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Interview with Lord May of Oxford

Scientific Champions League

Academia: Do the ties between British and
Polish science represent a present necessity,
stemming from EU enlargement for example,
or are they part of an older tradition?

Lord May of Oxford, President of
the Royal Society: The Royal Society
is fortunate in having been in continu-
ous existence as an Academy of Science
since 1660. Our archives are in a very
real sense arecord of the history of
science. Of course we are aware of the
rich history of scientific discovery and
research in Poland, from Copernicus

to the present day. So it should not |

be asurprise that even a quick look
through our archives uncovers a rich
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seam of scientific interaction between
Britain and Poland.
Among our very early records is

| “a letter written to Hevelius concerning |
| his Weather Clock.” Indeed, Johannes

Hevelius, the founder of the Gdarisk
observatory, was among the very early
Fellows of the Royal Society, elected to
membership on 30 March 1664. There
is arich record of correspondence
between him and various Fellows in
London over the following years. And of
course Hevelius was a key player in one
of the leading scientific controversies of
the time. Robert Hooke, another great
scientist of the seventeenth century,
and the “Curator of Experiments” at

the Royal Society from 1662, started
a fierce argument with Hevelius about
his catalogue of stars. Hooke claimed
that Hevelius’ observations could not
be accurate since he did not use tel-
escopic sights and micrometers on his
telescope. Eventually Edmund Halley,
one of the youngest Fellows of the
Royal Society ever, and the man after
whom the famous comet is named,
was sent to Gdarisk to arbitrate in the
dispute. He spent two months checking
Hevelius’ observations and confirmed
back to the Royal Society that Hevelius’
measurements were as accurate as any
that could be made with the latest scien-
tific equipment from London. Sadly, our
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