating the organization and scale
of the activities they undertook. The Institute
of Archaeology and Ethnology of the Polish
Academy of Sciences has for years been
among the institutions engaged in research-
ing prehistoric siliceous rock mining in
Poland and Europe.

Neolithic flint mines
The first flint mine mentioned in the mod-
ern scientific literature is Grimes Graves - a













