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tudes of those precursors. Meanwhile both philosophical and literary 'reality quests' blot out the 
sphere of meaning in pursuit of more archaic senses. From the anthropological perspective, 
Steiner's broken contract is a conceptualization of conventionalized cultural patterns. Steiner's sug­ 
gested resolution, ie. hermeneutics, diffuses the antagonism between the ages of Logos and Epi­ 
logue and reduces the dramatic vision of a hiatus between the world and the word to the practice of 
reading signs, which are inseparable from fiction. 


