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ABSTRACT: Sufficient national fossil resources and an independent water supply system are indispensable
elements of the security structure of any state. Energy independence, as a factor in determining self
-sufficiency, is now a basic requirement for countries or regions wishing to develop independently
and freely. The purpose of this research is to identify the specifics of the European energy strategy
in the Central Asian region by considering the basic areas of cooperation between the parties in
this sector of the economy. This research paper has been prepared primarily using the following
methods: historical, statistical, prognostic, synthesis, comparison and system analysis methods. The
research delves into the intricate dynamics of foreign policy activities of European Union mem-
bers concerning energy resources, particularly in a historical context. Analyzing the collaboration
between Brussels and Central Asian nations, both positive and adverse facets of this alliance in
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the energy domain have been pinpointed. Special attention is paid to the relationship between the
European Union and the Republic of Kazakhstan, emphasizing its role within the broader security
framework of the region and the continent. The study offers practical recommendations for enhan-
cing state energy strategies and fostering productive bilateral and multilateral energy partnerships.
The results and conclusions of the presented work can be used as a foundation for the development
of practical recommendations to establish and improve the energy strategies of the states, and for
planning bilateral and multilateral mutually beneficial cooperation in the energy sector.

KEYWORDS: security system, strategy, infrastructure, pipeline, investment

Introduction

Energy policy, particularly the development of strategies and plans regarding steps and ac-
tions in the sphere of energy resources and energy carriers supply, is an essential element of the
modern independent development of any state claiming to be a fully fledged subject of interna-
tional relations. The energy strategy of the European Union (EU) stands as a model for many na-
tions. The EU, as one of the oldest and most effective associations of countries both continentally
and globally, has established an approach that many find indicative. Their verified approach to
decision-making is notable. Equally significant is their differential principle of selecting strategic
partners, suppliers and buyers. This foundational policy of the Union has inspired the imple-
mentation of national plans in the energy sector for several international players. Specifically, it
has influenced countries in the Central Asia (CA) region. Unpredictable transformations of the
usual forms of interaction between the subjects of international law, violations of the principle of
equilibrium in the arms sector, and encroachments on the independence status of some countries
make the issue of preserving autonomy particularly important. The EU, which is in a phase of
revising its foreign strategy and searching for new energy markets, considers CA as a promising
region, seeing it as one of the future energy monopolists (Ismayil-Zada 2022). The territory, ha-
ving garnered the attention of major global players, is experiencing a significant positive impact.
With this renewed focus, the Republic of Kazakhstan (RK), the Republic of Uzbekistan (RU),
and other central states have adeptly harnessed external cooperation opportunities. Their strate-
gic collaboration aids in bolstering their independence and autonomy, particularly concerning
energy management. This self-reliance becomes increasingly vital as the world grapples with
escalating conflict situations and a looming global security crisis.

The problem is to present the current features of the EU countries’ activities in the energy
sector by examining the role of CA in this area of the organization’s economic development thro-
ugh the prism of the growing crisis of the global security structure. According to Khitakhunov
(2023), the EU’s revision of its political strategy regarding its activities in the Central Asian re-
gion is an essential element with regard to improving the quality of the cooperation between the
two sides in all areas of economic, social and other spheres of cooperation. Kaliakparova et al.
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(2020) were convinced that the increased interest of European states in CA renewable energy
sources will contribute to the development of infrastructure and the security system at the level
of the region. Laljebaev et al. (2021) identified several barriers to the energy sector development
in the region and hindered cooperation with Europe. These include legal and regulatory shortco-
mings, infrastructure deficits, financial issues, workforce qualifications, low public awareness,
limited government support, and incomplete data availability. Mois¢ and Sorbello (2022) admit-
ted that the insufficient profitability of Kazakh, Uzbek, and other national economic enterprises
and the lack of control over actual investors resulted in periods of cooling in cooperation with
Brussels.

Analyzing the current state of affairs in the sphere of protection of national interests and
stability in the region, Metera (2022) stated that based on the analysis of individual bilateral
treaties, one can judge the level of interaction between Asian states on energy security issues.
Akmatalieva (2018) described China as the main guarantor of energy security in CA, which
competes with European countries on an equal footing in the twenty-first century. Nurdavletova
and Zharmakhanova (2020) considered cooperation in the oil sector of transnational companies
representing the interests of the EU countries as promising areas of interaction. The specifics and
distinctive features of the areas of the EU’s energy policy with individual CA countries were con-
sidered by Dyussembekova et al. (2019), Baizakova (2013), Gubaidullina (2011) (cooperation
between Brussels and Astana in the field of hydropower and renewal of infrastructure facilities),
Saitov (2020) (EU-led development of renewable energy sources in RU) and Rovenskaya et al.
(2018) (ways of energy import and export from Kyrgyz Republic).

The purpose of the study is to explore the specific features of the European Union activities in
Central Asian countries by analyzing the structural elements and features of the European energy
strategy in the region under consideration.

1. Materials and methods

The main methods used in the preparation of this research paper were the method of system
analysis, the method of comparison as well as historical, statistical, prognostic and synthesis me-
thods. Using the method of system analysis, the general features and specifics of the EU energy
policy were considered, and the distinctive features and positive and adverse trends of the mo-
dern decision-making strategy of the EU in this area were outlined. Attention was focused on the
evolution of Brussels’ approach to understanding the essence and practical importance of the CA
region for establishing conditions of stability and energy security on the continent. The details of
the cooperation between the countries in the region and the EU on issues of energy security and
stability on the continent are examined through a comparative method. Sectors of imports and
exports of goods and services, and other financial transactions between the parties are analyzed
in order to identify key areas of cooperation.
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Important moments in the European states’ process of establishing and developing their ener-
gy policies are examined using the historical method. The practical experience they have gained
while executing tasks related to the provision of energy and energy resources is summarized.
The fundamental internal corporate regulations — which serve as the foundation for the EU’s CA
policy — are emphasized. The fundamental requirements of European nations in the context of
utilizing the natural resources of the region are identified through a review of quantitative and
qualitative indicators of the continent’s interactions with its CA partners using the statistical
method.

Prospects for the future growth of bilateral and multilateral relations in the area of energy
supply between the EU and CA nations are sketched using the predictive method. The general
characteristics and instruments used by Brussels concerning the individual states of the region
are identified through the application of the synthesis method, which is based on the available
data on the common features of the EU’s energy policy in CA.

A wide range of literature was used in the course of scientific research, the main emphasis
of which was placed on exploring the specific areas and methods of development of the EU
energy policy in the CA region. Examples of these include analytical and methodological mate-
rials (Khitakhunov 2023), scientific research (Moisé and Sorbello 2022), and statistical studies
(Rodriguez et al. 2022). For a more accurate and qualitative presentation of the specifics of the
European energy strategy in the CA countries, in particular, in terms of the legal framework, se-
veral documents regulating activities in this sector of the economy were selected, analyzed and
used. In particular, these documents include the Memorandum of Understanding on cooperation
in the field of energy between the European Union and the Republic of Kazakhstan (2006), Joint
communication to the European Parliament and the Council (European Commission 2019), Re-
solution of the Government of the Republic of Kazakhstan No. 724 “On approval of the Concept
of development of the fuel and energy complex of the Republic of Kazakhstan for 2023-2029”
(2014).

2. Results

The Central Asian region, which mainly includes such states as RK, RU, the Republic of
Turkmenistan (RT), the Republic of Tajikistan (TJ) and the Kyrgyz Republic (KR), covers an
area of over four million km? (Parfinenko 2022). It is a rather vast area characterized by different
natural and resource potentials and various problems and complexities regarding the sectors of
economic development of the countries of the region. Since they were formerly part of the Soviet
Union, most European and Central Asian experts from different fields of research consider the
region to be a single, indivisible entity with a common line of development (Jafalian 2019; Ki-
zekova 2019). However, this circumstance is not fair: although there are many common features
and characteristics, RK, KR and other countries have different approaches to addressing specific
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issues of strategic significance (Baizakova 2013). It primarily concerns energy policy, which is
one of the key elements of the state security system (Movkebaeva and Kurganbaeva 2015).

Considering the ongoing Russian-Ukrainian war, which has established dangerous si-
tuations in the oil and gas sector, the economy and in industry, the crisis in the energy sec-
tor has led to increased attention to energy security, diversification of the energy supply,
and the transformation of forms and types of energy cooperation (Figueroa-Garcia and
Gélvez-Rubio 2022). This industry is currently experiencing a serious crisis: many of the logistic
transport lines have been disrupted and, as a consequence, the process of transporting energy
carriers has been suspended or severely complicated. In addition, most EU countries have had to
abandon old contracts and intensively search for new markets, primarily in the CA region (co-
operation looks very promising, but the accelerated mode of establishing reliable supplies causes
several difficulties, for example, delays due to the unsatisfactory state of the energy sector) (Sar-
gsyan et al. 2023). The EU strives to respond to its energy needs by seeking the most favorable
options for cooperation on the continent, primarily with CA countries. They, in turn, being aware
of their advantage over other entities (great potential for hydropower, numerous natural resource
deposits), use a favorable agenda to attract the attention of investors from Europe (e.g. emphasis
on the need to develop the renewable energy sector to prevent climate change) (Metera 2022).

The development of cooperation between the EU and the CA states began immediately after
the collapse of the Soviet Union and its declaration of independence (Zhanbulatova 2018; Ko-
rzhyk et al. 2017). In the period 1995-1997, under the auspices of the integration association,
a large-scale study on the “Management of Interstate Oil and Gas Pipelines” was conducted,
the results of which were mainly the discovery of a large oil and gas resource potential in RT
and RU, which was sufficient to meet the domestic needs of European countries (Saitov 2020).
However, the most effective interaction between the parties was already established at the be-
ginning of the twenty-first century with the adoption of the “Strategy in Central Asia” (2007), in
which the European states invited the CA partners to cooperate in the sphere of social and demo-
cratic development and energy interaction (Sahin 2015). In addition, to accelerate the region’s
integration into the global trade system — the World Trade Organization — and to promote the
improvement and modernization of the countries’ energy infrastructure for access to European
markets, the EU has promoted energy projects such as the Transport Corridor Europe-Caucasus
-Asia (TRACECA), Interstate Oil and Gas Transportation to Europe (INOGATE), for qualitative
use of the states’ resource potential (Soutullo and Rinaldi 2022). The basic documents in the
field of energy cooperation between the EU and Central Asia include the doctrine “Central Asia:
State of the Art” (2002), strategies within the framework of the “Baku Initiative” (2004), the
“EU Transport Strategy for Central Asia 20062015 (2006), the “EU and Central Asia” (2006),
and the “EU and Central Asia” (2006). (2006), “The EU and Central Asia: New Opportunities
for a Closer Partnership” (2019), and the regulations under the EU4Energy program (2016) and
INOGATE technical assistance in the energy sector (1995) (Laljebaev et al. 2021; European
Commission 2019).

The key ideas in the updated strategy were to identify the weaknesses and strengths of the
countries in the region in order to develop the most optimal scenarios of interaction for the Union
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(Table 1). In addition, when comparing the EU’s 2007 strategy for CA, which focused on the
resource and geographical potential of the states, and the updated 2019 document, which already
focused on supporting security and stability there, it is important to note that Brussels’ approach
to RT, TJ and neighboring countries has been significantly transformed through dynamic chan-

ges in global terms.

TaBLE 1. Prospects, strengths and weaknesses of Central Asia in EU strategies

TABELA 1. Perspektywy, mocne i stabe strony Azji Srodkowej w strategiach UE

Strengths

Weaknesses

Prospects

a promising geographical center
in terms of energy resources;
extensive transport network to
Europe and Asia;
gradual development of energy
sector infrastructure and logi-
stics;
gradual improvement of trade,
investment and foreign capital
regulations in the countries of the
region;
active participation in internatio-
nal programs, forums, member-

almost complete monopoly of
China and Russia, dependence on
their financial injections;
underdeveloped banking system;
frequent territorial conflicts and
cross-border disputes over water
resources;
the serious consequences of
climate change and environmental
degradation;
social inequality and high levels of

increasing attractiveness of the region in
the eyes of European investors amid the
search for new energy markets;
reforms designed to gradually liberalize
markets;
the appearance of open niches that were
previously occupied by the Russian
element;
projects for new pipelines, transport inter-
changes (motorways and railways) as the
shortest route from Asia to Europe;
movement towards democratization of
power in the countries of the region;

intolerance on ethnic issues;

. . internal desire to integrate into the world
high level of corruption.

community in the face of geopolitical
crisis.

ship in global organizations;
average level of bureaucratic
procedures.

Source: compiled by the authors based on Rovenskaya et al. (2018).

The EU is taking a major step in its engagement with CA countries through the launch of
the Sustainable Energy Connectivity in Central Asia (SECCA) project. SECCA is aligned with
the European Green Deal and the new EU Strategy for the region. Its main objective is to bol-
ster national policies in CA countries to promote sustainable economic development, encourage
investment, harness renewable energy resources, and improve energy efficiency in the region
(European Union’s new... 2022).

2.1. Specific features of the EU energy policy in Central Asian countries

The energy sector is one of the main vectors of cooperation between the EU and the CA co-
untries (Mantel 2015). Brussels is actively increasing the level and quality of cooperation with
the states of the region, trying to consider the specifics of each of them as much as possible.
The strengthening of cooperation is primarily due to the activities of European energy compa-
nies. The region accounts for more than 11% of all oil production (RK is the leader in crude oil
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exports) and 15% of gas production (RU and RT are the main players in natural gas production).
This factor has become crucial for companies from the USA, China, India, Russia and other
countries (for example, almost 100 million tonnes of oil were produced by European companies
from RK) (Nurdavletova and Zharmakhanova 2020). Among the most active energy companies
in the region are European ENI (Italy), British Petroleum and Shell (UK), Total (France), and the
national corporations of RK, RU, TJ, RT and KR (Dyussembekova et al. 2019). The monitoring
and control of the work of the energy companies of European countries in CA is to some extent
specific and sectoral. Thus, the main document fixing the rules and standards of relations in the
field of energy is the Energy Charter (1991). In addition, bi- and multilateral energy interaction is
regulated by the provisions of the national legislations of the states of the region and EU member
states (European Commission 2019).

2.2. The Republic of Kazakhstan

The EU — the largest trading partner of RK (the Union’s share has been over 40%, since
2020, there is a constant growth of trade turnover, Table 2), oil and gas exports account for more
than 80% of the total amount (Saitov 2020). The sphere of oil production and oil refining deve-
lopment of coal and uranium deposits is the main source of the replenishment of the budget of
RK. The supplies of raw materials to the EU countries contribute to the financial growth of RK
(Kembayev 2016). According to a group of researchers, Kaliakparova et al. (2020), Gubaidullina
(2011), RK is the third largest supplier of energy carriers to the EU. The regulatory and legal
framework of relations between Astana and Brussels is quite complete and well-developed. The
parties emphasize the significance of enhanced and effective interaction in the energy sector to
guarantee security and stability — both within the framework of bilateral cooperation and at the
international level in general (Aidarkhanova 2020).

The most complete and clear common purposes and interests in this area were outlined in the
Memorandum of understanding on cooperation in the field of energy between the EU and RK
(Memorandum of understanding... 2006), EU-CA relations in the energy sector with a special
focus on RK (Mantel 2015), in Resolution of the Government of the Republic of Kazakhstan
No. 724 “On approval of the Concept of development of the fuel and energy complex of the Re-
public of Kazakhstan for 2023-2029” (2014), in the EU4Energy (2016) and INOGATE (1995)
programm, and several agreements and resolutions on nuclear fusion, green energy and, hydro-
electric facilities, according to which, the parties commit to cooperate in the following areas
(Akhmetkali 2023):

1. Investments in strengthening energy security.

2. Modernization of energy infrastructure.

3. Increasing the level of bi- and multilateral cooperation in the energy sector.

4. Combating environmental pollution, preserving ecological balance.

5. Transition to “clean” energy sources
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TaBLE 2. Export/import growth by commodity between the EU and Kazakhstan in the period 2021-2022

TABELA 2. Wzrost eksportu/importu wedtug towaréw migdzy UE a Kazachstanem w latach 2021-2022

Cate;gecizigistrade Product 2021 = 2022
Oil USD 13 billion USD 19.2 billion (47.5%)*
Coal USD 2.8 million USD 259.2 million (93.7 times)
Ferroalloys USD 209.2 million USD 433.2 million (2.1 times)

Export to the EU Zinc 0 USD 113.8 million (2586 times)
Oil products USD 462.5 million USD 573.5 million (24%)
Uranium USD 82.3 million USD 146.5 million (77.9%)
Flax USD 80.4 million USD 144.5 million (79.8%)
Medicinal products USD 417.5 million USD 524.5 million (25.6%)
;:srt:?r E:j:sd turboprop engines. | 1oy 5 S million | USD 65.4 million (11.8 times)
Tractors and truck tractors USD 46.6 million USD 88.7 million (90.5%)

Import to RK Passenger cars USD 36.4 million USD 72.4 million (98.8%)

Vaccines, blood sera, blood USD 126.7 million USD 157.9 million (24.6%)
SA;rrsoarnza;;;m PUIPS, COMPIES™ | ySD 80.7 million USD 109.9 million (36.3%)
Computing machines USD 59.1 million USD 88 million (48.9%)

* Growth compared to the same period last year.

Source: compiled by the authors based on Soutullo and Rinaldi (2022), The European Union and Kazakhstan (2021).

In addition, the EU and RK cooperate within the framework of the International Atomic
Energy Agency, the Energy Charter, and the EU4Energy program (European Commission 2019).
In addition, the Republic is the most favorable partner for several companies from European co-
untries: ENI (Italian company — operator of the Karachagnak and Kashagan fields), Total (French
oil company — co-owner of the Dunga field) (Dyussembekova et al. 2019).

2.3. The Republic of Uzbekistan

The EU-RU relations are based on the principles outlined in the Memorandum of Under-
standing on Energy Cooperation (2011) (Dutta 2019). However, the slow development of in-
frastructure construction and huge domestic demand for energy complicates the performance
of joint tasks, especially on the part of Tashkent, which establishes serious barriers to close
cooperation between the parties. In 2018, the Uzbekistan Reconstruction and Development Fund
signed a UK-RU Memorandum of Understanding for financial incentives for energy and oil and
gas projects (Mois¢ and Sorbello 2022). A contract for the construction of a solar power plant
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in Samarkand was signed in 2020, for which the UK has committed more than USD 1 billion
(Soutullo and Rinaldi 2022). In addition, the EU and RU cooperate under the EU4Energy tech-
nology and energy program, which is designed to help countries in the region fully exploit their
energy potential and ensure energy security (Gubaidullina 2011).

2.4. The Republic of Turkmenistan

The EU and RT cooperate in the fields of energy efficiency production, transport and logistics
and energy, based on the terms of the Memorandum of Understanding on Strengthening Mutual
Cooperation in the Energy Sector (2008) (Mehta et al. 2021). Particularly close contacts were
established after the full-scale military invasion of Ukraine in February 2022: the imposition
of sanctions and the restriction of energy supplies from Russia prompted the EU to strengthen
contacts with Ashgabat, especially on the construction of the underwater Trans-Caspian pipeline
starting from the coastal areas of the country and connecting the Republic of Azerbaijan to the
Tengiz field in RK (Laljebaev et al. 2021). Energy cooperation between Brussels and Ashgabat
through programs and projects under the auspices of the EU4Energy and INOGATE initiatives
has been particularly effective in recent years.

2.5. The Kyrgyz Republic

The main areas of cooperation between the EU and KR (e.g., oil and gas exploration and
production) were outlined in the Partnership and Cooperation Agreement (1999), in particular
economic, political and energy projects. Cooperation with Tajikistan is implemented through the
Partnership and Cooperation Agreement (2009) and the EU’s New Central Asia Strategy. The ba-
sic and most significant points of cooperation are the management and utilization of hydrocarbon
resources for the exploration and expansion of the Union’s activities in the country (facilitated
through the INOGATE and EU4Energy energy projects and several bilateral agreements in the
field of logistics and energy), as these areas are among the weakest vectors of cooperation be-
tween the parties due to the weakness of the EU’s cooperation with T1J.

2.6. The Republic of Tajikistan

Cooperation between the EU and TJ is based on the Partnership and Cooperation Agreement
(PCA), which has been in force since 2010. The EU and TJ began negotiations on an Enhanced
Partnership and Cooperation Agreement (EPCA) in 2023 (Hanova 2022). The Cooperation Co-
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uncil between TJ and the EU is a main bilateral mechanism that focuses on key areas such as
trade, investment, and political cooperation. In June 2023, the EU encouraged TJ to improve the
protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms, emphasizing the importance of freedom
of expression. The EU and TJ also discussed development cooperation in April 2023 (Birkeland
et al. 2021). The EPCA will provide a platform for improved political cooperation, trade and
investment between the EU and TJ, incentivizing and supporting these areas.

2.7. Factors driving EU engagement in Central Asia’s energy sector

Cooperation is based on the Agreement on Partnership and Cooperation between the Parties
(2004) whose main vectors are, inter alia, investment, strengthening political dialogue, trade,
economic development and, primarily, energy cooperation. The new EU strategies of 2007 and
2019 renew the ties with the republics, in particular, large-scale energy projects and programs
(e.g. the construction of new energy infrastructure) are planned under the auspices of the EU-
4Energy and INOGATE initiatives (Solikhodjaeva 2014). However, the weakness of the coope-
ration remains the insufficiently strong aspirations of the local authorities for close cooperation
with representatives of European countries.

Notably, the states in the Caspian basin (primarily RK, RT and RU) fall into the zone of
increased attention of the EU. According to preliminary expert estimates, oil reserves are about
48 billion barrels and gas reserves are almost 300 trillion cubic feet (Saitov 2020). Such volumes
may well cover all the priority demands of European countries in the sphere of energy supply.
The EU has already started to act in this area: the option of connecting local sources of natural
gas to the Southern Gas Transmission Corridor (Nabucco) for Southeast and Central Europe for
the purpose of diversifying energy sources has been considered (Eshchanov et al. 2019; Amidu
et al. 2023). The planned length of the corridor was about 3,500 km, and the investment amount
was more than USD 40 billion. The system was to consist of interconnected pipelines (South Ca-
ucasus Pipeline, Trans-Anatolian Natural Gas Pipeline (TANAP), Trans Adriatic Pipeline (TAP))
running from the Caspian Sea basin through Turkey to Europe (Mehta et al. 2021). However,
due to financial disagreements, violation of some clauses of the EU legislation, and an increasing
dependence upon fossil fuels, it was decided to close the Nabucco project; instead, it was decided
to concentrate all efforts on the Trans Adriatic Pipeline to be commissioned at the end of 2020
(Radovanovic¢ et al. 2021; Trokhaniak and Gorobets 2023). Summarizing the specificities of
the political, economic and resource aspects in the CA region, especially regarding energy and
energy production, the following key factors can be identified as stimulating Brussels’ increased
activity in RK, RU and neighboring countries. In particular:

1. The constant presence of the Russian factor in the region. Until recently, Russia has been
a key partner in the region, affecting trade and economic, financial, cultural, social and political
aspects of state development in CA countries. Moscow’s monopoly in the region’s energy market
was unequivocal. However, the construction of the Trans-Caspian pipeline through TJ and RK
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to Turkey and Italy, bypassing Russia, should significantly weaken the position of this country in
the region (Gussarova and Andzans 2019).

2. The rising China factors. Through the “One Belt, One Road” initiative, Beijing is gradually
becoming one of the main economic partners of CA countries. Of particular significance is the
fact that energy agreements have been signed at various times with RK and RU for joint projects
in oil and gas production (Akmatalieva 2018; Nurdavletova and Zharmakhanova 2020). On May
19, 2023 Chinese President Xi presented an ambitious development plan for CA, according to
which Beijing expressed its willingness to coordinate development strategies with RK, KR and
other states and to promote the modernization of sectors such as law enforcement, security and
defense (Hayley 2023). Thus, China is at the forefront of the struggle for political influence in
the region, where it is opposed by the EU.

3. The widespread general instability (human rights violations, environmental and economic
problems) as a reason for the EU’s active involvement in the processes of solving the problems
of the region (Boonstra 2019). The combination of several factors (the Russian-Ukrainian war
and, as a consequence, the redistribution of spheres of influence in different areas of production)
stimulates Brussels to get involved in the actions occurring on the continent to consolidate its
influence there (Martynova and Rogacheva 2022).

The results of some studies and the conclusions of international experts (Moisé and Sor-
bello 2022; Metera 2022), suggest that EU-CA cooperation will strengthen shortly. Events
such as the consequences of the COVID-19 coronavirus pandemic, the full-scale invasion of
Ukraine, the general slowdown in economic development, and the weakening of the positions
of the main competitor countries have stimulated Brussels to take a new approach to solving
problems in different sectors (Khitakhunov 2023). The development and implementation of
updated cooperation strategies, primarily in the energy sector, indicates the increased interest
of the Union’s member states in their security and independence. The CA region in this context
looks very promising due to the large amount of oil, gas and other energy resources that the
EU needs (Alameri and Alkaabi 2020). It is foreseen that the EU will strengthen its engage-
ment in the region, trying to maximize its ability to accommodate national specifics and local
specificities. By analyzing the effectiveness of EU-CA engagement, particularly in terms of
the national policies of the states in the region, general practical recommendations are offered
for the different spheres of government involved in energy policy decision-making to improve
the level of decision-making:

1. The sphere of regulation (legislative authorities — national and regional). Authorized re-
presentatives should focus on the development and actualization of a monitoring and control
mechanism for the energy sector — both at the level of individual states and in a regional context.
Reforming the public, social and economic spheres towards liberalization and democratization.
Empowering regional authorities to seek, organize and implement joint projects in the energy
sector.

2. Sphere of public funding (Ministries of Economy, financial institutions, national banking
institutions). Grant and scholarship support for energy sector employees (as a motivational in-
centive, and as career development assistance) will contribute to the area’s rapid development.
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3. Sphere of education (Ministries of Education, Science, higher education institutions, po-
stgraduate education institutes). The introduction of more educational programs on energy ma-
nagement, energy efficiency and other related specialities. The organization of master classes,
training and round tables for energy sector employees to raise their awareness of international
competitions and projects on energy saving and energy efficiency.

4. Sphere of international relations (Ministries of Foreign Affairs, foreign representations).
The dissemination of information on the successful development of the energy sector of the
countries of the region by reporting on the satisfaction of citizens’ requests in a particular sector.
Organization and implementation of joint scientific activities (exchange of experience, mutual
visits, technological inspections).

5. Popularization of the “correct” image of the states of the region (representatives of all
involved bodies). Work of “positive” propaganda of RK and RU (wide news coverage of the re-
gion’s achievements in the sphere of provision of resources, primarily energy, needs of citizens)
and other states using active advertising and information campaigns on a comprehensive renova-
tion of all existing systems and structures to establish a comfortable environment to attract po-
tential investors, primarily in the energy sector. And then: “innovatization” and “digitalization”
of the state structure, and all spheres of functioning of the economy and development of society
(the introduction of new tools, the minimization of human intervention, computerization and the
mass distribution of the Internet will lead to qualitative changes and the improvement of foreign
policy strategies of CA countries, primarily in the energy sector).

3. Discussion

In examining the EU’s energy policy in CA and tracing the development of Brussels’ ap-
proaches and strategies for cooperation with regional countries, it is evident that this subject
has been thoroughly studied and debated. Assessing the effectiveness of national approaches
in light of their cooperative endeavors, one can reasonably conclude that there has been sub-
stantial exploration and discussion surrounding this issue. Thus, a significant contribution to
the research of this problem has been made by European specialists from countries such as
Spain, Italy, and Finland. The results of their scientific research have enriched the theoretical
and practical base of the issue examined in terms of considering the positive and negative
experience of the EU in the context of changing the main vector of attention in the CA region.
Scientists from RU, KR and neighboring states have most fully analyzed the issues of security
and stability through strengthening contacts with Brussels. Their works emphasised energy se-
curity, energy efficiency, and water security as key factors in determining independence in the
modern world, considering the real conditions at a particular moment in time. Serious results
of the scientific work of specialists from the energy, infrastructure, construction, finance and
investment spheres were the options for strengthening interaction between parties, in particu-
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lar, establishing close business contacts to diversify energy sources (EU) and finding ways to
enter the world energy markets (CA).

In this work, it has been outlined that the European part of the continent has been dominated
by industrialization and urban development in recent centuries, while in the Asian part, huge
deposits of natural resources such as gas, oil and groundwater have been accumulated and unde-
rutilized (Kalinichenko et al. 2016). This conclusion continues the assertion made by Mehta et
al. (2021) regarding the prospects of utilizing the resource potential of the CA states. The authors
explained that despite abundant domestic energy resources, energy supply in the region is very
uneven — half of the population lives in rural areas and in regions where the need to use these
resources is low, thus energy reserves remain at a consistently high level, capable of meeting the
needs of both internal and external consumers (Rubino et al. 2017).

The current positive trends in the development of relations between Brussels and the CA
countries in the political, economic, social and energy security sectors will likely continue and
strengthen in the future, albeit at different intensities for the individual countries of the region.
This statement was used in this research as a basic factor indicating the growing mutual interest
of the parties in collaborative cooperation. The research results of a group of scientists, including
Gussarova and Andzans (2019), came to similar conclusions regarding the future transformation
of CA in the context of stability and security, citing the events of military conflicts and armed
clashes in the territory of the countries of the region, which threatened their security and required
international support and accompaniment. The EU’s engagement on these issues has established
a solid foundation for cooperation with the region on other relevant issues.

The activities of transnational and international energy corporations in RK, RU and other sta-
tes are a fundamental force that promotes energy supply and transportation projects in the region,
described in this research in the context of analyzing the cooperation of European states with CA
partners (Afgan et al. 2023). The conclusions of Moise and Sorbello (2022) have a similar state-
ment: according to scientists, European enterprises that specialize, for example, in the construc-
tion of pipelines and power plants in CA, along with the development of local resource sources,
protect their mercantile interests and satisfy the demands of their state. However, experts were
convinced that, through planned actions and systematic psychological influence, representatives
of transnational corporations would shortly be able to seriously influence the domestic politics
of various countries in the region.

A well-designed cooperation agreement that considers all the specific features of the deve-
lopment and functioning of the various systems of all the signatories to this document plays
a crucial role in a clear, smooth and mutually beneficial cooperation between the parties. Such
a conclusion was drawn in this research, based on the analysis and summarization of the infor-
mation contained in the texts of bilateral and multilateral cooperation agreements between the
EU, on the one hand, and the CA states, on the other. Metera (2022) confirmed the idea that
legally regulated cooperation between different countries based on treaties is an effective way
to develop and strengthen strategic cooperation. However, the author argued that agreements in
such areas as energy and security tend to be frequently violated and defaulted, particularly by
less developed states and regions.
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The results of Astana’s cooperation with Brussels are the most successful among all the states
in CA. Since its independence in 1991, the RK has pursued a course of rapprochement with the
EU, liberalization of legislation, and democratization of the political system of the state. This
aspect, which confirms the conclusions of Dyussembekova et al. (2019), was voiced in the pre-
sented work. Experts argued that the energy sector is the most successful sphere of production
in the country and the most promising area of cooperation with the EU. However, the scientists
were sure that such problems as dynamic climate change and the increasing frequency of con-
flicts over access to water resources would significantly affect the future intentions of Brussels,
in particular, the experts predicted a decrease in the level of its aspirations for cooperation with
CA countries.

In summary, after reviewing the literature on EU-CA energy security and cooperation, it is
evident that positive trends are reshaping the way the EU interacts with CA nations. These chan-
ges are influenced by growing concerns about the independence and autonomy of international
actors on the continent amidst various conflict risks. Against the background of changes in the
EU’s approaches to the essence of understanding the role and place of the region as an inde-
pendent unit and its states — independent players in the international arena — the existing forms
and scenarios of the Union’s interaction with the CA countries are being transformed. Thus, the
growing influence of neighboring states, mainly China, on the political and economic situation
in TJ, KR and other states establishes real competition in the energy market in the context of EU
energy security. European and CA experts suggests that cooperation in the energy sector requires
collaboration between the international community, regional organizations and national bodies
from both regions to ensure security and prosperity for all involved parties.

Conclusions

In the process of research on the energy policy of the European Union in Central Asia, the
specific features of bi- and multilateral cooperation of Brussels with the region and other states,
in particular in the field of energy efficiency, energy supply and energy security, have been explo-
red. The main trends and prospects of cooperation between the parties have been analyzed. It was
found that different approaches, opinions and assessments of the role and prospects of the CA
states in the strategic programs and plans of European countries varied depending on historical
circumstances and conditions; as early as the turn of the twentieth and twenty-first centuries,
Brussels considered CA as a single entity in the international arena, which still had close ties
with the former Soviet republics. China’s increasing influence in CA states, diminishing ties with
Russia in countries like RK and KR, and ongoing conflicts over resources and ethnic and religio-
us factors are key concerns in the region where the EU could play a beneficial role.

The CA region’s primary advantage lies in its abundant reserves of natural resources, such as
oil, gas and uranium. These resources play a pivotal role in the export-import policies of coun-
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tries like RK, particularly in their trade relations with the EU. To elevate cooperation between the
EU and CA countries in the energy sector, it is essential to enhance regional legislation, establish
joint scientific and educational initiatives with European partners, and foster the exchange of
practical experience and valuable skills in energy security.

This work presents practical recommendations to enhance cooperation between the EU and
CA countries in the energy sector. It analyses and assesses the quality of both bilateral and
multilateral cooperation against the backdrop of changing security dynamics in the region. To
expand the knowledge base and provide more practical recommendations to various authorities,
including regional and international bodies and for further research on this topic, it is important
to continue analyzing the EU’s energy policy in relation to plans for infrastructure development
in CA states.

References

AFGAN et al. 2023 — AFGAN, 1., KAHIL, Y., BENHAMADOUCHE, S., ALIL, M., ALKAABI, A., SOFIANE BERROUK,
A. and SaGaur, P. 2023. Cross flow over two heated cylinders in tandem arrangements at subcritical
Reynolds number using large eddy simulations. International Journal of Heat and Fluid Flow 100,
DOI: 10.1016/j.ijheatfluidflow.2023.109115.

AIDARKHANOVA, E. 2020. The importance of energy cooperation between Kazakhstan and Russia within
the framework of the Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU). Journal of History 97(2), pp. 102-108, DOI:
10.26577/JH.2020.v97.i2.11.

AKHMETKALL A. 2023. Kazakhstan-EU cooperation developing in all directions. [Online] https://astana-
times.com/2023/03/kazakhstan-eu-cooperation-developing-in-all-directions/ [Accessed: 2023-07-25].

AKMATALIEVA, A.M. 2018. One Belt, One Road” initiative in Central Asia. Comparative Politics Russia
9(4), pp. 139-146.

AvLAMERI, S.A. and ALKkAABIL, A.K. 2020. Fundamentals of nuclear reactors. Nuclear Reactor Technology
Development and Utilization, pp. 27-60, DOI: 10.1016/B978-0-12-818483-7.00001-9.

AMIDU et al. 2023 — AmipuU, M.A., AL, M., ALKAABIL, A.K. and ApDAD, Y. 2023. A critical assessment of
nanoparticles enhanced phase change materials (NePCMs) for latent heat energy storage applications.
Scientific Reports 13(1), 7829, DOI: 10.1038/s41598-023-34907-0.

Baizakova, K.I. 2013. The Republic of Kazakhstan and the European Union: Regional security coope-
ration. International Relations and International Law Journal 2(62), pp. 55-61, DOI: 10.1016/j.sb-
spro.2013.06.476.

BIRKELAND et al. 2021 — BIRKELAND, T., GANZLE, S. and TORJESEN, S. 2021. The making of a European
Union strategy for Central Asia: Towards ‘normalization’ in foreign policy? European Foreign Affairs
Review 26(3), pp. 377-396, DOI: 10.54648/EERR2021033.

BOONSTRA, J. 2019. 4 new EU-Central Asia Strategy: Deepening relationships and generating long-lasting
impact. [Online] https://eucentralasia.eu/a-new-eu-central-asia-strategy-deepening-relationships-and-
generating-long-lasting-impact/ [Accessed: 2023-07-25].

DUTTA, A. 2019. Energy dynamics in EU-Central Asia relations: A review. Indian Council of World Affairs.
[Online] https://www.icwa.in/show_content.php?lang=1&level=3&ls_id=4781&1id=2389 [Accessed:
2023-07-25].

DyUSSEMBEKOVA et al. 2019 — DYUSSEMBEKOVA, G., BAYANDINA, G., ZAKIROVA, D., SARTOVA, R. and KAL-
MENOVA, M. 2019. The electric energy sector of Kazakhstan: State and vision for the country taking

153


http://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijheatfluidflow.2023.109115
http://doi.org/10.26577/JH.2020.v97.i2.11
http://doi.org/10.1016/B978-0-12-818483-7.00001-9
http://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-023-34907-0
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.sbspro.2013.06.476
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.sbspro.2013.06.476
http://doi.org/10.54648/EERR2021033

into account the international trends. International Journal of Energy Economics and Policy 9(3), pp.
179-186, DOI: 10.32479/ijeep.7741.

EsHcHANOV et al. 2019 — EsHCHANOV, B., ABYLKASYMOVA, A., AMINJONOV, F., MOLDOKANOV, D., OVER-
LAND, [. and VAKULCHUK, R. 2019. Renewable energy policies of the Central Asian countries. Central
Asia Regional Data Review 16, pp. 1-4.

European Commission 2019. Joint communication to the European Parliament and the Council. The EU
and Central Asia: New opportunities for a stronger partnership. [Online] https://www.eeas.europa.eu/si-
tes/default/files/joint_communication - the eu and central asia - new_opportunities for a stron-
ger_partnership.pdf [Accessed: 2023-07-25].

European Union’s new project to boost sustainable energy in Central Asia 2022. [Online] https://www.
eeas.europa.eu/delegations/kazakhstan/european-union%E2%80%99s-new-project-boost-sustainable
-energy-central-asia_en?s=222 [Accessed: 2023-07-25].

FIGUEROA-GARCIA, A.M. and GELVEZ-RuUBIO, T. 2022. Political configuration and geostrategy: An analy-
sis of the global context influence in Central Asia. Oasis 36, pp. 109-134, DOI: 10.18601/16577558.
n36.08.

GUBAIDULLINA, M. 2011. Priorities and prospects for cooperation between the European Union and Ka-
zakhstan: A critical aspect. International Relations and International Law Journal 53(3—4), pp. 36-42.

GUSSAROVA, A. and ANDZANS, M. 2019. Central Asia in 2030: SEnECA forecasts for the region and the
role of the European Union. SEnECA — Policy Paper 13, pp. 1-18, DOI: 10.17185/duepublico/48711.

Hanowa, S. 2022. The interplay of narratives on regionness, regionhood and regionality: European Union
and Central Asia. Central Asian Survey 41(4), pp. 699-714, DOI: 10.1080/02634937.2022.2117134.

HAYLEY, A. 2023. China s Xi unveils grand development plan for Central Asia. [Online] https://www.reu-
ters.com/world/asia-pacific/chinas-xi-calls-stable-secure-central-asia-2023-05-19/ [Accessed: 2023-
07-25].

ISMAYIL-ZADA, M. 2022. Analysis of the Possibilities of Calculating Energy Needs Using Methods of
Economic Theory. Review of Economics and Finance 20, pp. 1125-1133, DOI: 10.55365/1923.
x2022.20.126.

JAFALIAN, A. 2019. Globalization through oil and gas: Central Asia’s predicament. Tla-melaua 13(47), pp.
369-392.

KALIAKPAROVA et al. 2020 — KALIAKPAROVA, G.S., GRIDNEVA, Y.E., ASSANOVA, S.S., SAURANBAY, S.B. and
SAPARBAYEV, A.D. 2020. International economic cooperation of Central Asian countries on energy ef-
ficiency and use of renewable energy sources. International Journal of Energy Economics and Policy
10(5), pp. 539-545, DOI: 10.32479/ijeep.9962.

KALINICHENKO et al. 2016 — KALINICHENKO, A., HAVRYSH, V. and PEREBYYNIS, V. 2016. Evaluation of bio-
gas production and usage potential. Ecological Chemistry and Engineering S 23(3), pp. 387400, DOI:
10.1515/eces-2016-0027.

KEMBAYEY, Z. 2016. Partnership between the European Union and the Republic of Kazakhstan: Problems
and perspectives. European Foreign Affairs Review 21(2), pp. 185-203, DOI: 10.54648/eerr2016013.

KHitakHUNOV, A. 2023. New phase of the European Union — Central Asia cooperation: Temporary or stra-
tegic rapprochement? Eurasian Research Journal 5(1), pp. 26—42, DOI: 10.53277/2519-2442-2023.1-
02.

KizekovA, A. 2019. The European Union in Central Asia: Balancing competing actors and opportunities
Jfor the V4 countries. [Online] https://www.iir.cz/the-european-union-in-central-asia-balancing-compe-
ting-actors-and-opportunities-for-the-v4-countries [Accessed: 2023-07-25].

KorzHYK et al. 2017 — KorzHYK, V.N., KULAK, L.D., SHEVCHENKO, V.E., KvasNITSKIY, V.V., KUZMENKO,
N.N., Ly, X., Cal, Y.X., WANG, L., Xig, H.W. and Zou, L.M. 2017. New equipment for production of
super hard spherical tungsten carbide and other high-melting compounds using the method of plasma
atomization of rotating billet. Materials Science Forum 898 MSF, pp. 1485-1497.

154


http://doi.org/10.32479/ijeep.7741
http://doi.org/10.18601/16577558.n36.08
http://doi.org/10.18601/16577558.n36.08
http://doi.org/10.17185/duepublico/48711
http://doi.org/10.1080/02634937.2022.2117134
http://doi.org/10.55365/1923.x2022.20.126
http://doi.org/10.55365/1923.x2022.20.126
http://doi.org/10.32479/ijeep.9962
http://doi.org/10.54648/eerr2016013
http://doi.org/10.53277/2519-2442-2023.1-02
http://doi.org/10.53277/2519-2442-2023.1-02

LALJEBAEV et al. 2021 — LALIEBAEY, M., IsaEy, R. and SAukHIMOV, A. 2022. Renewable energy sources
in Central Asia: An overview of potentials, deployment, outlook, and barriers. Energy Reports 7, pp.
3125-3136, DOI: 10.1016/j.egyr.2021.05.014.

MANTEL, R. 2015. EU-Central Asia relations in the energy sector with a special focus on Kazakhstan. L 'Eu-
rope en Formation 375(1), pp. 55-71, DOI: 10.3917/eufor.375.0055.

MARTYNOVA, K. and ROGACHEvA, O. 2022. Thermal conductivity of solid solutions of Bi2(Tel-xSex)3
(x = 0-0.07). Scientific Herald of Uzhhorod University. Series “Physics” (52), pp. 9-15, DOI:
10.54919/2415-8038.2022.52.9-15.

MEHTA et al. 2021 — MEHTA, K., EHRENWIRTH, M., TRINKL, C., ZORNER, W., and GREENOUGH, R. 2021.
The energy situation in Central Asia: A comprehensive energy review focusing on rural areas. Energies
14(10), DOTI: 10.3390/en14102805.

Memorandum of understanding on cooperation in the field of energy between the European Union and the
Republic of Kazakhstan 2006. [Online] https://www.eeas.europa.eu/sites/default/files/memorandum
of understanding_on_co-operation_in_the field of energy between_the european union and the
republic_of kazakhstan en.pdf [Accessed: 2023-07-25].

METERA, E. 2022. Partnership and cooperation agreements and the European Union’s energy security in the
context of Central Asia. Przeglqd Europejski 1, pp. 87-99, DOI: 10.31338/1641-2478pe.1.22.6.

Moist, G. and SorBeLLO, P. 2022. The EU and European transnational companies in Central
Asia: Relocating agency in the energy sector. Central Asian Survey 41(4), pp. 770-787, DOI:
10.1080/02634937.2022.2049590.

MOVKEBAEVA, G. and KURGANBAEVA, A. 2015. Energy policy of the European Union in Central Asia. Inter-
national Relations and International Law Journal 2(70), pp. 123-126.

NURDAVLETOVA, S.M. and ZHARMAKHANOVA, Zh.1. 2020. Analysis of the activities of European oil and gas
in Central Asia. Society and Security Insights 3(4), pp. 32-39.

PARFINENKO, A. 2022. Central Asia as a geo-strategic region in modern geopolitical confrontation. Jour-
nal of V.N. Karazin Kharkiv National University. Series: International Relations. Economics. Country
Studies. Tourism 15, pp. 24-36, DOI: 10.26565/2310-9513-2022-15-03.

RADOVANOVIC et al. 2021 — RapovaNovi¢, M., FILIPoviIC, S. and PANIC, A. 2021. Sustainable energy tran-
sition in Central Asia: Status and challenges. Energy, Sustainability and Society 11, 49, DOI: 10.1186/
s13705-021-00324-2.

Resolution of the Government of the Republic of Kazakhstan No. 724 “On approval of the Concept of
development of the fuel and energy complex of the Republic of Kazakhstan for 2023-2029”. 2014.
[Online] https://adilet.zan kz/rus/docs/P1400000724 [Accessed: 2023-07-25].

RODRIGUEZ et al. 2022 — RODRIGUEZ, M., CORTA, E.V. and BRUZZONE, S. 2022. Central Asia: Political risk
report. [Online] https://www.unav.edu/documents/16800098/17755721/CentralAsia PRR 2022-Dic
SBruzzone-MRodr%C3%ADguez-EVillaCorta.pdf [Accessed: 2023-07-25].

RoVENSKAYA et al. 2018 — ROVENSKAYA, E., STEPANOVA, A., KOMENDANTOVA, N., STRELKOVSKII, N., S1ZOV,
S., KARABASHOV, N., ATAKANOV, N., CHEKIRBAEV, U., ZHEENALIEV, Z. and RODRIGUEZ, F. 2018. Industri-
al development of Kyrgyzstan: Trade opportunities, export potential and the role of economic integra-
tion processes. Laxenburg: International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis Report.

RuBmNoO et al. 2017 — RuBiNo, L., RuBINO, G., MARINO, P. and D1 Noia, L.P. 2017. Smart solid state cir-
cuit breaker for photo voltaic power plants. International Review of Electrical Engineering 12(5), pp.
409-423, DOI: 10.15866/iree.v12i5.13982.

SAHIN, C. 2015. The EU and Central Asia: Regional dialogue for enhancing energy security. [In:] Interna-
tional Symposium on Eurasia Energy Issues, pp. 96—106. Izmir: Izmir Katip Celebi University.

Sartov, E.B. 2020. Renewable energy development in Uzbekistan: Current status, problems and solutions.
E3S Web of Conferences 216, DOI: 10.1051/e3sconf/202021601134.

155


http://doi.org/10.1016/j.egyr.2021.05.014
http://doi.org/10.3917/eufor.375.0055
http://doi.org/10.54919/2415-8038.2022.52.9-15
http://doi.org/10.3390/en14102805
http://doi.org/10.31338/1641-2478pe.1.22.6
http://doi.org/10.1080/02634937.2022.2049590
http://doi.org/10.1186/s13705-021-00324-2
http://doi.org/10.1186/s13705-021-00324-2
http://doi.org/10.15866/iree.v12i5.13982
http://doi.org/10.1051/e3sconf/202021601134

SARGSYAN et al. 2023 — SARGSYAN, G., GUKASYAN, P., SARGSYAN, H. and POVEDA, R. 2023. Diffusion flames
and a semi-empirical method for estimating the distribution of hydrogen molecules in propane flames.
Scientific Herald of Uzhhorod University. Series “Physics” (53), pp. 42-52, DOI: 10.54919/phys-
ics/53.2023.42.

SOLIKHODJAEVA, S. 2014. On collaboration between Tajikistan and European Union. Scientific Notes of
Khujand State University named after Academician B. Gafurov. Series: Humanities and Social Sciences
2(39), pp. 162-171.

SoutuLLo, J. and RINALDI, N. 2022. Central Asia. [Online] https://www.europarl.europa.cu/factsheets/en/
sheet/178/central-asia [ Accessed: 2023-07-25].

The European Union and Kazakhstan 2021. [Online] https://www.eeas.europa.eu/kazakhstan/europe-
an-union-and-kazakhstan_en [Accessed: 2023-07-25].

TROKHANIAK, V. and GOROBETS, V. 2023. Heat transfer and gas dynamics numerical modelling of com-
pact pipe bundles of new design. Machinery & Energetics 14(3), pp. 79-89, DOI: 10.31548/machin-
ery/3.2023.79.

ZHANBULATOVA, R. 2018. EU energy diplomacy in Central Asia on the example of cooperation between
France and Kazakhstan. Concorde 5, pp. 66—72.

Zhansaule ZHARMAKHANOVA, Saniya NURDAVLETOVA, Ainur ISSAYEVA, Gulsum KENZHALINA,
Altynay ZHURASOVA

Polityka energetyczna UE w Azji Srodkowej

Streszczenie

Wystarczajace krajowe zasoby kopalne i niezalezny system zaopatrzenia w wode sa niezbgdnymi ele-
mentami struktury bezpieczenstwa kazdego panstwa. Niezalezno$¢ energetyczna, jako czynnik determi-
nujacy samowystarczalnos$¢, jest obecnie podstawowa okoliczno$cia dla krajow lub regionéw pragnacych
rozwija¢ si¢ niezaleznie i swobodnie. Celem niniejszego artykutu jest identyfikacja specyfiki europejskiej
strategii energetycznej w regionie Azji Centralnej poprzez uwzglednienie podstawowych obszaréw wspot-
pracy pomiedzy stronami w tym sektorze gospodarki. Niniejsza praca badawcza zostata przygotowana
gldwnie przy uzyciu nastepujacych metod: historycznej, statystycznej, prognostycznej, syntezy, porowna-
nia i analizy systemowej. Badanie zagl¢bia si¢ w zawila dynamike dziatan polityki zagranicznej czlonkow
Unii Europejskiej w zakresie surowcoOw energetycznych, szczegolnie w kontekscie historycznym. Anali-
zujgc wspdlprace miedzy Brukselg a krajami Azji Srodkowej, wskazano zaréwno pozytywne, jak i nega-
tywne aspekty tego sojuszu w dziedzinie energii. Szczegdlng uwage poswiecono relacjom mi¢dzy Unig
a Republika Kazachstanu, podkreslajac ich rolg w szerszych ramach bezpieczenstwa regionu i kontynen-
tu. Studium oferuje praktyczne zalecenia dotyczace wzmocnienia panstwowych strategii energetycznych
i wspierania produktywnych dwustronnych i wielostronnych partnerstw energetycznych. Wyniki i wnioski
z przedstawionej pracy moga by¢ wykorzystane jako podstawa do opracowania praktycznych zalecen do-
tyczacych ustanowienia i ulepszenia strategii energetycznych panstw oraz planowania dwustronnej i wie-
lostronnej wzajemnie korzystnej wspotpracy w sektorze energetycznym.

Srowa KLUCZOWE: system bezpieczenstwa, strategia, infrastruktura, rurociag, inwestycje
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