
L inguistica Si lesiana 28, 2007 

ISSN 0208-4228 

KATARZYNA KASPRZYK 

University of Silesia 
Katowice 

ON APPOSITION IN POLISH 

This paper aims at sketching a theoretical framework permitting a more satisfactory 
approach to the controversial notion of loose, or nonrestrictive. apposition in Polish. 
The solutions which it proposes have been arrived at on the basis of the corpus from 
the Polish edition of !" #$#" "%magazine.' The appositive constructions have been 
characterized by the criteria for apposition usually assumed in the previous studies 
on apposition. 

1. Introduction 

While there appears to be little agreement as to how apposition should be de­ 
fined and whether a number of different constructions are or are not appositive, gram­ 
marians do not usually question the appositive status of such a construction as: 

! "#$%&'( ) *' + , - . / 01*- %12&"$%$" 31/4+5$6"$3"$*$%&- )6545- &+- "*' 2 #&' () * + , +
- . /$%01+%! +2. (" . , , + 2. (0 - /3#&4 (23:92)2 

In the opinion of some grammarians, such as Fries ( 1952: 187) and Francis 
( I 958:30 I) the construction is made of two juxtaposed N Ps which are coreferential. 

Other linguists such as Hockett ( 1955), Sopher ( 1971) and Burton-Roberts ( 1975) 
state that the two constituents are noncoordinated, therefore each constituent can 
independently perform the same function and express the same meaning. Sopher 
( 1971 :40 I) shows why apposition as a grammatical category is different from coordi­ 
nation and subordination. By adopting his words the role played by the second unit in 
apposition 35", "52. ($%/"15"25"6" , 3+71/ $/+3%+56&can be analysed: 

1 ! "#$#""%8. ($%+ 23/2005, 25/2005, 26/2005, 27/2005,29/2005, 31/2005, 32/2005, 47/2005, 
48/2005, 49/2005 
9 The first number refers to a volume, the second number refers to the page of a volume 
reference. 
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On a syntactical level, 
(the second unit] is not coordinate since there is no coordinating conjunction, nor can 
there be, for then ! "#$%&' %() *+, - . / 01)- %1 and &"$%$" 21/3+4$5"$2"$)$%&- (5434- &+-" )*
would constitute a double subject requiring a plural verb. It is not subordinate since it 
is structurall y independent and can itself function as the subject of the sentence. The 
two noun groups, ! "#$%&*%()*+, - . / 01)- %1 and &"$%$" 21/3+4$5"$2"$)$%&- (5434- &+- 6
")*7 are therefore syntacticall y equivalent: either may function as the subject of the 
verb 8*#/9: - ;

On a notional level, 
[the second unit] is not coordinate, since ! "#$%&*<()*+ , - . / 01)- %1 and &"$%$"21/3+4$5
"$2"$)$%&- (5434- &+- ")* have a single referent (they refer to one and the same person). 
It is not subordinate, since ! "#$%&*%()* + , - . / 01)- %1 and &"$%$" 21/3+4$5"$2"$)$%&- 6
(5434- &+- ")* are interchangeable and we may, without change of meaning, rewrite the 
sentence: 

Trener polskiej reprezentacji siatkarzy, Argentynczyk Raul Lozano, 8*#/9: -
%- =143+.5-+>-21/$1%%- 21/. =4&8*;

! "#$%&*%()*+ , - . / 01)- %1 and &"$%$" 21/3+4$5"$2"$)$%&- (5434- &+- ")* are there­ 
fore notionall y equivalent, that is, of equal rank, 

Similarly, Quirk $&- /; ? 1985: 1302) indicate three distinguishing characteristics 
of elements in apposition. These three statements set up a test of the identical func­ 
tion of the noun phrases in apposition: 

a) each appositive can be individually omitted and the resultant sentences are 
acceptable, 

b) cach appositive fulfi ls the same syntactic function in the resultant sentences, 
c) there is no diff erence between the original sentence and either of the resultant 

sentences in extralinguistic reference, the reference of the resultant sentences 
is the same, they are corcferential. 

Apposition fulfi ll ing these three conditions is termed by Quirk $&- /; (I 985: I 302) 
"full apposition". On the contrary, apposition not fulfi ll ing these three conditions is 
termed "partial apposition". 

Further on, Meyer ( I 992: I O) argues that apposition is a gradable grammatical 
relation in the sense that "some appositions arc full y appositional" while "other appo­ 
sitions behave in a manner that places them on a gradient between apposition and 
other grammatical relations". He proposes a similar set of criteria to determine the 
amount of interdependency between units in apposition and distinguishes, respec­ 
tively, "central" and "peripheral apposition" (p. 4 I). 

The construction that initiated our discussion is an example of full or central 
apposition. The units of the apposition are coreferential and therefore semanticall y 
identical. Additionall y, the units are syntactically interdependent, satisfying all of the 
syntactic criteria for apposition proposed by Quirk el - /;

Argentyti cryk: Raul Lozano, trener polskiej reprezentacji siatkarzy, 8*#/9: - %-
=143+. 5- + >- 21/$1%%- 21/. =4&8*;
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! "#$#" %&'() *#+"#%"#,#$-. /+* (*. -) . ",0 ! "#$%&' ( ' ) *+, - . /' $01 ' 2*$0* ( ( ' 2*$.
) +3! "
1 "2#$-0$/ ,0) 3 . 4' 5&,. $& ! "#$%&' ( ' ) * +, - . /' - 1 ' 2*$0* ( ( ' 2*$. ) +3! "4
! "#$#" %&'() *#+"#%"#,#$-. /+* (*. -) . ",06 1 "2#$-0$/ ,0) 3 . 4' 5&, . $&6 ! "#$%&'
( ' ) * +, - . /' $01 ' 2*$0* ( ( ' 2*$. ) +3! "4

+ , - . / 01 ,11/ 2341 -4. 5.-315#6. 3#7/ 78. 997,#3#7/ . , : 5.; ; . 3#- . < 51<. 3#7/ #, 0. ,1= 7/
341 / 73#7/ , 78,>/ 3. -3#- . / = ,1; . / 3#- 1?@#A. <1/ -1B

' / . ==#3#7/ 37 341,1 . 9957. -41,2 #3 #, . , ,@; 1= 0> " 75C77= DEFGHIJKFL 34. 3 #/
,97M1/ <. / : @. : 1 N341 . 997,#3#A1 #, #/ =#- . 31= 0> . / #/ 37/ . 3#7/ 9. @,1B ' / C5#3#/ : 2341,1
9. @,1, . 51 ,#: / . <1= 75=#/ . 5#<> 0> . -7; ; . 2 . =. ,4275. -7<7/ N2341518751 341 951,1/ -1
789. @,1, 75-7; ; . , #/ C5#3#/ : #, 1, ,1/ 3#. < 37 . 997,#3#7/ B %#, . 5M7C. DEFOHI EPQL 1; R
94. ,#61, 34. 3341 -4. 5.-315#,3#- 81. 3@51 78341 @/ #3, #/ . 997,#3#7/ #, 341#5875; . < #/ =1R
91/ =1/ -12 / . ; 1<> S; 13. S51<. 3#7/ 013C11/ 341 @/ #3,B ( 41 #/ =191/ =1/ -1 - . / . <,7 01
,#: / . <1= 0> C5#3#/ : #/ #3. <#- ,2@,#/ : ?@73. 3#7/ ; . 5M, 751T951, ,#7/ , ,@-4 . , 2*&3"3. 506 7
3' - 8! ' ( " 7 3* /0,34

+ <7/ : ,#=1 341,1 81. 3@51, ; 1/ 3#7/ 1=2 875 &79415 DEFQE IHEJL N. -5@-#. < -5#315#7/
875 . 997,#3#7/ #, 341 951,1/ -12 . -3@. < 75 9731/ 3#. <2 78. / . 997,#3#7/ ; . 5M15NB &#; #R
<. 5<>2 U@537/ VW70153, DEFQGIHEHL . =; #3, . , . 997,#3#7/ , 7/ <> 347,1 -7/ ,35@-3#7/ , 34. 3
- . / 01 <#/ M1= 0> . ; . 5M1578. 997,#3#7/ B '3#, 97, ,#0<1 37 #/ ,153. ; . 5M15#8. 997,#3#7/
,@-4 . , 98"$+7 6 +' ( * ! +9+07 3* 8( ' 98"7 13-2 #/ 37 341 #<<@,35.3#A1 -7/ ,35@-3#7/ I

1 "2#$-07/ ,0) 3 . 4' 5&, . $&6/ ,0' * -"#$#" %&'() *#+"#%"#,#$-. /+*(*. -) . ",06 ! "#$%&'
( ' ) * +, - . /' - 1 ' 2*$0* ( ( ' 2*$. ) +3! "4

X 7517A152 #/ %7<#,42 341 <. / : @. : 1 C#34 / 7; #/ . < - . ,1 #/ 8<1-3#7/ 2 A. 5#7@, %7<#,4
. @3475,2 ,@-4 . , Y7=Z7C,M# DEFQKIOKL2 ( 797<#[ ,M. DEFOHIPHPL2 ) . 07-4. DEFFKL2 . <,7
341 . @3475, 78: 5* ! ( +- 30;6 +( *$*#++/<8" - *8( ' ! 980/ = ' FKOIHL . / = >( 9" - $*20&+'/ <8"?
- *8( ' ! ,3! ' *#@$( 0#* =EFFFIGE L270,15A1 34. 3341 3C7 / 7@/ 945.,1, #/ . 997,#3#7/ . ,
#/ 341 #<<@,35.3#A1 1T. ; 9<1 . : 511 0734 #/ / @; 015 . / = #/ - . ,1B

* 7C1A152 341 1T. ; 9<1 =#, -@,,1= #/ 34#, ,1-3#7/ #, ,#; 9<#,3#- . / = #/ 31/ =1= 37 01
#<<@,35.3#A1 7/ <>B +<< 341 <#/ : @#,3#- -4. 5.-315#,3#- , 78341 @/ #3, #/ . 997,#3#7/ #/ 341
1T. ; 9<1 . 51 / 73. 99<#- . 0<1 37 . / @; 0157873415-7/ ,35@-3#7/ ,2,#/ -1 341 9570<1; C#34
341 / 73#7/ 78. 997,#3#7/ #, 34. 3341 ,35.31: > 7851<. 3#/ : . <<341 81. 3@51, 37 73415,#; #<. 5
-7/ ,35@-3#7/ , #, / 73,7 1. ,>B ( 7 @/ -7A15341 -4. 5.-315#,3#- , 34. 3. -3@. <<> =18#/ 1 . 997R
,#3#7/ #/ %7<#,42 C1 / 11= 37 . / . <>,1 . ; @-4 <. 5: 15 / @; 015 781T. ; 9<1, 3. M1/ 857;
1 0!, ! 00- A*$, - ' ; . : . 6#/ 1B

2. Syntactic character istics of apposition 

2.1. The syntactic form of units in apposition 

+--75=#/ : 37 7/ 1 78341 851?@1/ 3<> -#31= : 5.; ; . 3#- . < -5#315#. 875. 997,#3#7/ 2 341
1<1; 1/ 3, #/ . 997,#3#7/ ,47@<= 01 -. 9. 0<1 784. A#/ : 341 ,. ; 1 ,>/ 3. -3#- 8@/ -3#7/ C#34
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respect to the same other elements in the sentence. Most definitions limit the concept 
of apposition to nouns, i.e., two nouns joined by their referring to the same thing with 
no preposition or conjunction joining them. Both Fries ( 1952: 187) and Francis ( 1958: 
301) restrict the notion of apposition to coreferential noun phrases, conversely, other 
1 inguists expand the category of apposition considering other constructions apposi­ 
tional. 

Some grammarians claim that appositives and their antecedents may be defined 
beyond this narrow scope, in that appositives can comprise other parts of speech 
beyond nouns and pronouns. Following Quirk ! " #$% &I 985) and Meyer (1992) who 
provide a theoretically sound description of the important syntactic form and function 
of apposition, appositive constructions in Polish have been analysed. 

Elements in apposition belonging to the same syntactic class are described by 
Quirk ! " #$%&1985: 1303) as "strict apposition". On the other hand, elements in appo­ 
sition from different syntactic classes are termed as "weak apposition". 

! "#$%&' ( ) * +, "$#-. / ) -) &,0". ' ( )*! +, - .! / ( +( ' 0*( +12 3.! +4 )' 056( 7#, ' 0( 8
90#: ( 7 !; 3#: ' #- ..%(23: 12) (strict apposition: two noun phrases) 

<( : 503. - ! 07( 7! ' 0*! )=,#;> )( 6.! ! ?: #.$! 7 ' ( )"#/ . ' #* -)1-2#0%3' "04& 5,* 67
,+%' 89" 8: #; "82' ( 8: &1-%&"%9<8(8: ) -=%' "2; & ,+%' 2&">0,2%' #9=) +) &) ?8"@
(27:56) (weak apposition: the noun phrase and the clause) 

Following Quirk ! " #$% &I 985) and Meyer ( I 992) among the nominal apposition we 
can differentiate: 

a proper noun fol lowed or preceded by a noun phrase: 
@$! - .! *: .! - .( - ( : 1 "( A)#: ( B/ .C 7 ' #' .! 0#/ D 7/ .>A;! )" A%-) ,B%&#; C) 0) B)&7
,0"; . =%' =,+#-#; ; %D"" 1-* ,20) &,0"#9@(23: 17) 

E#;7#A- .!;)*> * - ./ D;! )" E-#' %& F #-) ' "#. $) ,0) ' %G# 2%8: ) &%' ( ,+%-) H(+' (
%; D"+#%+-. 3"( 0=)"#- ( 7 . - #"10#$- > . #"0#3/=;- > )/ ! - ! 0.F+$# ( ' ! 0(7=/ D' 0*! +)"#8
7 .! - %(27:86) 

common nouns: 
G( ( 7( / "8: 1-%8( 5,* -) &# )1"* ; 5*9,#)*#;> ).F ' ( )0! +-./ =2 3"50*= ( ++#+*>
' 5,' 0( +13" +( $#6( 0#"( 0.1: %(32:40) 

one unit consists of a common noun preceded by a cardinal number or a quantifier: 
E# H$( 0=+*.! 2 9+*.! 7 : #0/1 *#65;/=' ! +( I.$! *97#,/ .$.. *#: ( 0+( 7#$. $&"# $2"#&7
82( ' 0" 5 I 5G#+' "< A#, , "8> J* ' ,D) -$ " GB5K#+'"%C%-> J* ' $# 5*# 7=3( 0*=)"#- .!
)! 3)1#$- ! +*.! / 3# 90( *. +( A=7( / .! %(27:20) 

one or both noun phrases can be such phrases as a number, a measurement, a date 
or an abbreviation: 
J .: ( ' "#&"#G0"#9G"826( : .! )*3#- /K7 ?LI M+( , "<8# 5L)$#- +.# ( + ' ( - #+ LM $#"
' 0#/ 1;! - #+' ( *6=/ .! : ).F 7.*! 01- 31 7=)' =+( 0)*= . 7.3.- 957%(27:34) 

<.! 01- ! 3' ( $)3.! ;N.O#- "0(' . . )"=' ! - +.#$- !; 7="=/ *# N)G,0) 5E; #-( 0%' ,0%D*' $%8O%
F ) G' ) ?8" PNEQF R@(23:30) 
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the fi rst unit can be a pronoun followed by a noun phrase: 
! " #$%$&' () * +) ! " # $%&' () *&+, $# - &%&. - ! /&- &0 , - . / .01 (23: 17) 

a noun phrase in apposition with a subordinate clause: 
1&- $# 2, 2)3 . ! 4567&3 4/+/84+5, 9 ! 2" & " & %5, ., 4: ! 4! ; <%#stat / .0 23' &' / ku/111- 

#-4' - 5$64./7- /5.81 (23: I 05) 

an interrogative sentence in apposition with a noun phrase: 
9 .5 2$.4&) :- * +) ; ' 5<)#$%-2 =' ; " ' &.. " - 3.7%5$&%5< $' 2' (8 =' &262' 7- ; 4&- ' &=
9 , " $&." , : ) $&" 5, >?&- 54/- 5, ., $% 4/&*5, +@! %&4/A (23 :23) 

And among the non-nominal apposition we can distinguish: 

adjective phrases: 
>)/3. w 7#$%: 4.' $2=- 4)( #)/7' ?#' 5(. 4 =' #5.)() /7=' 4.- #* 7- 7%3=- " &?., : 4/) # &4$'&=
+@&" 4- 50 (23:57) 

adverb phrases: 
@3'/ 5.4 .) A( ! ; ' / , 0 B! 4- ! " &., 0 (29:98) 

predicative phrases: 
9!B /&- %, 4$5! " ! %&C&: ! $, 9 $! / ., +, " 5,D%)$- " 8C& " &' E4/ , " 5& 5" $, ' , 4<%4- &' ; E
: !" 4$%& i $&?, 9 " 5+) : &"4$%! %,?0 (23: 11) 

verb phrases: 
F'/ , $'%&C# %)$' %&C# - 2 5$7)#)5< 3'7()/7" ' /7- #); 1 (23:87) 

prepositional phrases: 
C3) " &G%5, +5,D% H5, .- 5,?I ' )$&" 55# J KL +/) M/' &, .E D2$.' D' (8 7%/.E5)F?&2?/$%
6)&7?#) 5' " .7' 3/" )5(' 3.$?(85%5< / .0 4 F.&' &/ - 4 ' &.? 4%&' 3' $5$- /5.1 (27:37) 

declarative sentences/clauses: 
N' 7&" 5/ ! %&.5, %&" 7, .5/&+?8 E.5+/ " 6 D' ! / ( &%&.5E.! $- 5# " &9 &%5&.5( ! : ' /)?G+5&
( ! - ! G+5! C&0 (23:85) 

interrogative sentences: 
C3) 5$%7- $&' 5$%* +) 9 ! 7.5/&9 5, " 53 458 ' ! .&9 5A G$%7' =(' = 4F.3; .) B.)H3- 4I
/=.) : - 1 JK#$%" ' 2)=1J; L: D/"#' 4.M* +) O59 ! 4/ , %5+/ / " &.&/C; ) 458 #P ( , 9 ! - '&=
$)+/ " ,?! : ! /) +?5# & Q&+/)" 4- 5% - ' 87E - ! 9 E" 54$)+/ " , ?%C&( /) A (32: 17) 

appositions have different forms but identical functions (weak apposition): 
N' 5$%&' 3.4- ' ! 9 " 5, # %OP! 4<; D3.5$85/$)F- /74- * ' &.; ' 7- #L4 . )=." 0 7)5<&.5$&81
(27:78) (prepositional phrase in apposition with adjective phrase functioning as 
adverbials) 

Units in apposition containing markers of apposition. 

As it has already been observed the units in apposition can contain markers/ 
indicators of apposition. Appositive conjuncts relate the clause or the noun to the 
preceding text therefore, similarly to the other functional classes of conjuncts, they 
"explicitly mark logical relations between clauses, and as such they are important in 
discourse with highly informational focus" (Biber, 1988:239). Quirk )7' 31 Q1985: 1307) 
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provide a list of common indicators of apposition which convey certain semantic 
relationships between appositives. In Polish such a list is given by Klemensiewicz 
( 1963:81) and he mentions the foll owing markers of apposition: ! "#$%& '%( ) *+%!%, & -*
., / -& -* ") ( ! "#& %) ( ! ", .& %) )#' %/0*+#& /0*+, ' & ! "#$%%) ( ! ",.& -* ., / - %) )#' %/0*+#&
( '%() *+%!%, 1

2, ) %, 3( 4"%/*5%, z ! " #$%&' ( ) * ++( , &-#) . /0* +1/02 2" 3&/( ) * " -#! $%&%4 +-567
(23 :24) 

Markers of apposition can be optional and obligatory. Meyer ( 1992:26) considers 
markers introduced into appositions for pragmatic reasons to be optional, however, 
markers introduced for syntactic and semantic reasons are regarded as obligatory. 
Meyer (p. 27) observes that the most common obligatory markers join appositives in 
which the second unit is included in the fi rst, and as far as Polish language is con­ 
cerned, they include such markers as: -(6%.(6.jak, +$%! "(.7! 1 +07! "( .7! &/" ! ", 8*$) %, &
"+0( /"! "( &80*+) %,&93", 4, +/ "#/ -6%' 1

: * ! "7-6*+* /&8" , +( 09! $%&: & , -%) -#2+* ; &+33<+( " #; "+$9 ) %, "#/6%+( 0# 3,+, ;
$( !#.)#!< *! , ) 1 ( $, " 3*6= ) ( 3*6 /%>9*93(+%(.71 (27:42) 

The omission of an obi igatory marker leads to ungrammatical constructions, such as: 

* : * ! "7-6*+* /&8" , +( 09 ; &+33<+( " #; "+$9 ) %, "#/6%+( 0# 3, +, $( !#.)#! < *! , ) & ( $,
" 3*6= ) ( 3*6 /%>9*93(+%( .71

The table below lists the syntactic form of units in apposition and the number of 
appositions found in three successive issues of ?, +/+, , 6 : *$/6( magazine. As the 
table demonstrates, the vast majority of the examples found in the press is mainly 
associated with noun phrases. 

I ' 
' The syntactic for m of units in ; &, -, &&2 ; &, -, &&2 ; &, -, &&2 i I 
I 

apposit ion 47/2005 48/2005 49/2005 I 

I Nominal apposition 80% 82% 83% 
I 

I Non-nominal apposition 20% 18% 17% 

I I 

I Appositions containing markers of 17% 16,5% 17.5 I 
' 

I apposition I 

2.2. The syntactic function of units in apposition 

With regard to the syntactic function of appositions, the following can be distin- 
guished: 

subject: 
; +&: 0, ( ) " =#-+: &$9 >" $" , -2+9 9*/ ", 40 ) %, ! * 4* 93"*4=& 6%, 4# /93@5*+( $93*;
83(' *+,. 6( ' 9( ) %%1 (23: 12) 
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subject complement: 
! "# $%# &' %#$%( $( ' ) *( +, - ' ( . / %0 1 2- 2%#3- / 4 1 / %56 7#, * ! " #$%&"' ( ) * $+$,
&$' %+-) . / " 0/ %1(#( ) ) "2--3#4%5+$' %+-(67(23: 17) 

direct object: 
8 - 9"( 3:;& %#< =; &%# 1 ' - 3/ ) &- >?7/: 2#; (@%"# &=1- A/ %"%%&- ' ( 3; ( 1 - "%8' -( 85-( ' ,
95: 0+- ; <;=(10-> ! (%%-9? @40%2$#8 i A&;A(10-" * " #? @408( ; &- 1: B( 3&: , *- $%#
,#B, ) - "$# ; &%#/ B- =3( &%; ( +: 1( / %#C (27:20) 

indirect object: 
D( - ) *( 3,B%# 23&#; ,%E1&%E/ %# ! 3*# ; #%F)( $- *( 3%<&#,2( A) 23( 1- ; &( $#=( przez 
8' $6( %+#5:3+B' . C' ? i D#+" 8-4%5" E$A-AF+-9F7 (27:83) 

adverbial: 
G- / &: $- "%%+#$) 0-( . ' GH$%BI ; "%/ &H/ ,&#@( , *1( < - $%' - *( 3?1 %#B%2E*#/ 4$%/ &$HC
(27:78) 

verb: 
J#5(1#' " &. ' : 1#' " &. ( ; / &*#3#/ 4 "- *7#,*2- , *( 3#' C (23 :87) 

Additionally, in Polish, the verb accommodates to the noun phrase both in num­ 
ber and in gender. In Quirk #* - "C'swords ( 1985: 1304) when the apposed units appear 
in subject position in the sentence "the first appositive determines concord". Quirk #*
- "C's point receives confirmation in Polish in which there is a fully developed gender 
inflection. If the members of apposition have different genders, it is ordinary the first 
of them which controls agreement with the verb in a sentence. 

! (8: 0: 3#5(6" ' KI 4014K ; / #"22-1- ' ( ' 0>1#5 %5+$&: ; *- B+# >: AB( $*3("( 1 - $: I
) / &$%( 1%# 1: B( $- "%7# &- &=( ; H ; : 3#B/7%C (27:27) 

However, Kallas ( 1993 :66) observes that the first appositive determines concord 
only if the second unit is enclosed in paired commas. 

Moreover, it has been observed in the introduction to the article noun phrases in 
apposition agree in case and number but there are cases where one of the units in 
apposition is not marked for case: 

J "- *- / 4 KL< &-,A: $E"%KL 8L ;( ) K MNOJP. 1" A+ %F$' . =; &%# ,A( 1$# 2( 2%,: =( M
,2( ; - 3&: >: A: - *3- B/ :7$%#7,&# ( ; 4%,*( 3%%( 2( 1%- ; - $: / 423&#&&-23( ,&($: / 4 =( ,/ %C
(27:71) 

3. Semantic character istics of apposition 

3.l. The semantic relations between units in apposition 

Traditionally the relation of apposition is described as a relation consisting of 
two coreferential units and Hockett's fourth requirement for apposition ( 1955: 1 O I) 
that "the lC's must refer to the same entity" appears to tally with most definitions of 
apposition provided by different linguists. For example, Quirk #* - "C (1985:1301) 
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*+, -. / 0123 +-456-78-* 64-87 82 9: , ; ; 27-8-<: 7= ->: > -4 , ; ; 27-8-24= 8?: @. 678423. , ++@9:
-A: 48-*, + -4 3: 1:3: 4*: 0 23: +7: 08?: 3: 1: 3: 4*: 2124: . 6789: -4*+6A: A -4 8?: 3: 1: 3: 4*:
218?: 28?: 30> B , 88?: C7 DEFGE /HHI J , +72 ; 2-487 268 8?, 808C2 4264 ; ?3,7: 7 C26+A 428
78, 4A -4 , ; ; 27-8-24 64+: 77 8?: -33: 1:3: 487 C: 3: 82 9: 64A: 37822A , 7 -A: 48-*, +0> K2AL2C7M-
D EFNOJ= ! , ++, 7 DEFGPJ= ) 2A3,*M- D+FGFJ= Q, 92*?, DEFFOJ , +72 *247-A: 3 8?-7 *3-8: 3-24
, 7 7-54-1-*, 48>R2C: <: 3= , A?: 3-45 24+@82 8?-7 *3-8: 3-24 -7 428 7, 8-71,*823@>

" **23A-45+@= B : @: 3 DEFFHJ : S; , 4A7 8?: 46. 9: 3 217: . , 48-* 3: +, 8-247 9: 8C: : 4
64-87 -4 , ; ; 27-8-24= , 356-45 8?, 8 428 , ++*247836*8-247 3: 5, 3A: A , 7 , ; ; 27-8-24 , 3:
*23: 1: 3: 48-, +>T2++2C-45 Q@247 DEFNNJ ?: *+, -. 7 8?, 8 8?: 64-87 -4 , ; ; 27-8-247 , 3:
3: +, 8: A 9@8?: 3: 1: 3: 48-, + 3: +, 8-247 76*? , 7 *23: 1:3: 4*: = ; , 38UC?2+: 3: 1: 3: 4*: , 4A
*, 8, ; ?23-* 3: 1: 3: 4*: = , 4A 4243: 1:3: 48-, + 3: +, 8-247 76*? , 7 7@424@. @= , 883-968-24 , 4A
?@; 24@. @>

V23: 1:3: 4*:
" **23A-45 82 B : @: 3 DEFFH/OPJ 08?: 64-87 , 3: 783-*8+@*23: 1: 3: 48-, + 9: *, 67: 8?: 3:

-7 , *+27: *244: *8-24 9: 8C: : 4 8?: . : , 4-45 218?: 64-87 , 4A 8?: 3: 1: 3: 487 -4 8?: : S8: 3W
4, + C23+A 8?, 88?: @3: 1:3 820> ( -. -+, 3+@= 123 Q: : *? DEFGE/ EI OJ 8C2 64-87 -4 , ; ; 27-8-24
, 3: *23: 1: 3: 48-, + -18?: @03: 1:3 82 8?: 7, . : ; -: *: 213: , +-8@0 23 -4 B , 88?: CX7 C23A7
DEFG+ /HHI J 8?: @03: 1:382 8?: 7, . : -4A-<-A6, +=A: 7*3-9: A -4 8C2 A-11: 3: 48C, @70=, 7 -4
8?: 12++2C-45 : S, . ; +: /

! "#$%& ! " # $" %&#%' " ( &) *+, -#*" . / 0%1, 0+' # 2%1-)-3-3 4" &"(5 67"1, #8)93 $) : +;
3-%1,0+'# ( '( #( ) *" +, -. / ( 012, 32" 2/ , ' , $. ( 4 53( *"+-532"2( 1-, -+6" *2-"3#26"1*6
', 37 , -" / 5( 6*8 -( 5+6"+6, ) *69: 3( ;+6"< DHY/NFJ

) , 38UC?2+: 3: 1: 3: 4*:
Z4 8?: ; , 38UC?2+: 3: +, 8-24 8?: 3: 1: 3: 4*: 218?: 7: *24A 64-8 218?: , ; ; 27-8-24 E7

-4*+6A: A C-8?-4 8?: 3: 1:3: 4*: 218?: 1-378 64-8= DQ@247= EFNN/YEEJ> Z8 -7 A: 1-4: A 9@
Q@247 D; > YEHJ 0, 7 , 3: +, 8-24 C?-*? ?2+A7 9: 8C: : 4 8?: 7: ; , 3,8: 23 7: ; , 3,9+: *2. ; 2W
4: 487 21, 8?-45 , 4A 8?: C?2+: 8?-45 21C?-*? 8?: @, 3: *2. ; 24: 4870> #?: 1-378 64-8 -7
. 23: 5: 4: 3,+ 8?, 4 8?: 7: *24A 64-8 , 4A , 4 29+-5, 823@. , 3M: 3 21, ; ; 27-8-24 -7 4: *: 7W
7, 3@82 . , 3M 64, . 9-56267+@8?: ; , 38UC?2+: 3: +, 8-24 9: 8C: : 4 8?: 64-87 76*? , 7 -, =6
>, =7>, =7 ) '6*2,>9*7) $9*2,>9*7/ 6?#2. 6++. / 6@/ <6+<A712*2"&B'+6"72) $, 12*2,7&$B) +6" C

D32"2E, +&', #"12532"12$, 2, ; +, >) 6?=12, ( #56?-+, 1-%', -5(), #F7) ( #, 3( 2+( 16$,
5( =3, >%0, =-"36" ) . ) ( $%>9*" <= 0+*-+>%+ . / #*#: ) ( takie jak : 0+' 3%, " 6. / #>+*" ?
DHY/NFJ

#?: 3: . 2<, + 218?: . , 3M: 3 21, ; ; 27-8-24 3: 76+87 -4 8?: *?, 45: -4 . : , 4-45 , 4A
?: 4*: 8?: 64-87 *, 4 9: 3: 5, 3A: A , 7 *23: 1: 3: 48-, + 23 -8 *, 4 +: , A 82 , 4 6453,. . , 8-*, +
7: 48: 4*: /

GD32"2E, +&', #"12532"12$, 2, ; ! "#$ %&' () " ( #56?-+, 1-%', -5( ) B#F7 ) ( #, 3(2+( 16$,
5( =3,>%0, =-"36" ) . ) ( $%>9*" <= 0+*-+>%+ . / #*#: ) ( : 0+' 3%, " 6 . / #>+*" ?
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Cataphoric reference 
Cataphoric reference is between units that are not coreferential. The fi rst unit is 

a definite noun phrase and the second unit is a clause or sentence, hence has no 
referring value. The initial unit refers cataphoricall y to the second unit (1992:64). 
Here is an example: 

! "#$#" %"&' ( ) *) +, - ./ 0.# ! " #$%&' () %' &* +,- . %$/ 1*2"#( ) $.#%) +/ *' 3&.45' / .6 $, +#*
7) $, %, "*#80- 1 " 2$%34 $%&. " *5 ' " 6. - 1%- 78' 6&6 9&,&:" $4) " . ; ' ) " 1&/ $%&. " * 5
<&=26%7 $- . &36&1#- ($4. %(- . " 3>" 2- . %/ - ,& 14#536$%&6 2'+ =4$? 1 - +9" ) - '6&@
A%& . " * 5 8" 2<- 2- 7 1 :- (9:" " 2- 3>/ - 2" " B%- 2; 1 +!41 - 7* C(943> (" (; 1 @D - <5
<&(7 62'" 1 " i ,&) ) " @A%& 1" ,$" 8- ,%7 8' 6&2 . 8" 9' &$%$* +/ 8' 6&2 i 8" . &36+/
1 (6-9$%/ 1 >" 9&,+ E364,%8' - ) 9436$%& $%* 26%& . $%*24@(23 :92) 

Relation of synonymy 
According to Cruse ( 1986: 268) "absolute" synonymy between the units in appo­ 

sition is if the units have identical meanings and hence their meanings in any con­ 
texts would be identical. The synonymous units in apposition can be noun phrases, 
adjective phrases, verb phrases and adverb phrases. Cruse (p. 267) maintains that one 
of the words in this type of synonymy serves "as an explanation, or clarifi cation, of 
the meaning of another word". 

9 .0: , #; 7", <$( , "*= > 2?+/%2-%", 0) +$.1= +' > ' @;.4 *#"> .$ +8343,%$* E" 264()
$- ,&8(6&@(25:74) 

Relation of attribution 
One of the units has an "ascriptive, descriptive or classifi catory role" in relation 

to the other unit of apposition (Burton-Roberts, 1975 :395). The second unit, which is 
a noun phrase containing an attributive indefinite noun phrase, attributes a particular 
characteristic to the fir st unit (Meyer, 1992:69): 

A- 9&/ 8" * " 2$4 . $%*24 $%&9' - 3534 ' ; 1$" 1 - *%$- +) " 1%&3/ <5", $' w /&)"*' 1: , 1.
i %-20.#$$' 1, %#;</&= 5", 1. w +' 1/&*, -0#$.< $, 3", 5., $.#5' +, -A +' ) 5", B$.A8
(26:79) 

Relation ofhyponymy 
Lyons ( 1977:294) defines hyponymy as "a paradigmatic relation of sense which 

rests upon the encapsulation in the hyponyrn of some syntagma tic modifi cation of the 
sense of the superordinate lexeme". Similarly, Leech ( 1981 :92) characterizes it as 
a relation of "meaning inclusion". In hyponymous apposition the meaning of the 
second unit is included within the more general meaning of the fir st unit, in other 
words, the more specifi c second unit of apposition contains a word whose meaning 
would be included within the meaning of the more general fi rst unit. 

7.) %, ;.+, > ) C$, &,*#> 3) 3, +, D3) *", 3' 0' ?$' 0: %, ;.+ E5#$&' $ 0&' ) ;#?< $, F
%63) +#( )Gi ") &%") +, 3&, D%) %"&#&/ .#D$) "> , ;$' 0: / *, 0?. %, ;.+ 8 (32:45) 
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However, the distinction between hyponymy and part/whole relation should be 
noticed (Lyons, 1977). Consequently, the relation ofhyponymy between nouns can be 
illustrated by the following formula: 

'X is a kind of Y', 
while the part-whole relation by: 

'X is a part ofY'. 

3.2. The semantic classes of apposition and their communicative functions 
in press genre 

The semantic classes are largely based upon the semantic classes in Quirk ! " #$%
( 1985: 1308). The following semantic relationships between the elements in apposi­ 
tion are distinguished: 

I) equivalence 
- appellation 
- identification 
- designation 
- reformulation 

2) attribution 
3) inclusion 

- exemplification 
- particularization 

As it has already been illustrated, semantically, units in apposition are related by 
various kinds of equivalence. However, thematically, they are characterized by vari­ 
ous degrees of non-equivalence: "the second unit of an apposition is not equivalent to 
the first unit but rather either wholly or partially provides new information about the 
first unit" (Meyer, 1992:92). According to Halliday ( 1994:225) apposition can link 
units paratactically and is elaborating in function, it means that "one clause elabo­ 
rates on the meaning of another by further specifying or describing it. The secondary 
clause does not introduce a new element into the picture but rather provides a further 
characterization of one that is already there, restating it, clarifying it, refining it, or 
adding a descriptive attribute or comment". 

Following the classification proposed in Quirk ! " #$%examples of appositive con­ 
structions in Polish have been examined. 

Appellation 
It is regarded as naming relation in which both appositive noun phrases are defi ­ 

nite and the second is a proper noun or a common noun phrase. The second apposi­ 
tive is more specific than the first and there is "a one-to-one correspondence between 
the references of the two appositives" ( 1985: 1309), as in the following example: 

! "#$ %& ' ( ) %) * +, -. -) $ . / 0&, -$ . 12' 03+' 40' %+) $ ' 5) 677+. %08 9 +4: . ' 7 ; ' +, ' 8
&' #(#) (! *!+$, "- +,. / - ' ,! 01,! "- i 2,! 3 ,! 45,! 6,738 +"#29 +,. : #701,! * 5- 25&;
7! 248*2! ) "- ,22! 57#*! 2,! : . 09 3 ,#<8 ' 8*+4,#%*#5 "8$5- / -*+= ' ,4> +,#08%(25:39) 
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Identifi cation 
The fi rst appositive is an indefi nite noun phrase and the second is more specifi c. 

therefore the indicator ! " # $%&'# (" ! ) * (+($, is possible. "The second appositive i den­ 
ti fies what is referred to in the fi rst appositive" and "there is no longer a one-to-one 
correspondence", as there is with appellation ( I 985: 1309). Here is an example: 

- ) . ) / ! ) 0)1" * (" 2 3(4 * ! ($1# "15 !" #" $ %&' (#)* #+ $,- . #" ' . *$/ 0$1*)- 2%,&3
4$' &, 5 &67888 9: &+ ' . - i ,$;- ' $, <* ) : #$0< &&,$= " 67)89(9# 6 : ; " <8$! <$(7 9/J I". 
*=3# ($* "1" +$>) ?63<" @(25 :43) 

Designation 
Both appositives are defi nite noun phrases. The second is less specifi c than the 

fi rst, the opposite of appellation and identifi cation, and hence the indicator ! " # $%=
' # (" ! ) * (+($, cannot be used ( 1985: 13 I 0). 

< #,*>'! ?#%*" '. *= @-A- + *" *' ($, !B,&1*# i @&: #($, #4$,- 0$. &1$C=/ " * ( 3(4 * 0) A
86+B!(C" D) %) # / ) (23:4) 

Reformulation 
It is "a rewording in the second (defi ning) appositive of the lexical content of the 

fi rst ( defi ned) appositive" ( 1985: 1311 ). As a result of the combination of elaboration 
with parataxis Hall iday (1994:226) distinguishes a similar type of relationship named 
"exposition". "Here the secondary clause restates the thesis of the primary clause in 
different words, to present it from another point of view, or perhaps just to rein force 
the message". According to Quirk $7 "%@ ' 1985: 1311) reformulation can be based on 
linguistic knowledge or on factual knowledge, or convey a more precise information. 

To . 6E) @ +<) 2 08B$3" . B)! & / FGHI 378"+< 0" ! 37* B"+<) . ! (+< 08B$. B$0&. #0*!#)CD=
)!-0*%,!$" &' !$" *$+ 4#@,- . " # E ' ) : FBG (32:50) 

Exemplifi cation 
The second appositive exemplifi es the reference of the more general term in the 

fi rst appositive or in Hallidays words ( 1994:226) "the secondary clause develops the 
thesis of the primary clause by becoming more specifi c about it, often citing an actual 
example". 

J$>) 7&06 8) B* (KB" ! (" L6!C+1) ! 6151 1*H. ' !&' )* . ,#CF1 $>,&%$C' . *) : 2" %G
1 I !1$)C* ( 1 J " K0**G (23:88) 

Here the exp I i cit conjunctives are: ! " 08B&CM" . '! 0@,N1" C! " 08B&CM" . N * %(+B"15+N
* M5+B"15+@* 7&# N 7" C(1"C@If there is no indicator ambiguity between exemplifi cation 
and identifi cation may occur. 

- ) 37" ! ) * (%(B" +B52 . B(" M" 2O P$L$C7$# 1$>) 37" 8"! 37" L&3(4 . &0$C" $ 1*$0. *$%,!$B3
' *H1!*H)*# ) : #,- (#(-1" $L M#" BJ*B= NI J 4&, J4,*)#=0*O$ J *B= P#,+ J *B= 9&" 3
'%*,#)- &4QR&%$G (26:104) 
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Particularization 
It is the marked form of exemplification or in other words inclusion ( 1985: 1316.) 

The explicit indicator of particularization has to be present: ! "#"$%&'( )$* "+,- ! "#"- *
%'. +( )$* / 0"$1$ +! "2!34)5 6

7 )$'8 ( - 84. +#&+* ! "84-9: # / 0"2#"2( 0.! ( : #$9- %0$!2+( . ;#)* +!4- "89$ ( - ! "4. <
1')+2 +/ ,2+ ! "#$%&' (&)*+(, (* -" ."&$(/$) 0$"1 23! 45-"13&6, 78 (27:56) 

The following table illustrates which semantic classes of apposition are prevalent 
in the press genre. 

I 
The semantic classes of apposition 9 "&+&""2 9 "&+&""2 9 "&+&""2

I 
I I 

I I 
47/2005 48/2005 49/2005 i 

appellation 3,5% 3,5% 2% 
' 

identifi cation 25% 34% 37% 

designation 19% 13,5% 13% 

reformulation 24% 19% 15% 

attribution 19% 18% 18% 

exemplifi cation 8,5% 10% 12% 

particularization 2% 1% 2,5% 

4. The linear and hierarchical structure of apposition 

As far as the linear structure is concerned, the vast majority of appositive con­ 
structions have been exemplified with merely two appositives, termed by Meyer 
( 1992:37) "single apposition", that is, the initial unit is apposed to single second unit. 
However, there may be more than two units in apposition and Meyer (ibid.) names 
such instances "double, triple or multiple apposition". 

The following examples illustrate double apposition, that is, the initial unit is 
apposed to two subsequent units. 

=- 4 !"- #89$ 413/: ; %("<=*>$*2' +3,/3.30 1" .$0$$" ? >$&"1+6-"-5 @#* ! * A $, 2$"B
&$, (* & C3(>*>$5' *5-3141* ,6 DE $"1>3+F43&3)*>$5 * 216(6+-3G+* ! 3+, $2*4)*HB
+2$"/D' +)>4!". ! ? @. 46 AB/ 0. #6 @0$"2%( . +- ,- " 4- / ,- ( ! 3+- " / . +. 18 4. C)$326
(23:84) 

9 $"0#6+2&$->I , * ! " -1343.$* ' #($+$*/ +-3.$, * @JKL )41("+-M4,( 3+,$8 N* .$>$>01*#
!+)>389$DEB@F$#)$ )!3( )$( )- 6 (27:46) 

Hierarchically, Meyer ( 1992:39) claims that "apposition is typically a binary re­ 
lationship: the second unit of the apposition is in apposition with the first unit that 
immediately precedes it". Apposition involving more than two units is termed by 
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Koktova ( 1985 :64) "the structured apposition" and following Kok to va, the first ex­ 
ample can be schematically illustrated like this: 

[a(bc)]. 
Such a subclass of the structured apposition is called "a backward recursion". In the 
scheme ! stands for " #$%&'( ) *+, - ! . /! 01 21 for 3$4%$5$6 #+5/6// * 7 . /8 +#39:+:; <=! > !
? /40/+8 /4*! 8 @$*. ! . /; 1 41 for ! ; :$#" #!49 ' A /+#.$&BC" $8 $D! . /; ! 0#9*93 :$E3! > $F4/
0! " D! G30/+%' &

The second example involves "a forward recursion" and can be schematically 
illustrated like this: 

[(ab)c]. 
In the scheme, ! stands for . /+6=9F 08 /:. H4! > +:#$" $5/! 121 for =*/3/!%3:$5/4! <IJ K i 
" #*+3:L" 4*$34/& and c, for M! 5/. /. 6#! =&

In the next example the coordinated noun phrases are together appositional to the 
initial unit N30! # O! ,$. :! /. +&

O/=+#+> A<KP%+3: ! "#$%&$' ( ) *$+) , - . ) $#( / +*0 / 12 3$- 4050/ +) +"*, %'+) $) "12
2 %.67.+, 8 , %9$%7$ : 39%( , 7, %$ / 7$2 ) 0 "., ' : ; < = (27:44) 

Moreover, as far as coordinated noun phrases in apposition are concerned, they 
can be both semantically and structurally paralleled, as in the example: 

Q#; =. $ *#$*; > /+C M!4*9. 30/4R1 . /+ 8 /+=*H41 E+ /4R (>3+, 3 i / $*#$ ?+) @0) +, %
/A( B( ) +"*#$ * 8 ! #3*! 830/+6$ S$5/2$#*! T> /> $ 2! #=*$ > D$=+6$ 8 /+0; 2#!5/ ; =*/! D
8 @$8 3:! . /; A! #3*! 830/> & (32: 18) 

The units functioning as a single appositive need not be coordinated by i, but the 
relationship of coordination may not be marked overtly and the second appositive can 
be an asyndetic series of juxtaposed units, for example: 

M; " $8 ! 5/%+ A, , %, B(2 "30 #%, .C"+D E, FA( *- < +(%$- G$"A%.$#= (27:37) 

As the table demonstrates, double apposition is uncommon among appositive 
constructions present in three successive issues of U+8 38 ++0 @$530! magazine. 

H, 2"2 , , # H, 2 "2 , , # H, 2"2 , , #
47/2005 48/2005 49/2005 

~- 

Double apposition 2,5% 3,5% 2,8% 

In triple apposition the initial unit is apposed to three subsequent units, for example: 

V. ! > 0/50! 3+: " $=$2. 94R" #*9" ! =0) 8T> ) 8 / 7%G$%+) I $3#, B- AC4B+30"*#$- $C*( %J
#$ #"+6@, # ( 2039( 2 $) +C- 7.+$5$3.#$ 2 $B3.63$ ( A%$2 $ %( 7.+3+, B"#+, = (25:80) 

Multiple apposition is illustrated in the following example: 

( +3: . /> %+=. ! 0 : *,' $) K92+) ? *2 1%3$ A( 2 +, L3+*$#+39 >$# MN$) , / $) ) M
/ MO"*9, %M- 0:) #+ 8 +3*D9%; E=$ 0! . $. ; 8 3" ) D4*+3. +%5/:+#! W891"C4*, B) 0 , ", +"*$-
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!" #$%$&#' ( %!)#( * +, - .$)- , * %(' , $( #" (/0( ,12!$/ +,$)#!3- 4567 " ( 8,91 %!#$,( 6&!67:
(25 :98) 

The following example involves more complex hierarchy of appositional relation­ 
ships. 

! "#$%& ' ( )( *)+&,"# &- "#. /( *0 "( ) 1 *12- ' &*3"4 - /2*' (0" 325 - &6#6&,"( +4 7( 89
; - 7" < ( %#- " =*2: i /$1$" 2 +!>6!' )+( 1&- 0!$,694 ?( @' $%( < ( %#- " ( * #49,65
< ( %=A ( ,#' * " (/4 !>&)2$/ )!$6! 7( " 1%-4$/ )4 !( #( * (27:30) 

The first unit ; &<: ! ( =)&: is in apposition with the second unit *2: i 6#8#:
17">3"? *7( 8' &- "#+3&0 @( A?#=( ! ( =)&: ( B while one element from the second apposi­ 
tive, namely @( A?#=( ! ( =)&: ( is apposed to the third unit )0C+32 ! ( =DE ( +)?5addi­ 
tionally ! ( =DE ( +)? is apposed to : (60">' *1#6*"#3" <( : 8=&0#6*0"( )( 5 All that follows 
the first appositive ; &<: ! ( =)&: does not constitute the second appositive but each of 
the apposed units identifies what is referred to in the preceded unit. 

Additionally, according to most definitions the notion apposition refers to con­ 
structions where one unit is placed alongside of another, or in other words, units are 
juxtaposed. However, it is argued, that appositive elements are not necessarily juxta­ 
posed, but that one may be separated from the other not merely by a mark of punctua­ 
tion but by entire phrases or clauses. Norwood ( 1954:270) considers the idea that the 
appositive is placed alongside as misleading. The appositive is "loosely connected 
with the word or word group with which it is in apposition( ... ) is frequently a paren­ 
thetic expression and could be signaled by ·and I might add that' ... ". Similarly, 
Meyer in the discussion of Matthews ( 1981 :233), who understands apposition as 
"a type of juxtaposition", finds it unsatisfactory to restrict apposition to two juxta­ 
posed noun phrases and provides different reasons why units in apposition are not 
juxtaposed. In written corpora "a number of units were unjuxtaposed for reasons of 
end-focus and end-weight" and "because of syntactic constraints on the placement of 
words in a sentence or clause" ( 1992:39). 

The vast majority of appositions in F#0*0##' contain units that are juxtaposed 
but there are a few instances of units in apposition which are unjuxtaposed, for 
example: 

F(6- ( +81"#6?8#+1( 6432A 7+12' /( 8#A *?' 3#*? 6#*) B( " 2( " !( * ' )C+( +C0: "#G: "#
A( 1/CG+&725 B$" " !815 " !$ #( ,8( " 5 4-/" C&, (/ " ( 4 )67- 12!$ D.,5&! 7&0&="7&H
7( 8/ 0 - "#8>7& &812*' ( : "? : "#7&8=#. /&$3" 0 I JKI I L5B. /C0 : "#17&0&8? 1=#67&=")2' "
. &*7&8( +31#6 " *)( . : ( 36" 7&=")231: #65(27:5 I) 

5. Summary and conclusions 

In this paper I have tried to redefine the concept of loose, or nonrestrictive, appo­ 
sition in Polish. I discussed the features usually invoked by different linguists as 
significant for apposition, and different approaches to apposition. In the light of such 
extremely different views, it can be assumed that the concept of apposition is too 



! " # $$! %&' &! " &" $! (&%) ! "#

$%& ' () * +%, ) - . - (/ 0)1 2. +)3& 0%4- . / 02. 5() -0' ) $+6 7 $$%312. 5(/ 8 4%((%9 2. 5 : %39%%10
9 %310 ; "#<=>! ?@A- ' ' %02+2%. $- . , ) $%. 021)3)1 -0 B- (2C) (/ - . 1 4() * 2, () $%. 0+3D$+2%. 8
$- ' - , () %4+9 20+2. 5 -3%D. 1 +%-118 2. . D& )3%D0 C-32-+2%. 08 2. 4%3& -+2%. %3)& ' E-020B6

F%. 021)32. 5 - (( +E) ) * -& ' () 0 ' 3%C21) 1 2. +E) ' - ' ) 38 2+$- . , ) $%. $(D1) 1 +E-+, %+E
0) & - . +2$ - . 1 4%3& - ( 4) -+D3)0 1)$21) %. +E) 2. +)53-+2%. %4+E) D. 2+0 2. - ' ' %02+2%.
;G%' %(2H0I - 8 "#<=>JJ#A6

7 ' ' %02+2C) $%. 0+3D$+2%. 0 %$$D3 0%43)KD) . +(/ 2. +E) ' 3)00 5) . 3) , ) $-D0) +E) / -3)
D0)4D( 53-& & -+2$- ( $%. 0+3D$+2%. 0 4%3 ' 3%C212. 5 . ) 9 %3 -112+2%. - ( 2. 4%3& -+2%. - , %D+
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