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$9: ;<=>;? The degree of openness, and thus the permeabili ty and the functions, 
of Poland's borders has changed fundamentally in the last seven years, as has 
the intensity of the traff ic crossing them. This has been a result of: (1) the fall of 
the communist system, as the main and most fundamental factor; (2) geopoli ti­ 
cal changes manifesting themselves in the fall of the state organisms of all three 
countries bordering onto the former People's Republic of Poland, and the emer­ 
gence of 7 new sovereign states; (3) changes in the economic and visa policies 
towards Poland in Westem Europe; and (4) a different level of economic deve­ 
lopment and different rates to the systemic transformations in the different co­ 
untries bordering onto Poland. The aim of this study is to define the degree of 
advancement of the process of functional changes of Poland's borders as 
a whole, and in reference to the sections of border with particular neighbours. 
An element in this is the description of trends to the changes in the intensity and 
structure of border traff ic in the years 1990-2001. An additional aim has been to 
indicate which of the spatial barriers occurring along the borders have had and 
continue to have the greatest impact on the aforementioned permeabili ty. 

The research was found to confi rm that the Polish-German, Polish-Czech 
and Polish-Slovak borders are already in advanced phase IV of the transfor­ 
mation (and going to be in phase V after EU accession). They also indicate that 
differences in the degree of advancement of these transformations along the 
three borders are more limited than has been .widely-recognized. While it is true 
that the greatest border traffic is still concentrated along the German border, its 
role is slowly declining - mainly in favour of the Czech border, while these so­ 
uthern borders have simultaneously (after 1995) become the most permeable 
from the formal, economic and psychological points of view. At the same time, 
the analysis of permeabili ty confi rms that all the eastern borders remain in 
phase III , while the differences between them in this regard are again rather 
smaller than has been assumed. 
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